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CHAPTER 4 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
4.1 Intrinsic Aspects 
Some of the intrinsic characteristics of Materialists (2025) can be examined to determine how capitalism is portrayed. These factors include the theme, character, place, conflicts, and storyline. The film defines modern romance as an affair that is influenced by social and economic issues, where a person's choices for a partner are influenced by their wealth and social standing. The three characters of Lucy, Harry, and John are used in the film to illustrate the realities of class differences and the unequal possibilities brought about by capitalism. Furthermore, the urban environment of New York City and struggles over wealth and social standing demonstrate how capitalism drives romance. 
4.1.1 Theme  
The movie theme is modern romance, where romance relationship influenced by rapid development of technology and globalization. In consequences, romance becomes something complex for individuals to achieve or even romance relationship is not a goal for some individuals. There are too many considerations on romance relationship within modern people; individualistic, personal growth, career, financial etc those are affect indivuals view on romance relationship.  
Harry: So, you must know a lot about love Lucy: I know about dating  
Harry: What’s the differences? 
Lucy: Dating take a lot of effort, a lot of trial and error, bags of risk, pain. 
Love is easy 
Harry: Is it? I find it be a most difficult thing in the world 
Lucy: Not because we can’t help it, I just walk Cinderella and sometimes 
Harry: Are you kidding on me? 
Lucy: Definetely not, but I do thing that you would be a great match for a lot of our clients. We need more straight men in New York City. You look about 6” tall, how about money do you make? 
Harry: Just straight up like that? 
Lucy: I Make 80$ grand a year before taxes do you make more or not? Harry: More Lucy: I know.  
(Materialists, 2025, 1:20:03 — 1:21:10) 
 
This dialogue between Lucy and Harry represents how complex romantic relationships in modern life that considering many things in life aspects to benefit individual which is the characteristic of the capitalism where individual value connected to economic, as seen on where Lucy asked about Harry’s income. This dialogue also the opening of the movie between Harry and Lucy where the story of romantic modern life begins. 
4.1.2 Character and Characterization  
4.1.2.1 Lucy  
Lucy is a successful matchmaker in New York who works for the upperclass people those who are looking for life partner. She rised from poor family, yet, succeeded to be a career woman with her character that has rational values. Live in 
New York as capitalist society, she is a woman that hold to the capitalist ideology.  
  
 
 

Picture 2 Lucy Talking about Her Perspective with Her Colleague 
(Materialists, 2025, 10:15 — 12:29). 
In this scene, with long-shot and medium long-shot, Lucy talked to her colleague after they celebrated Lucy’s party achievement as a matchmaker with her succesfull on 9th wedding over her clients. She told her friend that for the future she planned to die alone or marry with a super rich guy, it reflects Lucy as American woman who influenced by capitalism ideology standards to marry a rich guy on purpose to fulfill her needs or she won’t nothing.  
4.1.2.2 Harry  
Harry is a finance man who works under his family company in private equity. His character as a decent man, kind, and has no bad historical experience with his parents and family shows the emotional security as born rich in capitalist society. In matchmaking industry, he called as “unicorn” because he is perfect and he could be the person of expectation in matchmaking market as a guy who is in every women’s dream.  
  
 
 

Picture 3 Harry Greetings the Exclusive Guests 
(Materialists, 2025, 12:37 — 12:29) 
The scene with long-shot cinematic shows Harry on his brother royal wedding party where upperclass in New York spread around the party. It reflects Harry’s connection and his class identity as a rich guy who is born rich. This reflects capitalist society when individual born rich they got privileged from their parents and grandparents who were work hard to gain benefit not only for themselves but also for the next generation.  
4.1.2.3 John  
John is Lucy’s ex who works in a catering company as a staff. He is the opposite from Harry; rised poor, born poor, and live poor. Even though he is poor, he is a kind guy who experienced a hard life altogether as Lucy experienced.  
  

Picture 4 The Way John Lives 
(Materialists, 2025, 49:08 — 50:55) 
The scene with medium long-shot shows John woke up from his bed in his room and it also shows the way he lives in a narrow flat. It reflects his class as a poor guy who live in the middle of New York City. Compared with Harry, John represents the class gap that is the effect of capitalism.  
4.1.3 Settings  
4.1.3.1 Setting of Place: New York City 
Setting of place Materialists (2025) placed in New York City as metropolitan area. It depicts American society with its hustle culture and rush hour. Additionally, 
New York City is familiar with its famous yellow cab.  
		  
