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APPENDIX 

No. Expressive Speech Acts of Thanking Direct/Indirect 

1. I said, thank you for pretending to be my adult. Indirect 

2. I told him, thanks for the invitation but maybe later 

because I have to finish gluing my rocket. 

Indirect 

3. I told Steve thanks, I can’t drive a car yet and also I’m 

saving my money for food and emergencies 

Indirect 

4. I told Ken thanks for letting me use his computer, and 

now I’m back here by mine and the guys’s tents. 

Inirect 

5. Alex: Thanks Steve. Direct 

6. I said, Thanks, feel free to use it in your next book. Inirect 

7. Alex: CARL SAGAN! And Zed! You brought him 

thank you thank— oww . . . 

Direct 

8. I posted on Rocketforum to thank everyone for 

donating and I uploaded some pictures of how my scars 

are healing too, and Ken Russell said that’s going to be 

a great story when I’m older. I said it’s a pretty great 

story right now. 

Indirect 
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No. Expressive Speech Acts of Apologizing Direct/Indirect 

1. I wasn’t paying attention, and I rammed right into 

someone! I said, Oops! Sorry! 

Indirect 

2. Sorry Zed, I just—I have ants in my pants because Carl 

Sagan and I are going to SHARF in New Mexico to 

launch my Golden iPod into space. We’re supposed to 

carpool with people from Rocketforum.org and they’re 

going to be waiting at Blake’s Lottaburger near the 

train station, but I don’t know if they’ll still be there 

when we get there. 

Indirect 

3. I tried to tell them I’m sorry my rocket failed and if 

they don’t want to give me an internship anymore I 

understand 

Indirect 

4. Alex: Sorry, Zed—what? Direct 

5. I’m sorry I couldn’t record anything until now. Indirect 

6. Alex: “I’m sorry . . . I’m trying to be brave” Direct 

7. Alex: “I’m sorry I got mad again.” Direct 

8. I told Zed, I’m sorry I made you talk. Indirect 

9. I said, Oh, OK, we’re sorry for bothering you. Indirect 
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10. And then we said good-bye to Nathan and I told him to 

tell Zed I’m sorry we couldn’t stay and I hope he got 

lightened at his meditation seminar. 

Indirect 

11. Sorry. Terra is still asleep. I’ll try to be quiet. Indirect 

12. Sorry guys, I’ll remember to call him and ask. We can 

do it over the phone probably. That should still work. 

Indirect 

13. I told Ronnie, I know, I’m sorry, and I asked him why 

shouldn’t I talk about what happened though, does it 

have something to do with our mom’s tests? 

Indirect 

14. I told him, I’m really sorry I left you boy, I’m never 

going to leave you again, I promise, and I’ll get you 

trained as a service dog so that way you can go 

anywhere I go and you’ll never be alone for the rest of 

your life. 

Indirect 

15. I told Terra I’m sorry I cost so much money, I promise 

I’ll work overtime at Mr. Bashir’s gas station and make 

some money to pay for my emergency room and my 

mom’s hospital also, and then Ronnie said let’s not talk 

about this, and I said, You never want to talk about 

anything! You never want to talk about our dad and 

now you don’t want to talk about our mom either! 

Indirect 
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16. Alex: “I know, I’m sorry I wandered off, Ronnie. I was 

just curious . . .” 

Direct 

17. Sorry I haven’t recorded anything in a while. I’ve been 

SO busy. 

Indirect 

 

No. Expressive Speech Acts of Congratulating Direct/Indirect 

1. But I was happy for Noah and his dad too—they built a 

really great rocket. 

Indirect 

2. Alex: “Good one, Zed!” Direct 

3. Alex: “It’s OK. You did good, sister!” Direct 

4. Alex: “See Steve? We told you it was a good idea to 

come out”. 

Direct 

5. Alex: “Oh, no, I HAVEN’T seen the sightseer car. But 

this girl Lacey said it was all made of glass so maybe 

we should go look. Maybe we can see why we’re not 

moving! Great idea, Zed!” 

