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ABSTRACT 

 

  

This thesis is about the application of directive speech acts study to analyze the 

characterization of a character in a movie. By analyzing utterances uttered by 

Massie Block that occur in The Clique (2008) movie, this study aims to unfold her 

characterization using directive speech acts theory proposed by Searle (1979). 

Content analysis method was applied to conduct the data. The data were taken from 

utterances uttered by Massie Block that occur in the movie which have been 

classified into several types of directive speech acts. The data were identified by 

considering the context of the utterances and how the utterances are conveyed. The 

data that have been classified into each type of directive speech act were used to 

unfold the characterization of Massie Block as portrayed in the movie. The results 

show that there are five types of directive speech acts performed by Massie Block 

which are classified into inviting, begging, suggesting, prohibiting, and requesting 

act. Based on the analysis, Massie Block is the typical person who is a social 

butterfly, Massie has leadership toward her friends, Massie knows how to act 

politely and considerately in requesting what she wants, but Massie is a spoiled 

child and can be manipulative in getting what she wants, and Massie also has a 

controlling behavior toward her best friends.  

 

Keywords: speech acts, directive speech act, characterization, Massie Block, The 

Clique (2008) movie
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