Picture 5 Lucy in A Yellow Taxi Cab 
(Materialists, 2025, 1:23:06 — 1:23:16)  
In this extreme close-up scene, Lucy was leaving from Harry’s apartment to come over to John’s place. She took the yellow taxi cab which is the icon of New 
York City. It strongly represents the setting of place of the movie that located in 
New York City which is the city of capitalist society. 
4.1.3.2 Setting of Time  
In the movie setting of time is not explicitly stated by its specific year but it could be seen through the phone that Lucy used. It represents modern life people nowadays, about 2024. She used iPhone 16 pro with black titanium color.  

	 	Picture 6 Lucy Holding Her Phone 
(Materialists, 2025, 1:48:50 — 1:49:42) 
This medium shot scene shows Lucy as the main character is on calling with her work partner while waiting on her boyfriend, John, to come. When he arrived, she turned off the call and her move showed the ultra wide camera with deep black titanium color that seen on iPhone 16 pro which the phone released on 2024. 
However, this iPhone that Lucy used is one of luxury goods which is symbol of capitalism.  
4.1.4 Conflicts  
4.1.4.1 Internal Conflicts  
4.1.4.1.1 Personal Conflict with A Client  
Lucy works in matchmaker industry which she met many different people with different backgrounds. Her journey in her career is not easy, yet, the sexual harassment issue which conducted by her client to the other client as victim makes her think more about her career and her life.  
  
 

Picture 7 Lucy’s Internal Tension in Workplace 
(Materialists, 2025, 57:03 — 57:38) 
The long-shot and extreme close-up scenes show Lucy’s conflict within herself, when she got shocked and cried in the toilet after she informed that one of her client tangled into sexual harassment case. She was feeling guilty about what she did to match her client with the other client who is sex offender, the effect of capitalism when people tend to objectivied anything including indvidual. This conflict made her decide to take a break from the office.  
4.1.4.1.2 Conflict from The Past Relationship  
John is Lucy’s ex-boyfriend who is poor enough to always calculate almost everything. She broke up with him because she was not happy with the situation of being broke and often got into a quarrel with John just because they did not have enough money to afford something they wanted.  
  
 
 

Picture 8 The Flashback when Lucy and John Broke Up 
(Materialists, 2025, 31:54 — 33:42) 
The long-shot and medium long-shot scenes show that Lucy got flashback long times ago when she involved in argument with John in the middle street of New York. She was get out from John’s car dramatically,  she was expressing that she was done with their relationship.  
John: I’m sorry, alright, I just don’t have any money and I forgot Lucy: What? What did you forget? That you love me?  
John: Please back in the car  
Lucy: I don’t want to hate you because you’re poor but right now I do and I hate myself  
John: You know how hard it is to make you happy? And I want you to be happy and I’m trying, really am  
Lucy: I know, and almost enough to make me happy. I wish that I didn’t care if we ate from halal cart on our five years anniversary but I do. And how much ever you hate me, I hate myself. 
John: I don’t hate you  
Lucy: You do, and it’s not because we’re not in love it’s because we’re broke  
(Materialists, 2025, 1:20:03 — 1:21:10)  
  
This dialogue shows the tension between Lucy and John when they were still together. They fights over money because both of them are broke and poor and it’s make the relationship didn’t work out. New York is an expensive city the line where Lucy said, “I wish that I didn’t care if we ate from halal cart on our five years anniversary but I do. And how much ever you hate me, I hate myself,” shows the gap between the society lifestyles that Lucy wished for and the reality she got. It makes them suffered enough with the capitalist society standards for only living.  
4.1.4.2 External Conflicts  
On the clients’ wedding day, Lucy got problem from the woman bride who won’t show up to the wedding hall. She locked herself in her room then Lucy came to solve the problem. Lucy found out the main problem is she scared about her sister jealousy over the man she would marry. This shows the capitalism through individual competition where individuals want to be as best as they can through society lens, and having a perfect partner who is satisfy the ideal standard of society is one of the characteristics, it caused jealousy despite in siblings.  
  