Direct 

6. I told him that was a GREAT idea. Indirect 
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No. Expressive Speech Acts of Greeting Direct/Indirect 

1.  Good night guys. Indirect 

2. Good morning, guys. Indirect 

3. Alex: “Bye! I mean, hello!” Direct 

4. Hi again, guys! Indirect 

5. Hi guys! Indirect 

6. Hi guys, I’m back Indirect 

7. Hi guys . . . Indirect 

8. Hi guys, can you hear me? Indirect 

9. When we passed his seat he smiled at me and I bowed 

and I said Namaste, which is how you’re supposed to 

greet martial arts masters. 

Indirect 

 

No. Expressive Speech Acts of Wishing Direct/Indirect 

1. It’s SO cool, I wish I had those for my house! Indirect 

2. I wish I had two extra arms or at least a headlamp and it 

took me FOREVER to glue everything. 

Indirect 

3. Alex: “… I wish I had something beautiful and poetic to 

say…” 

Direct 
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4. Alex: “Guys, I wish you could see this right now.” Direct 

5. I wish I could call Ronnie . . . Indirect 

6. I wished Carl Sagan was there because he’d be really 

nervous about meeting Terra at first. 

Indirect 

7. I wished I brought my sunglasses but they’re at my house 

in Rockview. 

Indirect 

8. Alex: “I wish I had my Blu-ray of Contact because then 

we could watch Contact. Have you seen it?” 

Direct 

9. Alex: “I wish you guys could have seen Terra.” Direct 

10. I wish I could record smells onto this Golden iPod for 

you guys. 

Indirect 

11. Alex: “I wish I could eat it by smelling it. But then I’d 

be on a gas diet.” 

Direct 

12. I wish I was sixteen already because then I could drive a 

car and go see my mom by myself and I wouldn’t need 

Ronnie or Terra to take me. 

Indirect 

13. Alex: “I wish Dad was still here.” Direct 

14. I said I wish I didn’t have to pretend. Indirect 

15. I said, I wish we did this every weekend, because the 

grass is going to get longer and the house is going to get 

Indirect 
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dirty and smelly and filled with garbage, and we’ll have 

to clean it up all over again. 

16. I hope I can figure out who’s who because for most 

people I only know their usernames and not what they 

look like.  

Indirect 

17. Alex: “I don’t know, Zed. I really hope so . . .” Direct 

18. Alex: “OK guys, I hope you like all the recordings I 

made.” 

Direct 

19. I hope that’s OK because I know I only made you food 

for the weekend and I love you. 

Indirect 

20. I hope he’s doing OK without me. Indirect 

21. I hope he didn’t get lost. Indirect 

22. And I hope Carl Sagan’s OK because he usually gets 

nervous around loud music like they’re playing in there. 

Indirect 

23. I hope I get to talk to Terra’s mom and stepdad. Indirect 

24. I hope that Terra meets my mom and Ronnie soon. Indirect 

25. I called Ronnie and it went to his voicemail, so I left him 

a message and I said, Hey Ronnie, I hope you’re not too 

busy because I have a couple of surprises for you! 

Indirect 

26. Alex: “… I hope he got lightened at his meditation 

seminar…” 

Direct 
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27. He said he hopes I find what I’m looking for. And I 

hoped so too, 

Indirect 

28. I told Terra, My mom’s probably on one of her walks 

and I hope she brought an umbrella. 

Indirect 

29. I felt hopeful because I hoped everything with my mom’s 

tests would be OK, and then Steve got up and walked out 

of the room. 

Indirect 

30. So I just said I love you and I hope you get better. Indirect 

 

No. Expressive Speech Acts of Attitude Direct/Indirect 

1. I hate it when his sister Didi goes in and messes up 

everything. 

Indirect 

2. I told him I’m more responsible than a lot of thirteen-

year-olds I know. 

Indirect 

3. I said that’s really stupid because kids are different. Indirect 

4. I said, shouldn’t you sit in the seat number that the ticket 

guy gave you? 

