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ABSTRACT

In this thesis, the writer analyzes cult activity by highlighting the impact of
brainwashing activities as a critical element that triggers the emergence of abused
rituals, detailing the complexity of the psychological and sociological dynamics
involving cult members in Apostle (2018) movie. The main focus of this thesis is to
show the effect of brainwashing on ritual abuse. The writer uses brainwashing theory
addressed by Alexandra Stein to analyze this film. Emile Durkheim’s sociological
approach is used in this study. The results of this study are the application of cults in
society supported by individual psychological pressure carried out by the cult leader.
Sociological interactions give rise to brainwashing activities originating from
someone who has power, resulting in abuse of rituals such as blood donations in the
name of good religious things in the Apostle (2018) movie.

Keywords: Religion, Apostle (2018), Cult, Brainwashing, Ritual Abuse, Emile
Durkheim’s Sociological Approach

14



