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ABSTRACT

This research thesis discusses The Edge of Seventeen, a film written and directed by
Kelly Fremon Craig. The objective of this thesis is to analyze the inferiority complex
of Nadine Franklin, the main character of the film, which includes the symptoms of
Nadine’s inferiority complex, the causes of Nadine’s inferiority complex, and the
effects of Nadine’s inferiority complex. The writer is using library research method to
collect the data and psychological approach to analyze the intrinsic and extrinsic
elements of the film. As for the analysis, the writer is using the concept of inferiority
complex in Alfred Adler’s individual psychology. The result shows that the main
character, Nadine, is unable to compensate her normal feelings of inferiority which
leads her to inferiority complex. Nadine shows the symptoms of inferiority complex,
such as sense of worthlessness, inability to socialize, and feelings of anxiety. The
causes of her inferiority complexes are the lack of attention from her mother, negative
past events, her disadvantaging position in the family, and her lack of social interest.
Nadine’s inferiority complexes are resulting in her lack of self-development, which
affects her negatively.
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