 
 

Picture 9 The External Conflict within Lucy’s Client 
(Materialists, 2025, 14:37 — 18:51) 
The long-shot scene shows Lucy succeed solve the problem with reassure her client to continue the wedding as a bride. Otherwise, she got lesson from this occurrence that is when woman decided to marry a man because the man makes her valuable as individual. This conflict influenced her life decision in the future to go on a date with Harry.  
4.1.5 Plot  
In the beginning of Materialists (2025), where it shows Lucy the succesful matchmaker that lead her 9th of married couple in the company. She talked with her colleague after the party on the balcony of office talking about her current client struggle.  
Lucy: And she’s my favirite client right now. I mean she’s entitled like everyone but she’s sween and realistic. She’s not craze. She’s a nice girl. 
There’s gonna be a guy out there who wants a nice girl. 
Colleague: What about Mark. P? He’s okay. 
Lucy: I pitched him already. She’s afraid he’s not actually 5’8, and I’m like “can we please not care about couple inches right now? because you’re about to die alone.” 
Colleague: You know, there’s a surgery for that. 
Lucy: For dying alone? 
Colleague: For getting taller up to 6 inches. You break your legs and extend it, let the bone heals it all. Lucy: That’s a game changer Colleague: It cost $200K. 
Lucy: 6 inches can double a man’s value in the market. If you can afford it, It’s definitely worth the investment. 
Colleague: What they just saying, you’re not ugly you just don’t have money. 
(Materialists, 2025, 10:58 — 12:03) 
 
Through this conversation shows about how someone’s look is really matter in dating market. This is how capitalism affect the society, even someone’s body and personal worth are having a high cost of value. On the other hand, in the middle of story, where Lucy finally to make a decision to date with Harry which with him she would get the bigger opportunity to make her life better with his money and class, she found out Harry had a surgery on his legs. 
 
[image: ]
	 	Picture 10 Lucy Findings on Harry 
(Materialists, 2025, 1:14:55 — 1:16:17) 
On these extreme close-up scenes, Lucy found out two things; she found the ring from Harry’s luggage to marry her and she found out Harry’s surgery scars on his legs. Her situation at that time is on confussion feeling to continue the relationship with Harry or not, and her founding strengthen her decision to not continue the relationship with him. She realized that he really designed himself for the dating market to attract women. He is exactly the perfect guy for the dating market and he is very fulfilled the society expectation on individual.    
4.2 Extrinsic Aspects   
4.2.1 The Rationalization in Modern Capitalism   
The rationalization of capitalism is based on logic and calculation rather than human’s emotions and feelings which is applied in modern economic systems. “Now this process of rationalization in the field of technique and economic organization undoubtedly determines an important part of the ideals of life of modern bourgeois society,” (weber, 2005, p. 36). People in modern era must to applied rationalization in order to survive the world where logic have to keep run. Also, rationalization the one that turns work into obligation for people. This rationalization is processt that shaped capitalist system.  
However, in modern society, capitalism is no longer related to religion beliefs, even though the roots are from the Puritans movements but in practices it didn’t bring up about God rather asceticism undertook it. People in modern capitalism society are they who already have stucked with the capitalist system where they have to follow the practices in eveyday life in term of work as an obligation not only practices meaning. This phenomenon called as ‘iron cage’ where people stick with the capitalist system as the cage and material goods have a big power in human’s life.  
Since asceticism undertook to remodel the world and to work out its ideals in the world, material goods have gained an increasing and finally an inexorable power over the lives of men as at no previous period in history (Weber, 2005, p. 124). This work as an obligation for people shaped dissatisfaction among people who work restless to gain money and wealth even they had been enough money. This obsession of work and business are consequences of capitalism itself. As the wealth gets more and more it becomes inherited benefit across the generation for those individuals  are privileged to be born wealthier.  
If you ask them what is the meaning of their restless activity, why they are never satisfied with what they have, thus appearing so senseless to any purely worldly view of life, they would perhaps give the answer, if they know any at all: to provide for my children and grandchildren (Weber, 2005, p. 32).  
Rationalization is not only affect the economic sphere but also in general of aspect of life including romantic life. “Hence rationalizations of the most varied character have existed in various departments of life and in all areas of culture,” (Giddens, cited in Weber, 2005, p. xxxix). As in Materialists (2025), rationalization is applied into choosing life partner where marriage or romantic relationship prioritizes calculation over benefit within individual rather than the emotional feeling. Lucy as the main character in this film decided to date a very rich guy named Harry.  
  

