ROMANCE AS RESISTANCE WITHIN CAPITALIST

LOGIC IN MATERIALISTS (2025)

A THESIS

In partial Fulfillment of the Requirements
for S-1 Degree Majoring American Studies in the English

Department, Faculty of Humanitics

Submitted by:
Najla Nurazizah

13020122140116

FACULTY OF HUMANITIES
DIPONEGORO UNIVERSITY
SEMARANG

2026



PRONOUNCEMENT

I honestly state that this thesis is written by myself without taking any works
from other researchers in any unversity, in diploma degree, S-1, S-2, and S-3
degree. I also ascertain that I do not take any material from other works except from

the references mentioned.

Semarang, 18" June 2026

Najla Nurazizah

i



MOTTO AND DEDICATION

Truth without love is brutality, and love without truth is hypocrisy.

Warren Wiersbe

As we express our gr: @t never for%he hig

est appreciation is

This thesis is dedicated to

those who are the hopeless romantic

and the survivors in this capitalist society.

il



APPROVAL

ROMANCE AS RESISTANCE WITHIN CAPITALIST LOGIC IN

MATERIALISTS (2025)

Written by:
Najla Nurazizah
NIM: 13020122140116

Is approved by the thesis advisor
on 20" May 2026

Thesis Advisor

Sindhy Sintya Mianani S.S., M.Hum.
NIP. 199405182024062003

The Head of English Department

Dr. Drs. Oktiva Herry Candra M.Hum.
NIP. 196710041993031003

v



VALIDATION

ROMANCE AS RESISTANCE WITHIN CAPITALIST LOGIC IN
MATERIALISTS (2025)

Submitted by
Najla Nurazizah
NIM. 13020122140116

Approved by
Strata I Thesis Examination Committee
Faculty of Humanities Diponegoro University
On 18" June 2026

Chair Person,
Dr. Sukarni Suryaningsih S.S.. M.Hum.
197212231998022001

Member,
Dr. Arido Laksono S.S., M.Hum.
197507111999031002

Member,
Sindhy Sintya Mianani S.S.., M.Hum.
199405182024062003

Accepted and Declared in Semarang on 18" June 2026

The Dean of Faculty of Humanities

Prof. Dr. Alamsyah S.S., M.Hum.
NIP. 197211191998021002



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Praise be to Allah SWT, who has given me His countless blessing and great
mercy, so this thesis came to a completion. This part is presented to thank all people
who have given their in the accomplishment of this thesis. This gratitude might

never be equal to their help and support.

The deepest appreciation and gratitude are extended to Sindhy Sintya Mianani
S.S., M.Hum., my advisor, who has spared his valuable time to patiently give his
constructive suggestion and continuous guidance without which I would be
doubtful to accomplish this thesis successfully.

My greatest thank also goes to the following;

. Prof. Dr. Alamsyah S.S., M.Hum., as the Dean of Faculty of Humanities,
Diponegoro University.

. Dr. Drs. Oktiva Herry Candra M.Hum., as the Head of the English Department of
the Faculty of Humanities, Diponegoro University.

. All lecturers of English Department Diponegoro University. Precious knowledge
and their advice would be unforgettable for the writer.

. My parents, my grandmother, and family who are the biggest reasons and
motivations for the writer to finish her education.

. All my beloved Diponegoro University friends: Sherenita Widya Rahmi, Septya
Dwi, Caroline Melodee, and Dava Aqillah; My beloved all-time best friends:
Fahriza Agustriana, Sahira Faza, Ghina Shofa, ans Ibnu Surya, their supports are

meant a lot for the writer during her college life.

vi



While recognizing the inherent limitations of this study, the writer has put forth
utmost effort to ensure its academic rigor. Thus, any recommendation and
constructive suggestion would always be welcomed and appreciated. Finally, I
hope that this thesis would be helpful for those who want to learn about cleft palate

deviation or any related field in general.

