CHAPTER VI

MAIN RESULTS OF THE RESEARCH

1.1 Introduction

The democratic transition of the Kingdom of Morocco is a richly textured
and complex narrative that encapsulates the aspirations of a nation straddling the
dichotomy of revered traditions and the impetus for modern governance. This North
African monarchy, steeped in a confluence of Berber, Arab, African, and European
influences, serves as a living canvas illustrating the relentless pursuit of political
evolution within the confines of its distinct cultural matrix. The democratization
process in Morocco extends beyond the confines of political recalibration,
signifying a deep-seated transformation of the societal ethos,reflective of the
nation’s tenacity and steadfast commitment to the ideals of progressive governance.
This odyssey is marked by a symphony of historical legacies, cultural dynamics,
social empowerment, economic strategies, and media influence, each playing a
critical role in forging a political milieu that is more inclusive, transparent, and
accountable. As Morocco forges ahead through the labyrinth of challenges and
prospects presented by this transition, it continues to sculpt its identity and redefine
its role on the global stage. The nation’s efforts to amalgamate the diverse voices
of its populace with the axioms of democratic governance are laudable. The
amalgamation of these diverse endeavors underscores Morocco’s resolve to nurture
a democracy that is reflective of its rich heritage and the collective ambitions of its

people.



1.2 Historical and Cultural Foundations

1. Historical Legacies

Morocco’s political evolution, shaped by a succession of colonial and
monarchical periods, has profoundly influenced its governance structures and
collective consciousness (Whittaker, 1974). The nation’s complex history, marked
by indigenous Berber rule, Phoenician colonization, Roman annexation, and
Islamic conquests, culminated in the establishment of European protectorates in the
19th century. Independence in 1956 reaffirmed Morocco’s monarchical tradition
under the Alaouite dynasty,which was later challenged during the Arab Spring of
2011 (Abdessadek, 2021).This pivotal movement led to constitutional reforms that
sought to balance the monarchy’s powers with democratic ideals, integrating the
*AMAZIGH language as an official language, mandating the appointment of a
prime minister from the majority party, and transferring certain royal prerogatives
to the elected government, thereby reflecting Morocco’s unique blend of tradition

and modernity in its political identity.

2. Cultural Dynamics
Morocco’s cultural landscape, a vibrant collage of Berber, Arab, African,
and European threads, forms a robust foundation for its inclusive political dialogue,
which embraces diverse viewpoints and cultivates consensus-building. This rich
cultural fabric is the result of centuries of interaction, as Morocco’s strategic
location has historically been a confluence of civilizations, fostering a unique blend

of traditions and customs (Joffe, 1988) . The nation’s culture, deeply rooted in



Berber heritage and enriched by Arab, Andalusi, Mediterranean, Hebraic, and
African influences, reflects a convergence of historical forces that have shaped its
societal norms and values. Morocco’s position as a cultural bridge between
continents has positioned it as a pivotal player in cultural diplomacy, leveraging its
multifaceted heritage to promote tolerance, coexistence, and democratic values on
the international stage (Hasdiana, 2018).This role in cultural diplomacy is not only
a tool for international relations but also a means to reinforce domestic unity and
project Morocco’s cultural identity globally, thereby influencing the global
discourse on democracy and governance. The interweaving of traditional practices
with modern democratic ideals in Morocco’s governance model exemplifies the
country’s ongoing social and political evolution, balancing respect for its historical

legacy with a commitment to progressive values .

3. Civil Society and Women’s Participation

The rise of civil society and the growing participation of women in the
political arena represent significant social developments that are enhancing the
democratic fabric of Morocco. Civil society organizations, which have gained
prominence in the wake of the 2011 constitutional reforms, play a crucial role in
governance by elevating the concerns of underrepresented groups and influencing
policy-making.These organizations, encompassing a broad spectrum of interests
including human rights, gender equality, and social justice, have become
instrumental in the country’s political evolution. Simultaneously, Moroccan women
have made remarkable strides in overcoming traditional barriers, increasingly

taking on active roles within political decision-making bodies. This surge in female



political engagement is not only diversifying the political landscape but also
ensuring that women’s perspectives are integrated into the legislative process. The
implementation of gender quotas has been a key factor in this progress, resulting in
a historic increase in the number of women elected to various levels of government
and marking a shift towards greater gender parity in political representation.These
advancements in civil society participation and women’s political involvement are
pivotal in enriching Morocco’s democratic practices, signifying a move towards a
more inclusive and representative governance system that reflects the nation’s

commitment to progressive values and equality (Naciri, 2013).