Indirect 

5. Alex: “I know what you mean. It’s like when someone 

thinks I’m still nine or ten years old. I hate that because 

I’m eleven, not nine. I’m in middle school, not fourth 

Direct 
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grade. And I’m probably at least thirteen in 

responsibility years!” 

6. Grown-ups can be so weird sometimes. Sometimes when 

I’m around grown-ups for too long who aren’t my mom, 

I just want to yell, Are all of you totally crazy! 

Indirect 

7. Alex: “But it makes no sense. He brought you daisies! 

Why was he so mad and yelling at everyone and why 

would he try to hurt Nathan when you guys were just 

talking, and why did YOU hit HIM? Violence isn’t the 

answer to anything.” 

Direct 

8. What tests? and he said just some tests, they’re not my 

concern, and I said I think they ARE my concern because 

that’s how I’m feeling—concerned. 

Indirect 

9. I told him that makes no sense because the universe has 

no center, it’s rapidly expanding in all directions 

Indirect 

10. Alex: “Why? Why should I do that, Zed? I know Ronnie 

wants me to stay indoors and pretend I’m not home if 

someone knocks or calls, but nobody’s telling me why, 

and this whole time I’ve been trying to get a man in love 

and now he’s right there in the driveway and this is my 

Direct 
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chance, and now you don’t want me to go outside 

either!” 

11. Alex: “No, I don’t, I have Steve talking on the phone to 

his girlfriend from before but that wasn’t the right 

thing!” 

Direct 

12. Alex: “That makes no sense, Zed! Are you even listening 

to what I’m saying?” 

Direct 

13. I said, Why not, YOU went to see her yesterday so why 

can’t I go see her today? 

Indirect 

14. How are we supposed to help her schizophrenia if we 

don’t even talk about it! 

Indirect 

15. I’m glad we’re doing something about this outstanding 

question but what about all your guys’s other 

outstanding questions? I said I have my own outstanding 

questions too, like When can I see my mom? and What 

kind of shows do they have at her hospital? and Why 

doesn’t Ronnie want me to go see her and why don’t you 

or Ronnie want to talk about stuff? Why can’t you guys 

just tell me the truth! And then Terra frowned again and 

she STILL wouldn’t talk about it. 

Indirect 

16. I don’t know why everyone is being such a bleep. Indirect 
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17. Alex: “What do you mean when she’s herself? She’s not 

NOT herself, she just has her schizophrenia problem, 

and if we bring her all her stuff we can help her get 

better.” 

Direct 

18. Alex: “That’s because you never tell me the whole story! 

Why don’t you ever want to talk about our dad? Mom 

always said he was a good man at heart. She said he 

loved us very much and—" 

Direct 

19. Alex: “That’s not true—"  Direct 

20. Alex: “So the earth is dying because of things that we 

did, right? Things that humans did. And we KEEP 

hurting it, and the forests are disappearing and the oceans 

are rising and animals are going extinct, so maybe that’s 

why we have to colonize Mars. We have to leave Earth 

so Earth can get better again.” 

Direct 

21. Alex: “Because I was waiting for YOU to tell me. I’m 

NOT a little kid anymore, Ronnie. I’m not in elementary 

school anymore and it’s not like when we still slept in 

the same room, and I know that the truth is 

uncomfortable but if I’m only happy all the time then it’s 

not bravery!” 

Direct 
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22. I said, But what about your condo? and Ronnie said it’s 

not his, he can’t afford a condo on a junior agent’s salary 

so he’s just renting it, and it’s only a single room in the 

back of someone else’s property and it doesn’t even have 

its own kitchen. Then I said, But what about my school 

and Benji and my job for Mr. Bashir, and who’s going to 

be president of the Rockview Planetary Society and why 

can’t YOU just move back from LA and live at home? 

And then I started crying a little again. 

Indirect 

23. And then I started wondering, What the heck is a dad 

anyway? I mean, if you’re talking about a biological dad 

I had one, but what about a non-biological dad?  

Indirect 

 

 


