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ABSTRACT 

 

 

This study examines the politeness strategies employed by Annalise Keating, the 

main character in the series “How to Get Away With Murder" (HTGAWM) in her 

professional interactions. The study adopts descriptive qualitative research and 

utilizes Brown and Levinson's (1987) theory of politeness strategy as the theoretical 

framework. The research goal is to gain an understanding of the politeness 

strategies employed by Annalise Keating and how sociological factors, such as 

power, social distance, and rank of imposition influence her choice of strategies. 

The study reveals that Mrs. Keating primarily employs the bald on record strategy 

(46.7%), followed by negative politeness (30.32%) and off record (16.4%), while 

positive politeness is the least used strategy (6.55%). The analysis demonstrates 

that Mrs. Keating's choice of politeness strategies is influenced by sociological 

factors. For instance, she tends to use negative politeness strategies when 

interacting with individuals of higher power and social distance, such as judges.  

 

Keywords: politeness strategy, sociological factors, How to Get Away With 

Murder, Annalise Keating 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


