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LAMPIRAN 

 

Name 
Year of 

defection 
Do you know 

what hallyu is? 
What was your impression of 

hallyu? 

Does hallyu affected your 
perspective about outside 

world? 

Did the image you see 
through hallyu affected your 
decision to defect to South? 

Haeri 2008 Yes. 

After graduating from high school, I 
learned a lot of things about South 
Korea through CDs and DVDs and 
the stories from my mom and dad 
after their trips to China. It was a 

new world to me. 

 
When more people have 

access to CDs, you notice the 
change in their awareness. 

When I saw the world 
outside of North Korea in 

those CDs and DVDs, I was 
amazed and I hoped I could 

see it before I died. I couldn’t 
believe I was actually in 

South Korea when I got here 
because it felt like a dream. I 
often wished to go to South 
Korea during middle school 
whenever I watched foreign 
films at my friend’s house. 

NK 1 2001 No. 

When I was in North Korea, there 
wasn't well known, I defected during 

famine. I know hallyu first when I 
finally settled in South Korea, so I 
don't really have any impression  

Not really 
No, I defected because of 

famine. 
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Name 
Year of 

defection 
Do you know 

what hallyu is? 
What was your impression of 

hallyu? 

Does hallyu affected your 
perspective about outside 

world? 

Did the image you see 
through hallyu affected your 
decision to defect to South? 

Choi Yu jin 2011/2013 Yes. 
It was entertaining and I through it, I 

knew that such life does exist 

Since hallyu is spreading 
across the country, almost 
everyone knew how reach 
South Korea is. When I was 
little, we always taught that 
South Korea is poor even in 
our textbook. But, when I 

got older, around the age of 
10, I watched the tapes that 
smuggled into North Korea 

and realize that South Korea 
is not poor at all.   

Yes. Like, North Koreans 
have a lot of desires of what 
they wanted to do, but they 

don't have a means of 
pursuing it. That's why I 

chose to defect. They 
actually watched a lot of 
South and China's media, 

they think "Why does my life 
suck compared to these 

guys?"  

Oh Eunjung 2009 Yes. 

I was first know the truth about 
South Korea when I was 13 dengan 
drama "First Love", and I  started to 
question about South Korea and I 

continue watching it, like I've 
watched 30 drmas and it motivated 

me to defect. 

Since I was little, I only knew 
that North and South are not 

unified because of US 
because that's wjat the NK 

News said. 

Yes. Through the drama I feel 
like South Korea is a nice 

country to live in. I also very 
curious about South Korea. 



51 

 

Name 
Year of 

defection 
Do you know 

what hallyu is? 
What was your impression of 

hallyu? 

Does hallyu affected your 
perspective about outside 

world? 

Did the image you see 
through hallyu affected your 
decision to defect to South? 

Suhyang 2010 Yes. 
I know hallyu through drama and 
music and I thought "I should live 

like this people" 

I thought that South Korea 
was extremely poor, but 

because of media influences, 
the perception of people are 

changing. I realized that 
South Korea was actually 
well-off by watching K-

dramas and listening to K-
Pop. 

Yes.  

NK 2 2013 

Yes, I know. With 
Korean pop 

culture, media 
such as music and 
drama will be the 

most 
representative 

When I first saw hallyu in my 
hometown, I had a strong sense of 
sophistication. I guess that's why I 

wanted to imitate the Korean Wave 

I think its crazy to some 
extend. Because North Korea 

is completely blocking 
informtion about the outside 
world, the Korean Wave has 
made people wonder about 

the outside world even 
more. 

To me, drama wasn't the 
deciding factor to defection. 
But, it does give me the big 

picture of outside world  
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Name 
Year of 

defection 
How did the regime reacted to Korean 

Wave in North? 
Do you know about Juche? 

Do you think North Koren 
perspective of Juche and 
the regime may change 

because of hallyu? 

Haeri 2008 

Officers and the elite are the ones who 
have easy access to these things. My 

friend’s father’s job was security related, 
so I was able to watch many dramas at her 

house. One day her house was searched 
and her parents were sent away, so she 
stayed at our other friend’s house. She 
could not keep herself from watching 

“Stairway to Heaven” though, so me, my 
friend, and my friend’s aunt all watched it 

too. She was eventually caught. In a 
political prison camp, you are not treated 

as a human being and are beaten over and 
over. People were called in one by one, 
and this made me worried. If you come 

from a powerful family or have 
connections, you may be able to get 

yourself out of there, but that did not apply 
to me. If I went there, there was no way 

out and I would be blamed for everything. 
That made me determined to leave North 

Korea as soon as I could. 