4. Constitutional and Electoral Reforms

The evolution of Morocco into a more participatory democracy has been
profoundly influenced by deliberate constitutional revisions and progressive
electoral changes, with the 2011 constitutional reforms standing out as a key
milestone in this transformative process. These reforms were a direct response to
the public demonstrations that were part of the broader Arab Spring movement,
which called for greater democracy and inclusivityl. The constitutional changes
included the introduction of the *AMARIG language as an official language,
alongside Arabic, and the obligation for the king to appoint a prime minister from
the largest party in parliament. Additionally, the reforms transferred some powers
from the monarch to the prime minister, such as the dissolution of parliament and
the granting of amnesty, which were previously royal prerogatives (2021 ,335.4).
These amendments, approved by a significant majority in a national referendum,

marked a pivotal shift in Morocco’s political framework, setting a new precedent



for democratic engagement and reflecting the nation’s commitment to reform and
modernization (Group, 2019). The subsequent electoral developments have
continued to build on this foundation, with rules on elections often being amended
to reflect the evolving political landscape and to ensure more representative and

inclusive governance.
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Figure 26.1: Morocco parliamentary polls

Note: Adapted from (Jazeera, 2021)
Explanation Figure 6.1

The chart and accompanying information provide a clear overview of
parliamentary elections in Morocco. It appears that out of 15,702,592 Moroccans
eligible to vote, 55% are male and 45% are female. Parliament seats are distributed
among 305 people elected in multi-seat constituencies, and there are 395 reserved
seats, including 60 for women and 30 for candidates under the age of 35. This
reflects Morocco's commitment to gender equality and youth representation in
politics. The infographic is a visual representation of the state's efforts to create a

more inclusive political environment.



1.3 Economic and Media Landscapes

a. Economic Reforms

Morocco’s economic strategies, especially the transformation of
Casablanca into a dynamic economic hub, have significant ramifications for
political liberalization. These multifaceted reforms, which encompass critical areas
such as fiscal policy, labor legislation, and the business environment are
instrumental in fostering a politically stable climate (Barbanente et al., 2007).
Casablanca’s evolution reflects Morocco’s broader economic agenda, which
includes the World Bank-supported development plan aimed at making the city
more competitive and livable, and attractive for investors. This economic
revitalization is part of a comprehensive reform program that targets sustainable
and inclusive growth, with a focus on healthcare, education, and renewable
energy.Moreover, the city’s industrial and commercial ascendancy, being home to
over half of Morocco’s factories and commercial banking transactions (Cohen,
2003), positions it as a key economic trading node for the African-European
region.These economic strides are not only reshaping Casablanca but also
influencing Morocco’s political landscape, as economic prosperity often paves the
way for political openness and reform (Wilcox, 2009). The government’s
commitment to structural reforms is seen as a crucial step in navigating challenges
and embracing opportunities for a prosperous future, which in turn supports the

notion of political liberalization .

b. Media Influence



In Morocco, the media landscape, encompassing both traditional and digital
platforms, has been a cornerstone in sculpting the nation’s public discourse and
catalyzing democratic transformation. Traditional media, with its deep-rooted
presence, has significantly influenced Morocco’s narrative, shaping public opinion
and political debates. Meanwhile, the advent of digital media, particularly social
media, has brought about a paradigm shift in political engagement, democratizing
information dissemination and fostering a more interactive and participatory
communication ecosystem. This dual media dynamic has not only amplified
citizens’ voices but also provided a space for diverse perspectives, contributing to
the country’s political maturation. While traditional media continues to play a
critical role in information dissemination, social media has emerged as a powerful
tool for mobilizing public opinion, facilitating collective action, and enhancing the
accountability of public officials. The interplay between these media realms has
thus become a pivotal element in Morocco’s ongoing journey towards a more robust

and inclusive democracy.

1.4 Opportunities and Challenges
a. International Partnerships
Morocco’s strategic alliances with global financial institutions such as the
IMF and the World Bank have been pivotal in bolstering the nation’s economic
stability and fostering its democratic progression. These partnerships offer a wealth
of resources and expertise, which Morocco has effectively utilized to underpin its
development initiatives and economic reforms. For instance, the collaboration with

the World Bank on projects like the Noor Solar Plant and the rehabilitation of the



Fez Medina exemplifies the synergy between Morocco’s development goals and
the support provided by these institutions (Teevan, 2019).Furthermore, the
Marrakech Principles for Global Cooperation, established during the World Bank
and IMF Annual Meetings, underscore the commitment to inclusive and sustainable
growth, governance, and the rule of law, all of which are essential for democratic
advancement.These principles also highlight the importance of expanding financing
sources and fostering foreign direct investment, which are crucial for creating jobs
and promoting economic prosperity. By drawing on the support and wisdom of
established democracies through these institutions, Morocco is not only enhancing
its own democratic practices but also contributing to the global discourse on

democracy and development.

b. Technological Innovation

The integration of technology into the mechanisms of civic engagement and
government transparency has the potential to significantly elevate the efficacy of
public institutions and broaden citizen participation. In the era of the digital
revolution, an array of technological tools is at the forefront of transforming citizen-
government interactions, thereby revolutionizing the democratic process. These
tools, ranging from social media platforms to sophisticated data analytics, enable a
more dynamic and immediate dialogue between citizens and their representatives,
ensuring that the voices of the populace are heard and accounted for in
governance.Moreover, advancements in secure data storage and sharing, alongside
the proliferation of online platforms, have opened up new avenues for government

accountability and responsiveness (Mizukami et al., 2011). By facilitating access to



information and simplifying the process of civic involvement, technology acts as a
catalyst for a more engaged and informed citizenry, ultimately strengthening the

foundations of democracy.

