
 

 

A PRAGMATIC ANALYSIS OF GEORGE'S DIRECTIVE 

SPEECH ACTS AS A REFLECTION OF HIS CARING 

ATTITUDE IN “OF MICE AND MEN” (1939) 

 

A THESIS 

In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements 

for S-1 Degree Majoring English Literature  in the English Department, 

Faculty of Humanities Diponegoro University 

 

Submitted by: 

Gesit Oktaviani 

13020122120034 

 

FACULTY OF HUMANITIES 

DIPONEGORO UNIVERSITY 

SEMARANG 

2026 



 

 

 

 

A PRAGMATIC ANALYSIS OF GEORGE'S 

DIRECTIVE SPEECH ACTS AS A REFLECTION OF 

HIS CARING ATTITUDE IN “OF MICE AND MEN” 

(1939) 

 

A THESIS 

In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements 

for S-1 Degree Majoring English Literature  in the English 

Department, Faculty of Humanities Diponegoro University 

 

Submitted by: 

Gesit Oktaviani 

13020122120034 

 

FACULTY OF HUMANITIES  

DIPONEGORO UNIVERSITY  

SEMARANG 

2026



 

 

ii 

PRONOUNCEMENT 

 

I honestly state that this thesis is written by myself without taking any works 

from other researchers in any unversity, in diploma degree, S-1, S-2, and S-3 

degree. I also ascertain that I do not take any material from other works except from 

the references mentioned.  

 

Semarang, 14 April 2026 

 

Gesit Oktaviani 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

iii 

MOTTO AND DEDICATION 

 

"Opportunities don't happen. You create them." 

 Chris Grosser 

"Long-term consistency trumps short-term intensity." 

Bruce Lee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This thesis is dedicated to 

My beloved dad, mom, 

and those who I love the most 

 

 

 

 



 

 

iv 

APPROVAL 

 

 



 

 

v 

VALIDATION 

  



 

 

vi 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

Praise be to Allah SWT for His endless blessings and mercy, which allowed me to 

complete this thesis. I would like to express my deepest gratitude to everyone who 

helped me finish this journey. While words can never truly repay their support, I 

want to say thank you from the bottom of my heart. 

My deepest appreciation goes to my advisor, Prof. Dr. Agus Subiyanto, M. A. 

Thank you for your patience and for sharing your valuable time to give me 

constructive suggestions and continuous guidance. Without your help, I wouldn't 

have been able to finish this thesis successfully. 

I would also like to express my greatest thanks to:  

1. Prof. Dr. Alamsyah, S.S., M.Hum., as the Dean of Faculty of Humanities, 

Diponegoro University. 

2. Dr. Drs. Oktiva Herry Candra, M.Hum., as the Head of the English 

Department of the Faculty of Humanities, Diponegoro University. 

3. All lecturers of English Department Diponegoro University. Precious 

knowledge and their advice would be unforgettable for the writer. 

4. My parents, Bapak Nur Kholis and Ibu Winarni, as well as my brothers, who 

are the biggest reasons and motivations for the writer to finish her education. 

5. My partner, Daffandra Ikhlastio, who has always been by my side. Thank 

you for the endless support and for always being there whenever help was 



 

 

vii 

needed. This journey could not have been finished easily without such great 

support from you. 

I realize this thesis is still far from perfect and needs improvement. Therefore, I 

truly welcome any constructive suggestions and recommendations. Finally, I hope 

this study will be useful for anyone interested in speech acts or related fields in 

general. 