Semarang, 18" June 2026

Najla Nurazizah

vii



TABLE OF CONTENTS

CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION. .....cuuuuceererersrsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssse 1
1.1 Background of The Study .......cccccceemiiiiiiiiiiiieeieeeee e 1
1.2 Research QUESLIONS .......cccuuiiiieiiiiie et 3
1.3 Objectives Of The StUAY ......oeviiiiieiiiiiieieeeee e 4
1.4 Scope of The Study ......cooeeiiiiiiieieee it e 4
1.5 Previous Studiesg.... o 00 i ol o e eeeeeeeeeere e 4
1.6 Research MethodS oo e et it fe e e 10
1.6.1 Data and The Source of Data ........cooveeiummeeeee s eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeene 10
1.6.2 Method of Data ColleCtioN ......eveeeeeeieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e eteeeeeeeeeeeeeees 10
1.6.3@Methgtvef ApRiSichis ... .[2).... .00 A ¥y S W ... ... 11
1.7  Organization 0f The WIItING c.....coeeeresssnsessassssnscsssssssssascsssossssssssssnsssssssons 11
CHAPTER 2 INTRINSIC THEORETICAL FRAMEWORKS....cccceeeevune. 13
2.1 Narrative BIEIMENES . .coo oottt et 13
2.1.BTheme......... ... S S | S W ... 13
2.1.2 Character & CharacteriZation........ooueeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeans 13
2.1.3 S@ttings........ AN RN Y . 14
2.1.4 COMLCLS ............... I ... e.eeesesesensnnnsalennnsnnnns 14
2.1.5 Plot Moo e sicnenenenennnennnnenenesnnnn e o eeeeeeee el eeeeeeaaaeaaaaaaanns 14
2.2 Cinematic Blements. .. o o e 15
2.2.1 Camera DISTANCE ... .o e 15
10 11 Lo [ 17
CHAPTER 3 EXTRINSIC THEORITICAL FRAMEWORKS.......ccceeeuue.. 19
3.1 EXUIINSIC ASPECLS...eietiiiiieiieeiieriieeieeeiteeitesteeteesteeteeenreeneeesnseenseesnseennes 19
3.1.1 The History of Capitalism in AMEerica.........ccceeevuveerieeenciieerireeeeneeenns 19
3.1.2 Romantic Life within Capitalist LOZIC........ccceeveriieiiieniiiiieieeene 21
3.1.3 The Socio-Economic CONdItiOnsS .......eeeeeeeeeeeemmeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereeennns 22

viii



CHAPTER 4 RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 24

4.1 INTINSIC ASPECES .eieuerieeierieeiiiieeitieeeitteeertteeeseteeeteeesteeesseeesseeessseeessseeensseens 24
4101 TREME.....eiiiiiieieeee ettt sttt 24
4.1.2 Character and Characterization .............ccoceeeeeeneenieenieenieenienieeneee 25
A.1.3 SEUINZS ..eveeieieeiieeiieeiie ettt ettt et e et e s beebeesnbeesbeesnseesseesnseenneaens 27
4.1.4 CONTICES ..ottt 29
7 BT o (0T A ot SR 32

4.2 Extrinsic Aspectslf...... B0« L e ooveeerrennreennieeenas 33
4.2.1 The Rationalization in Modern CapitaliSm.........ccceeevieriieniiniiienenne 33
4.2.2 Romantic Life in Capitalist Logic as The Cultural Contradiction ..... 37

CHAPTER 5 CONCLUSION....cciccceecssusssnssarcssssnsncossesssssasssssssessassssssssssassssses 42

REFERENCERY... AL B A..... L. 00 A EA.... . " .. Beeenneeee 44

X



TABLE OF PICTURE

Picture 1 The Visual of Camera DiStance ............ccoceevieeieeniiinienieenieeieeee e 17
Picture 2 Lucy Talking about Her Perspective with Her Colleague...................... 25
Picture 3 Harry Greetings the Exclusive GUEStS ..........coceevueriinieiienicneiienecnee 26
Picture 4 The Way JOhN LiVES ......cooocviiiiiiiieiiiiecie e 27
Picture 5 Lucy in A Yellow Taxi €Cab.........cccoeeriiiiinienieiiiiienieieceenceeeeeene 28
Picture 6 Lucy Holding Her Phone ...............cccciviiiniiniiii e 28
Picture 7 Lucy’s Internal Tension in Workplace ..........cccccciiiiiiiiiiiinnen. 29
Picture 8 The Flashback when Lucy and John Broke Up.......c..cccccciieiniienennnen. 30
Picture 9 The External Conflict within Lucy’s Client .............cociioeeiiiinenen. 31
Picture T Luc¥kiindinSSiorHascy. ...\ 5/ .. SN TN ... . B 33
Picture 11 Expensive Dinner Harry and LUCy .......cc.cccovciiiinninninniniiniiecee 35