1.5 The Interplay of Tradition and Modernity
A. Balancing Act

Morocco’s pursuit of harmonizing its rich ancestral customs with
contemporary advancements is a testament to its dedication to a democratic
evolution that honors its historical legacy. This strategic balance is pivotal in
preserving social cohesion, which is the fabric of the nation’s unity, while
simultaneously steering towards modern governance structures. The country’s
cultural heritage, a vibrant tapestry of Arab, Berber, African, and European
influences, is reflected in its multifaceted society that is both steeped in tradition
and rapidly embracing modernizationl. As Morocco navigates the complexities of
globalization, it ensures that its economic, social, and political advancements do not
overshadow its cultural identity (Sciences et al., 2014). Instead, these advancements
are integrated in a manner that fortifies the nation’s identity, as seen in the
government’s initiatives like “Plan Marco Vert,” which aims to modernize
agriculture while increasing productivity. Furthermore, Morocco’s urban
development encapsulates this ethos, with modern housing and infrastructure
developments coexisting with traditional Riads, underscoring the nation’s
commitment to a future that is both progressive and deeply rooted in its
heritage. This approach has not only strengthened the societal bonds but has also

positioned Morocco as a model for other nations striving to blend the preservation



of cultural heritage with the imperatives of contemporary development.

1.6 Economic Stability as a Precursor to Political Change
A. Macro-Economic Strategies

Morocco’s economic policies, bolstered by the support of international
financial institutions such as the International Monetary Fund (IMF), have been
instrumental in creating a fertile ground for both political and economic
transitions.The nation’s approach to economic stability is not merely a financial
imperative but a cornerstone for political liberalization . It is this stability that lends
credibility to the government’s reform agenda and instills a sense of confidence
among citizens, thereby fostering a more engaged and participatory civil society.
Economic stability, characterized by controlled inflation and sustainable growth,
acts as a catalyst for political reforms by ensuring that the populace retains trust in
the state’s governance capabilities. This trust is crucial as it underpins the legitimacy
of the state’s actions and the public’s willingness to accept and adapt to changes
brought about by reforms. Moreover, the economic resilience provided by such
policies can mitigate the social and economic shocks that often accompany the
transition to liberalized markets and democratic governance structures (All, 2007).
By maintaining a balance between economic growth and social welfare, Morocco’s
policies, underpinned by international support, exemplify the symbiotic
relationship between economic stability and the successful implementation of
political reforms. This relationship is vital for the nation’s ongoing journey towards
a more open and democratic society, where citizen participation is not only

encouraged but also seen as integral to the nation’s progress (Dimitrovova, 2010).
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Table 6.1:Morocco’s Economic Indicators: A Snapshot of Stability and

Challenges
Indicator S/Oazlie
Economic Growth 7.4%
Annual Inflation 1.4%

Consumer Price
Index Increase

Public Debt -

Poverty Levels -

Note: Adapted from (Fund, 2023).

Explanation Table 6.1:

Morocco’s economic landscape in 2021 showcased a robust growth rate of
7.4%, which is projected to slow down to 1.1% in 2022. Despite the slowdown, the
nation has maintained controlled inflation levels, with an average annual inflation
of 1.4% in 2021 and a Consumer Price Index increase of 3.6% in February 2022,
indicating a rise in the cost of goods. The public debt is projected to remain below
80% of GDP, suggesting fiscal responsibility and manageable debt levels.
However, poverty levels are expected to remain stagnant, highlighting the need for
targeted social policies. These statistics reflect the outcomes of Morocco’s macro-

economic strategies, which have been instrumental in creating a stable foundation

2022
Projection/Value

1.1%

3.6% (Feb)

Below 80% of
GDP

Stagnant

11

Remarks

Indicates a slowdown
in growth

Reflects controlled
inflation levels

Suggests rising costs of
goods

Within manageable
levels

No significant change
expected



for political reforms and maintaining a balance between economic growth and

social welfare.

