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ABSTRACT

The study examines how legal injustice and institutional racism affect Black individuals as 
depicted in the popular Netflix series When They See Us (2019). Utilizing Abrams’s objective 
approach and library research as the primary method, the study takes a deep dive into the experiences 
of the Central Park Five, a group of Black and Hispanic boys who were falsely accused of raping and 
assaulting a white woman in 1989 by examining the intrinsic aspects of the series. The author also 
utilizes sociological approach in film to analyze racial stereotypes, prejudice, and institutionalized 
racism, which negatively impacted their arrests, interrogations, trials, and overall treatment by the 
criminal justice system in the series. The study finds that there are significant impacts of institutional 
racism and legal injustice towards the Central Park Five, such as wrongful conviction, racial tension, 
and lack of trust towards law enforcement, which all lead to a flawed justice system.

Keywords: legal injustice, institutional racism, central park five, prejudice, racial tension.
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