Yes, it is our main body. We had 
to respect that, but I found out 
it was a lie, because it only care 
about the elite, not the people 

Well, may be? 

NK 1 2001 I don't know I don’t know I don’t know 
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Name 
Year of 

defection 
How did the regime reacted to Korean 

Wave in North? 
Do you know about Juche? 

Do you think North Koren 
perspective of Juche and 
the regime may change 

because of hallyu? 

Choi Yu jin 2011/2013 

We keep in touch with our families in 
North Korea through China's phone cellular 
that can be in some regions of the country 
to make calls abroad. But, the government 
monitors cellphone signals and arrest you. 
So, whenever you access to every foreign 
connection, you will be caught including 
accessing information about South Korea 

through hallyu 

Yes, we have Juche Tower 
which is a symbol of our 

country. It is basically religion 
for North Korean 

Yes, because in Juche, we 
were basically told our 

country can stand by its 
own, that we don’t need 
other country. But, after 
seeing hallyu, it totally 

possible to change their 
perspective 

Oh Eunjung 2009 

There are a lot of information smuggled 
into the country, but no matter how much 
you brainwash people, there's no way to 

suppress their natural curiousity. So when 
the information enters, there's no way to 

stop the spreading of information. Its like a 
virus. Not even the government. But, the 

government keep trying to block every 
foreign information by spying our daily life. 

Yes, it is an ideology created by 
Kim Ilsung when he first rule. It 
means we are the master of our 

own body. It literally the 
foundation of the country 

I think so, but I don't 
really know. 

Suhyang 2010 
They always bring a signal detector to find 
where you're making calls to and accessing 

information. 
Yes, I just know it. 

Living in South Korea, a 
democratic country with 

freedom is really amazing. 
And yes, I think if they 

really get the real 
freedom through dramas 
and movies, that will be 

possible! 



54 

 

Name 
Year of 

defection 
How did the regime reacted to Korean 

Wave in North? 
Do you know about Juche? 

Do you think North Koren 
perspective of Juche and 
the regime may change 

because of hallyu? 

NK 2 2013 

The reaction of North Korean was very 
explosive, especially the younger 

generations. The government realize this 
and as far as I know, the government are 

still punishing every people who's watching 
foreign media including hallyu. 

Are you talking about the main 
body in North Korea? Like 

Juche? Isn't Kim Il-sung, Kim 
Jong-Il and Kim Jong Un the 

main players of North Korea? Of 
course I do. Its our ideology. 

And if North Korean respected 
the Kims if they respected 

Juche. 

I think it is fully capable 
and is still in the works 
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Name 
Year of 

defection 
What does the North Korean thinks 

about South Korea nowadays? 

Do you think military forces still important 
when both Korea lready signed the 

Panmunjeom treaties and trying to build 
peace? 

Haeri 2008 
They all knew that South Korea isn't like 
what the government said. They knew 
that South Korea is richer than them. 

I don't really think I can answer this 

NK 1 2001 I don’t know 

I think it is important, but not so much if 
the unification can be achieved. But, we 
still need military forces, because war is 
not only about North Korea and South 

Korea. 

Choi Yu jin 2011/2013 

Almost everyone in North Korea knew 
about South Korea and they must 

known that South Korea is not poor. 
But, they can not say that, because they 

might be die. 

Military still needed, but if reunification 
achieved, I don't think it should be the 

main agenda 

Oh Eunjung 2009 
I think they know that South Korea is 

not poor 
Yes, I think so? 

Suhyang 2010 

Since we were little, we always told that 
South Korea has always been poor by 
showing pictures of kids in hunger like 

in Africa and they said that when we are 
unified, we have to help them. But, now 
access to information are growing, and I 

think they know its not true. 

Yeah, but we still need soldiers. 
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Name 
Year of 

defection 
What does the North Korean thinks 

about South Korea nowadays? 

Do you think military forces still important 
when both Korea lready signed the 

Panmunjeom treaties and trying to build 
peace? 

NK 2 2013 

North Korean sees South Korea as a 
prosperous country, the country they 
wanted to be (how they speak, music 

and culture). If this is a positive 
perspective, there are also negative 

one. Because we’re doing brain 
washing, we're forced to take this view 
and I think some people feel hostility or 

heterogenity. 

There are many things about and its hard 
to answer this question. 

 


