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ABSTRACT

Non-standard English (NSE) and standard English (SE) are parts of language
variety. SE is privileged and usually used by the upper-class, while NSE is typically
acquired from home and is usually used by the lower class. Language variety,
including SE and NSE, is not only present in verbal communications but also in
novels. The aims of this study are to (1) identify the NSE and SE used in The Secret
Garden (1911) novel, (2) describe the characters’ motives on using NSE, and (3)
describe the characters’ motives on using SE. This study focuses on the utterances
of Mary, Colin, Archibald Craven, Mrs. Medlock, Martha, Dickon, and Ben
Weatherstaff, which represent different social classes. The data in this study were
collected from The Secret Garden (1911) e-book. This study uses the descriptive
qualitative method and purposive sampling technique, analysed using the theories
of Holmes (2013), Azzar (1993), Freeborn (1995), and Saunders (1990). The results
of the study show that NSE includes different grammatical and vocabulary features
in comparison to SE. Lower-class characters use more NSE than those from higher
classes. The possible motives on using NSE include environment, poverty and
education, as well as solidarity. The possible motive on using SE is politeness.

Keywords: language variety, non-standard English, social class, solidarity,
politeness