Picture 11 Expensive Dinner Harry and Lucy 
(Materialists, 2025, 37:07 — 39:12) 
This scene shows Lucy and Harry are having a dinner in expensive restaurant in New York City. They’re just dating, to spent their times Harry often to bring Lucy to expensive restaurant to get to know each other deeper. Harry and Lucy are from different social classes; Harry born rich while, Lucy the opposite. Dating Harry is very rational for Lucy besides he’s very wealthy, work for private equity in family company, but he also has a good personality background that will benefit Lucy not only in material goods but in many aspects of life.  
As modern people who affected not only by capitalism but also by technology and globalization where information and knowledges are easily acessed, in choosing life partner is one of big decision to decided the better or worse life. Lucy is one of luckiest one because she met someone like Harry who is meet the criteria of social expectations which is choosing Harry as a life partner is a rational decision.  
Lucy: You can do better than me Harry: Can I?  
Lucy: In my life of work, I met hundred desireable high quality men but you’re what we call in my industry a ‘unicorn’ impossible fantasy. Your brother was a unicorn too. The reason my client not lower their expectations 
is because against all that’s man like you actually exist  
Harry: There’s something wrong with me  
Lucy: You’re perfect, you’re smart, have ideal income, ideal education, ideal lifestyle, ideal height, you’re good looking, you have a great body, you’re charming, you were born rich, raised rich, and you’re still rich. You own a penthouse in Tribeca. You can take a girl to a restaurant like this, it’s not even special ocassion. You don’t have drug habit or call girls habit. You even know how to cut your hair and how to dress. You have taste. You’re 10 out of 10 in every category. A complete package.  
(Materialists, 2025, 41:03 — 42:35)  
 
This dialogue shows Lucy through her career as matchmaker that she knows so many details what society expected in looking for a partner, and she finds the perfect one. Rationalization is calculating anything and she calculated many things through Harry as an individual and he is the perfect calculation not only by personal view but also through social view. When Lucy said, “You’re perfect, you’re smart, have ideal income, ideal education, ideal lifestyle, ideal height, you’re good looking, you have a great body, you’re charming, you were born rich, raised rich, and you’re still rich—,” it showed the rationalization that Lucy found in Harry as his individual value, where it is highly infuental in society for having a perfect partner.  
On the other hand, Lucy and Harry are represent what ‘iron cage’ defined. Although, Lucy and Harry are from different social class but both of them were born and live in modern era where capitalism has been already worked as an unchanging system that practiced by people in the world.  
In consequences, Lucy as a capitalist individual she calculates anything including choosing life partner. The individual growth within character Lucy is clearly affected by capitalist culture, she is the individual product of capitalism. 
Nevertheless, Harry is also the product of capitalist system by served himself as someone who is fulfilled the social expectations to be an almost perfect individual. 
In highlighting Harry, he represents of a man who is born from wealthy family because their parents earn money not only to survive or fulfill their needs but something more than the basic needs. The restless work behavior that could earn money and wealth more than enough and it could inherited to their children, Harry is a child who got wealth through his parents.  
4.2.2 Romantic Life in Capitalist Logic as The Cultural Contradiction  
In capitalist romantic life, family or marriage is not based or the original to shaped capitalism, nevertheless, it is one thing that necessary on developing rational economic system. Where family as institution to supports work discipline in term of capitalism. The basic of capitalism is rationalization that logic is have to be more practical rather than emotional feeling, this linked to romantic life in capitalist logic where marriage is not valued for love despite marriage without love could be a sexual control that supports individual to work harder rather than having sex that is inadvisable. “For sexual intercourse is permitted, even within marriage, only as the means willed by God for the increase of His glory according to the commandment, ‘be fruitful and multiply” (Weber, 2005, p. 105). Also, marriage and sex are tools for reproduction. 
Socioeconomic considerations have a significant impact on marriages and love relationships in modern American society. Many people prefer to be financially comfortable before making long-term commitments due to the high cost of living, costly education, economic disparity, and unstable labour market. As a result, marriage is now seen by many Americans as the outcome of their socioeconomic achievements rather than the beginning of maturity. 
In Materialists (2025) practical romance at the end of the movie or the final decision that main character made is out of the line of the capitalist logic in term of romance and marriage which through inner resistance. Before Lucy made decision to back to his poor ex he broke up with Harry first with reason that she didn’t love him which is irrational reason to broke up with a perfect guy like Harry. Although, she is a capitalist woman with rational mind, that doesn’t make her to lose her sense as someone who lives in capitalist society.  
Lucy: I don’t think you and I are a good match  Harry: It’s because the surgery? 
Lucy: No, knowing that just makes me feel like I got actually know you  
Harry: Then what? It’s really hard for me to feels not about the legs  Lucy: It’s not, when I realized what you had done it make me feel exactly how I felt about you before  Harry: Which is what?  
Lucy: I’m not in love with you and you’re not in love with me. And there’s no amount of money that can fix that  
Harry: But we’re such a good match. You’re exactly what I am looking for and I know I can make your life better  
Lucy: Harry, you don’t wanna marry me, you want do business with me just like I wanna do business with you Harry: Isn’t marry a business deal?  
Lucy: Yes, it is but love has to be on the table  (Materialists, 2025, 1:20:03 — 1:21:10)  
This dialogue proof that Lucy decision to broke up with Harry is irrational decision because it is not incompatible with capitalist logic. She prioritized love over money. On the other hand, Harry stilll think rational that marriage is business wich is aligned with rationalization of capitalism where marriage is institutional to support discipline and hardship.  
On the other day, Lucy received John proposal and decided to marry with him. She accepted that she will live poor and broke with John as long as she with him and this is irrational decision that could be called as a resistance. The inner resistance in capitalist logic that Lucy did on chose John over Harry. Not until then, she also resigned from her work when she already got promotion with crazy sallary offers.  
Lucy: I’m sad you’re leave, V  
Violet: Me too, they really need me in London office and I’m calling you first all of the Ador girls because the CEO ask me to who should be as step up and accommodate to New York head. And I said absolutely has to be you Lucy: Me?  
Violet: Yes, you’re gonna get promotion, what’s so funny?  
Lucy: Well, I was goint to handed my resignation later tomorrow  
Violet: No you won’t  
Lucy: Yap, I have printed out and everything  
Violet: You can’t quit, but what you do instead  
Lucy: Honestly, maybe marry someone who poor  
Violet: I don’t know what  are you talking about  
(Materialists, 2025, 1:47:57 — 1:48:54)  
 
