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ABSTRACT

Stigma is considered as one of the most common issues in American 
society. This issue occurs due to differences between two individuals, people, or 
groups that have different orientation, appearance, or beliefs. One of the groups 
that are considered to be the victims of stigma in society are people who live with 
HIV/AIDS. This study aims to identify American society’s perception towards 
HIV/AIDS in the movie The Normal Heart using the stigma theory approach by 
Goffman and four mechanisms of stigma by Major. Moreover, the research 
method of this study uses an objective criticism by Abrams to analyze the intrinsic 
aspects in the movie. The result of the analysis shows that there is a compatibility 
between four mechanisms related to the factors of stigma including expectancy 
confirmation processes, automatic stereotype activation-behavior, negative 
treatment and discrimination, and stigma as identity threat that lead American 
society to stigmatize and discriminate against people living with HIV/AIDS.

Keywords: Stigma, American Society, HIV/AIDS.


