SEMARANG

WILLOWDEAN’S EXPERIENCES OF BEAUTY
MYTH IN JULIE MURPHY’S DUMPLIN (2015)

A THESIS

In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements
for S-1 Degree Majoring Literature in the English Department,

Faculty of Humanities Diponegoro University

Submitted by:

Amanda Nuria

13020121140135

FACULTY OF HUMANITIES
DIPONEGORO UNIVERSITY
SEMARANG
2025



PRONOUNCEMENT

I honestly state that this thesis was composed by myself without copying any
work from other researchers in any university, whether at the diploma, S-1, S-2, or S-
3 level. I also confirm that I have not used any material from other works except

those listed in the references.

Semarang, 25" September 2025

/// 1‘ ﬂ
/

/ Nl v’."’"“'y ~
/([ WPh~

Amanda Nuria



MOTTO AND DEDICATION

The best of people are those that bring most benefit to the rest of mankind.

Prophet Muhammad.

And they planned and Allah also planned and Allah is the best of planners.

QS. Al-Anfal:30

This thesis is dedicated
to all whom I hold dear,

the ones I will always call home.

il



APPROVAL
WILLOWDEAN'S EXPERIENCES OF BEAUTY MYTH IN JULIE

MURPHY'S DUMPLIN (2015)

Written by:
Amanda Nuria

NIM: 13020121140135

[s approved by the thesis advisor

On 19th September 2025

Thesis Advisor

Ariya Jati, S.S., M.A.
NIP. 197802282005021001

The Head of English Department

Dr. Drs. Oktiva Herry Chandra, M.Hum.
NIP. 196710041993031003




VALIDATION

WILLOWDEAN’S EXPERIENCES OF BEAUTY MYTH IN JULIE
MURPHY’S DUMPLIN (2015)

Submitted by:
Amanda Nuria

13020121140135

Approved by:
Strata | Thesis Examination Committee
Faculty of Humanities Diponegoro University

On December ¢ , 2025

Chairman,
Dr. Ratna Asmarani, M.Ed..M.Hum.
NIP 196102261987032001

Member, .
Sulistya Ningtyas, S.S., M.A.
NIP 199007102024062002

— ©
Member, - ﬁ /]‘
Ariya Jati, S.S., MLA. '
NIP 197802282005021001 (/% i

Accepted and declared in Semarang on December (6, 2025
The Dean of Faculty of Humanities

NIP. 197211191998021002



Mobile User


ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

All praise is due to the Almighty Allah SWT, whose infinite blessings and
guidance have granted me the strength and perseverance to complete this thesis. This
section is dedicated to expressing my deepest appreciation to those who have
contributed to its completion. Though words may fall short, this acknowledgment
reflects my sincere gratitude for their support and encouragement.

The deepest appreciation and gratitude are extended to my advisor, my deepest
gratitude to Mr. Ariya Jati, S.S., M.A., my thesis advisor, for his guidance, valuable
feedback, and continuous support throughout the writing of this thesis. His knowledge
and advice have greatly helped me in completing this work, and his encouragement has
motivated me to give my best effort.

My greatest thank also goes to the following;

1. Prof. Dr. Alamsyah, S.S., M.Hum., as the Dean of Faculty of Humanities,
Diponegoro University.

2. Dr. Drs. Oktiva Herry Chandra M.Hum., as the Head of the English Department
of the Faculty of Humanities, Diponegoro University.

3. All lecturers of English Department of Diponegoro University. Precious
knowledge and their advice would be unforgettable for the writer.

4. My beloved Bapak, Ibu, and Mas, whose unconditional love, guidance, and
support have been the writer’s strongest foundation and motivation in

completing this thesis

iii



. To Miss Zietha Arlamanda Asri, S.Hum., M.A., whose generosity in providing
knowledge, time, and support has contributed significantly to the completion of
this study.

. To Razandra Sirhan Sayudha Bernadi, with love and gratitude, for his patience,
kindness, and support. Thank you for believing in me, reminding me that I am
more than enough, and giving me the joy and strength to keep moving forward.
. To my dearest college girls Mukherjee, Viloletta, Thesa, Rasya, and Keisya,
thank you for brightening my days in Semarang from the very first moment.
Your presence has filled this journey with laughter, support, and memories that
will remain truly unforgettable.

. To my amazing and lovable Ikateksing, Alya, Citra, Thesa, Alma, Loisa, Aira,
Sirhan, Arya, Yosua, Fadhilah, Gilang, and Ashad, thank you for bringing joy,
laughter, and unforgettable memories that made my college life so much more

meaningful and fun.

v



This thesis is not without its limitations, and the writer is fully aware that there
is still room for improvement. Therefore, any constructive feedback and
suggestions will be sincerely welcomed and greatly appreciated. The writer hopes

this work can serve as a valuable reference for future studies on related areas within

the field.

Semarang, 25™ S?Ttember 2025

/]
S

/(Wi

/

/
/

/Amanda Nuria



ABSTRACT

This thesis explores how beauty myth operates in several aspects of life on the character
Willowdean Dixon in Julie Murphy’s Dumplin’. The theoretical framework is grounded
in Naomi Wolf’s six-part model of the beauty myth, though the analysis found only
three aspects appears in Willowdean’s life. The purposes of this thesis are identifying
Willowdean’s personality traits, examining how the beauty myth appears and
influences her life, and analyzing how she challenges and moves beyond it. The writer
uses the library research method of data collection by taking primary and secondary
data sources. The findings reveal that Willowdean’s journey reflects the harmful
influence of the beauty myth on women’s personal lives and relationships, but also
demonstrates the possibility of resistance.

Keywords: Personality Traits, Feminist Approach, Naomi Wolf, Beauty Myth, Library
Research Method
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