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ABSTRACT 

 

In the movie P.S. I Still Love You, various categories of directive speech acts (DSA) 

are used in the dialogues. These various categories of DSA might have been 

influenced by many factors such as social hierarchical relationships, or other 

personal factors. The purposes of this study are to identify the types of directive 

speech acts found in the movie and to describe the social hierarchy influenced 

directive speech acts in the movie. In this research, the writer uses Searle’s theory 

(1969) to analyze DSA and Brown & Levinson’s theory (1978) to analyze social 

hierarchy. The method used is descriptive qualitative with the purposive sampling. 

The writer focuses on the utterances that contain directive speech acts. The writer 

found 58 utterances that can be categorized as DSAs. In terms of the first objectives, 

the writer discovered four categories of DSA: suggestion, questioning, 

commanding, and requesting. The writer uses IFIDs (Illocutionary Force Indicating 

Devices) parameter and felicity condition to analyze the directive speech acts. In 

the terms of second objective, the writer discovered three factors that influenced the 

use of directive speech acts, namely power, social distance, and the rank of 

imposition. Lara Jean has more power than her interlocutor. However, in other 

situations, Lara Jean also does not have power (powerless) or equal power. Then 

for social distance, the distance between Lara Jean and the interlocutor is 

predominantly close. It can be concluded that Lara Jean's social distance is low. 

Lastly, the rank of imposition is low because most of what Lara Jean says is easy 

for her interlocutor to do. So, Lara Jean prefers to use direct directive speech acts 

than indirect directive speech acts.  
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