 

Semarang, 12 April 2016 

 

Gesit Oktaviani 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

viii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

PRONOUNCEMENT ............................................................................................. ii 

MOTTO AND DEDICATION .............................................................................. iii 

APPROVAL ........................................................................................................... iv 

VALIDATION ........................................................................................................ v 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ..................................................................................... vi 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ..................................................................................... viii 

LIST OF TABLES .................................................................................................. x 

ABSTRACT ........................................................................................................... xi 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION ............................................................................. 1 

1.1 Background of the study ............................................................................... 1 

1.3 Research Questions ....................................................................................... 3 

1.4 Purposes of the Study .................................................................................... 3 

1.5 Previous Studies ............................................................................................ 3 

1.6 Scope of the Study ........................................................................................ 5 

CHAPTER II THEORY AND METHOD .............................................................. 7 

2.1 Theoretical Framework ................................................................................. 7 

2.1.1 Speech Acts ............................................................................................ 7 

2.1.2 Directive Speech Acts ............................................................................ 9 

2.1.2.1 Requestives ..................................................................................... 9 

2.1.2.2 Questions ....................................................................................... 10 

2.1.2.3 Requirements................................................................................. 11 

2.1.2.4 Prohibitives ................................................................................... 11 

2.1.2.5 Permissives .................................................................................... 12 

2.1.2.6 Advisories ..................................................................................... 13 

2.1.3  Direct and Indirect Speech Acts .......................................................... 14 

2.1.4 Theory of Characterization .................................................................. 15 

2.1.4.1 The Telling Method (Direct Exposition)....................................... 15 



 

 

ix 

2.1.4.2 The Showing Method (Indirect/Dramatic Method) ...................... 15 

2. 2 Research Method .................................................................................... 17 

2.2.1 Type of The Research .......................................................................... 17 

2.2.2 Data and Data Source ........................................................................... 17 

2.2.3 Method of Collecting Data ................................................................... 18 

2.2.4 Method of Analyzing Data ................................................................... 18 

CHAPTER III RESULT AND DISCUSSION ..................................................... 20 

3.1 Result .......................................................................................................... 20 

3.1.1 Classification and Distribution of George’s Directive Speech Acts .... 20 

3.1.2 George’s Harsh and Short-Tempered Characterization Reflected in 

Caring Directives .......................................................................................... 22 

3.2 Discussion ................................................................................................... 22 

3.2.1 Directive Speech Acts (Direct) ............................................................ 23 

3.2.1.1 Direct Requestive .......................................................................... 23 

3.2.1.2 Direct Question ............................................................................. 26 

3.2.1.3  Direct Requirement ...................................................................... 28 

3.2.1.4 Direct Prohibitives ........................................................................ 31 

3.2.1.5 Direct Permissive .......................................................................... 33 

3.2.2 Directive Speech Acts (Indirect) .......................................................... 34 

3.2.2.1 Indirect Requirement ..................................................................... 35 

3.2.2.2 Indirect Prohibitive........................................................................ 37 

3.2.3  George’s Harsh and Short-Tempered Characterization Reflected in 

Caring Directives .......................................................................................... 39 

CHAPTER IV CONCLUSION............................................................................. 43 

REFERENCES ...................................................................................................... 44 

APPENDIX ........................................................................................................... 47 

 

  



 

 

x 

LIST OF TABLES 

Table 3.1 Distribution of George’s Directive Speech Acts...................................19 

 

  



 

 

xi 

ABSTRACT 

In general, people express affection towards others gently. However, George Milton 

in the movie Of Mice and Men (1939) shows a completely different way of caring. 

Instead of being gentle, he expresses his care towards his intellectually disabled 

friend through a harsh manner of speaking. This study aims to illustrate that even 

bossy instructions can be a manifestation of care and responsibility. In the analytical 

process, George’s directive speech acts are classified based on the taxonomy 

proposed by Bach and Harnish (1979). Furthermore, this study examines how 

George’s quick-tempered characterization leads to these harsh directives, which are 

driven by his exhausting responsibility as a caregiver and the need to survive in a 

cruel world. The results indicate that although George’s instructions sound harsh, 

they are actually his way of protecting Lennie. This study proves that his angry 

reactions are not signs of hatred but rather a manifestation of his deep caring 

attitude. 

Keywords: Of Mice and Men Movie, Directive Speech Acts, Characterization, 

George Milton,  Pragmatics


