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FOREWORDS

| remember somewhere in the middle of a class, one of my lectures told us that
thesis-writing is more than pouring out words from our brain, putting together theories
and realities. More than ever, tt requires not only brain, but also mental strength.
Specifically, he brought up the term ‘Grit’. He reiterated how undergraduate thesis is
not only a test for the knowledge we learn from uni, but also a test for our perseverance.
Back at that time, I did not really know what he meant by that, until it was my turn.
Along the process, | learn that undergraduate thesis is a long, continuous, and
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surrounded by nothing but supportive people.



Vi

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

First and foremost, praises and thanks to Allah (glory to be Him), it is for His
blessings that | was given the health — physical and mental, means to finish this. The
hardships He eases, guidance He provides, it would be impossible if it weren’t for His

abundant blessing.

| would like to express my great and sincere gratitude to my thesis advisors,
Mr. Mohamad Rosyidin, S.IP, M.A and Mr. Marten, S.IP., M.P.S., for guiding me
along the way of this thesis-writing. Thank you for always providing me with
invaluable guidance and taught me more than just theories. | am extremely grateful for
what they have offered me. It was a huge privilege and honor to be able to work under
their guidance. Moreover, | am beyond thankful for all lecturers in my department. Mas
Satya, Pak Tri, Mbak Shary, Bu Hermin, Bu Reni, Mbak Ika, Mas Basith, Mas Faizal,

Mas Fendy, with whom | have the privilege to learn from.

| am utterly grateful for my parents. My father, who is always with me
throughout the process. My mother, even though she is no longer with me physically,
I know she is cheering on me up there. All their endless love, prayers, and sacrifices
are what brings me to this point. | am also grateful for my entire family, my sisters,
brother, sister in-law, brother in-law and my cute little niece and nephews for their

endless support and prayers.

Last but definitely not least, I am thankful for all my friends who are always

there to support me, be my place to rant about how stressful it was. Even though we



vii

are unable to support each other face to face, even your virtual support has helped me
a lot. Thanks to April, Vanya, Gaby, Amalia, Vira, Dita, Auva, Rinda, Debby, and

Putri. 1 am beyond grateful to have you guys as a friend.



viii

TABLE OF CONTENTS

HALAMAN JUDUL ..ottt ene e [
HALAMAN PENGESAHAN ...ttt I
SURAT PERNYATAAN KEASLIAN ...ttt i
FOREWORDS ... ..ottt e e et e e e e et e e e nnaeeenees v
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ..ottt vi
TABLE OF CONTENTS . ....ooiiiieiee ettt viii
TABLE OF FIGURES .......coootiiiiiiet sttt X
TABLE OF TABLES ..ottt Xi
ABBREVIATIONS ...ttt sttt ane s Xii
ABSTRACT ..ottt bbbttt ettt b e nn et ne e Xiv
CHAPTER | INTRODUCTION .. ..ottt ettt nnae e 1
1.1 BACKGIOUNG ..ottt bbbt 1
1.2 RESEArCh QUESTION ......eeviieieieeeie et ie ettt e et ene et e e neesreeeeenee e 5
1.3 Research AIms and ODJECTIVES.........cccuiiiiiiiieiee s 6
1.4 Conceptual FrameWOTK ..........cccocviiiieiiiie e 6
1.4.1 CONSEIUCTIVISIM ..ttt 6

I B B T To] 1 o USSP 8

L5 HYPONESIS ...ttt ere s 11
1.6 Research Methodology..........ocooiiiiiiiiiic e 11
1.6.1  RESEAICH TY PO ..ottt 11
1.6.2  SHUAY ATBA ..ot 12
1.6.3  Data Collection Methods ........ccccceeveiieieiiieneeie e 12
1.6.4  Data ANAIYSIS ..cc.oiiiieiieciec et 12

1.6.5  Writing/Research StrUCLUIE..........coevvviiiieiie e 13



CHAPTER Il CHINA’S GLOBAL EMERGENCE AND ITS PRESENCE IN

SOUTH PACIFIC ...t 15
2.1  China’s transformation into an active global player ..........ccccoccvvviiieninennnne 16
2.2 The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) ......ccooveeiveieiiecece e 23
2.3 China in SOUth PaCITIC........ccciiiiiiieicieec e 28

2.3.1  China’s engagement before 1949.........ccooiiiiiiiiiic, 28
2.3.2  Involvement during Cold War YEars..........ccccvvririniieieneie e 30
2.3.3  POSt— COld WK YEAIS......c.oiuiiiiiiieiieiieieie e 32
2.5  China and the South Pacific’s regional order...........ccoovvvviiiiiiiiinniiiiinenn, 37
2.5 CONCIUSIONS ...ttt eneas 39

CHAPTER 1l THE DAO OF CHINA’S GROWING INFLUENCE IN SOUTH

PACIFIC ..ttt ettt 42
3.1  Culture in China’s Foreign Policy.........cccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 43
3.2 Hard power, soft power and the case of China..........cccccocevivereiieiiiinieene, 50
3.3 China’s yang in SOUth PaCITiC .........ccoiiiiiiiiiiiceeeeee s 58