1.7 The Role of Media in Democratic Maturation
A. Navigating Media Freedom

The media’s role as a foundational pillar of democratic society is both
critical and complex, particularly as it navigates the intricate challenges of
censorship and the delicate balance between state interests and journalistic integrity.
In democratic societies, the media is entrusted with the crucial task of informing the
public, serving as a watchdog against power, and providing a platform for diverse
voices and opinions.However, this role is often compromised by the imposition of
censorship, which can stem from both governmental pressures and self-imposed
restraint by media entities in response to political, economic, or social
influences.The struggle to maintain journalistic integrity while accommodating
state interests involves a continuous negotiation between the autonomy of the press
and the influence exerted by ownership (Mansouri, 2017), whether by private
entities or government bodies.These challenges are not insurmountable barriers but
rather opportunities for substantive reform and growth within the media landscape.
By addressing issues such as the restriction of information flow, the media can
enhance its capacity to foster a more informed and engaged citizenry, thereby
strengthening its indispensable role in the democratic process.Reforms aimed at
increasing transparency, protecting the rights of journalists, and promoting media
pluralism can lead to a more robust and resilient press, one that upholds the

principles of democracy by ensuring that the public remains well-informed and that
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those in power are held accountable.Such growth and reform are essential for the
media to not only persist as a pillar of democracy but to thrive as an agent of social
change and a guardian of public intersest.
1.8 Transforming Challenges into Opportunities

A. Inclusive Dialogue and Policy Reforms

Morocco’s commitment to fostering inclusive dialogue and enacting
strategic policy reforms is a critical step towards addressing the persistent economic
disparities and political challenges within the nation.These reforms are not only
essential for the equitable distribution of economic benefits but also for reinforcing
the democratic principles that are vital for the nation’s progress.By engaging in a
broad and inclusive process of consultation, Morocco is taking significant strides to
ensure that the voices of all citizens, including those in the most remote areas, are
heard and considered in the policymaking process.The country’s efforts to reduce
socio-economic inequality and promote a more inclusive growth model are evident
in its ambitious reform agenda, which aims to provide greater opportunities for
youth, women, and entrepreneurs (Bobek et al., 2023).This approach is expected to
create an environment where democratic principles are not just theoretical ideals
but tangible realities experienced in the everyday lives of its citizens. The integration
of democratic principles into daily life is further supported by Morocco’s political
system, which combines elements of a constitutional monarchy with a
parliamentary framework, allowing for vibrant civil society engagement and
regular multiparty elections. The government’s commitment to these reforms is also

reflected in its economic policies, which have been designed to stimulate private
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investment, boost innovation, include women in the labor force, and increase human
capital. As Morocco continues to implement these strategic policy reforms, it is
poised to establish a more inclusive and democratic society, where the principles of
fairness, participation, and accountability are embedded in the fabric of everyday

life (Idrissi et al., 2021).

1.9 Conclusion

Morocco’s progression towards democratic transition represents a complex

discourse, intricately woven into the fabric of its profound historical legacy and
driven by the vigorous interaction among diverse cultural, social, economic, and
political determinants.
The nation’s strategic location at the crossroads of Europe and Africa, coupled with
its cultural mosaic of Arab, Berber, and African influences, provides a unique
platform for promoting democratic values through international diplomacy and
cultural exchange.This geographical and cultural nexus has historically positioned
Morocco as a mediator and bridge-builder, fostering dialogue and understanding
across diverse civilizations.

The rise of civil society and the increasing participation of women in the
political arena are emblematic of Morocco’s shift towards a more inclusive and
representative governance model. These developments reflect a broader societal
transformation, where the voices of traditionally marginalized groups are being
amplified and integrated into the political discourse.The empowerment of women,
in particular, has been a significant milestone, with Moroccan women actively

contributing to the political landscape and advocating for gender equality and social
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justice.

Economic reforms have been a cornerstone of Morocco’s modernization
efforts, with the government implementing policies aimed at liberalizing the
economy, attracting foreign investment, and fostering sustainable growth. These
reforms have not only revitalized the economy, but also created new avenues for
political expression and participation, thereby energizing the democratization
process. The strategic deployment of media, both traditional and digital, has further
catalyzed this transformation, offering citizens new platforms to engage in public
debate and hold their leaders accountable.

As Morocco continues to chart its course towards democratic maturity, it
faces the challenge of converting obstacles into opportunities. The nation’s
commitment to inclusive dialogue, responsive reforms, and the innovative
application of technology is pivotal in reinforcing a resilient democracy that reflects
its diverse heritage and the collective ambitions of its people.The convergence of
these efforts highlights Morocco’s capacity for adaptation and growth, as it forges
ahead in refining its democratic framework, turning challenges into stepping stones
for a thriving and participatory democracy. The synthesis of Morocco’s endeavors
in these domains underscores its determination to cultivate a robust democracy that

is both reflective of its rich heritage and attuned to the aspirations of its citizenry.
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