Through this conversation between Lucy and the chief of company, Violet,  is actually shows the redefinition of romance, where Lucy is prefer John who is her broke ex which has historical event with and has more emotional attachment with. 
Compared with Harry, a wealthy boyfriend, who is someone who was known by Lucy through matchmaker industry where she works that led her to him which less has emotional attachment with. In this situation, Lucy put aside the perfect ideal of partner rather she choose someone who can fulfill her emotional needs, no matter how broke he is, instead she tried to enter his world with living as a broke and leave her potential career. Furthermore, Harry as someone who she knows through matchmaker which is common system in U.S society to find perfect partner in modern life and he is the perfect ideal with high profile, can’t determine he’s the right one to fulfill the emotional needs and romantic love.  
John: You asked me how I could love you. 
(Lucy nods). 
John: just do. 
John: It’s the easiest thing. 
Lucy: I love you too. More than you know. 
You’re the only reason I know I’m capable of love. 
(They just stare at each other). 
John: I’ve been doing some math. 
Lucy: Yeah? 
John: Yeah, and I’m ready to make an offer. 
Lucy: Okay. 
John: This is the offer: I love you now, as I loved you before, and I’ll love you til I die. It’s a lifetime guarantee. 
John: And I won’t forget it like I used to, even when things are shit - I’ll make a calendar item every day reminding myself that I love you. 
John: I will be your certainty. That’s my final offer, and you can’t negotiate, only because I have nothing else to offer you. 
(Lucy nods). 
Lucy: It’s a deal. 
(Lucy extends her arm. John takes her hand and shakes it). 
(Materialists, 2025, 1:45:27 — 1:45:44)  
                                                                                                                                                        
This dialogue is a proof the reason why Lucy choose John over Harry while she lives in metropolitan, New York City, when everything is expensive. This conversation happened after she called by her ex-client, Sophie, after an incident a man that she macthed to Sophie is actually a bad person on that day he came to Sophie’s apartment to invade her. After the accident, Lucy realized that materialist things in relationship is not the main goal, however,  love on the table for the romantic life is necessary not only to fulfill emotional needs but also to build trust and safety, and John offered it to Lucy for her life-time guarantee. Furthermore, she could still live in expensive city even though she has too lowered her standards of living.  
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