3.3.1  Cheque-book diplomacy (Aid, grants, 10ans) ..........cccceeevereneiennnnnn. 58
3.4 China’s Yin in SOUth PACITIC ........cccoiiiiiiiiiiee s 70
341  The ConfuCius INSHITULE .......ocviiiiiiiiciceee e 70
3.4.2  China’s Media ACIVILY ....ccoovviiiiiiiiiiieee e 75
3.4.3  The Belt and Road INItIatiVe ........c.ccoveieieiiieieseeeee e 78
3.5  The Simultaneity of the yin and yang..........ccccccceevevieeie i 80
3.6 CONCIUSION ...ttt et eneas 85

CHAPTER IV CONCLUSION ...ttt 89
4.1 CONCIUSTON ..ottt bbb 89
4.2 Suggestions for FUture RESEArCh ..........ccooeieiiieiiiiseeee s 92

REFERENCES ... oot 93



TABLE OF FIGURES

Figure 1. China’s living standard in pre-reform period compared to Japan. ............. 17
Figure 2. US and China GDP per Capita from 1952-2000.........cccceceeveerverenenerennne 19
Figure 3. Made In China 2025 INdUStry AIMS. .....cccecueevierieieseeseeie e esee e sveeneas 22
Figure 4. China’s trade with 14 Pacific Island Countries (US$ Million) .................. 34
Figure 5. China’s aid compared to Australia and the US.............ccccooiiiniinininnene. 60

Figure 6. News Articles Published by Chinese Embassy in 6 Pacific Countries (08/16


file:///D:/semester%20a7ib/SKRIPSI/bismillah%20finalized%20text.docx%23_Toc65825082
file:///D:/semester%20a7ib/SKRIPSI/bismillah%20finalized%20text.docx%23_Toc65825083
file:///D:/semester%20a7ib/SKRIPSI/bismillah%20finalized%20text.docx%23_Toc65825084
file:///D:/semester%20a7ib/SKRIPSI/bismillah%20finalized%20text.docx%23_Toc65825085
file:///D:/semester%20a7ib/SKRIPSI/bismillah%20finalized%20text.docx%23_Toc65825087
file:///D:/semester%20a7ib/SKRIPSI/bismillah%20finalized%20text.docx%23_Toc65825087

TABLE OF TABLES

Table 1. China’s individual aid to Fiji and PNG .......cccccccevvininiininiiccecieeee,
TabIe 2. SOUICE OF SOTE POWEN ..ottt ettt ettt e e e e e e e e e saaeereee e

Table 3. Mapping of China’s Aid in 9 South Pacific countries (2006 — 2016) ..........

Xi



AllB

APEC :

BRI

BRICS:

CCP

CCTV :

CbB

CGTN :

Cl

FDI

FSM

GDP

IMF

IRT

KMT

OBOR:

MoFA :

MSRI

PIC

PIF

ABBREVIATIONS

: Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank

Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation

: Belt and Road Initiative

Brazil Russia India China South Africa

: Chinese Communist Party

China Central Television

: China Development Bank

China Global Television Network

: Confucius Institute

: Foreign Direct Investment

: Federated States of Micronesia
: Gross Domestic Product

. International Monetary Fund

. International Relations Theory

: Kuomintang

One Belt One Road

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

: Maritime Silk Road Initiatives

: Pacific Island Countries

: Pacific Island Forum

Xii



PNG

PRC

ROC

SERB :

SPTO :

TPP

UN

USP

WTO

WW

: Papua New Guinea
: People’s Republic of China

: Republic of China

Silk Road Economic Belt

South Pacific Tourism Organization

: Trans Pacific Partnership

: United Nations

: University of The South Pacific
: World Trade Organizations

- World War

xiii



Xiv

ABSTRACT

The rise of China as one of the great power in the international politic has been
the hottest topic in the 21% century. Following the economic reform led by Deng
Xiaoping in 1978, China re-emerges stronger than ever with its influences covering
major part of the world. One region particularly stands out since the prior dominance
of United States therein, the South Pacific. The study of this research will be limited to
the 14 members of the Pacific Island Forum consisting of, Cook Islands, Nauru, Nieue,
Palau, Papua New Guinea, Fiji, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, and
Vanuatu. Under the Western International Relations Theory (IRT) however, the rise of
China is always seen in a rather malign manner. This research therefore, contends that
in order to fully understand China’s behavior in the international community, we need
to know how China perceives itself. By applying one of the most famous Chinese
traditional school, Daoism, this research aims to examine the strategy used in the
expansion of China’s influence in the South Pacific. Daoism is symbolized with yin and
yang, where the two elements are contradictory, yet they complement each other.
Under the Dao dialectics, this research argues that China has been utilizing a
combination of two contradictory elements of power — soft and hard power — in
expanding its prominence in the South Pacific region.

Keywords: The rise of China, South Pacific, Constructivism, Daoism, Culture in
Foreign Policy



