CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of Study

Feminism is a movement toward greater equality and freedom, which means
that by this condition, every woman (either black or white) has her role in
contributing positively and partially without feeling afraid of being too different.
Hence, there is no difference in treatment between white and black women or
even men in society. Thus, they share the same rights and privileges, however,
historically, there have been several significant problems with feminism,
including Gender Discrimination, the impact of Gender discrimination against
women occurs in various structures and relationships, including domains such as
health care, education, employment, politics, and the justice system.

This discrimination appears in slurs, harassment, bullying, and crimes of
violence. On the other hand, gender discrimination against women is a relevant
issue, illustrated by the continuing global struggle for women's reproductive
freedom in many countries. In the context of the United States, primary issues
within the feminist movement have focused on the resistance against repressive
sterilization and the achievement of reproductive rights, including the right to
abortion.

Bad Feminist Essay tells the readers about the feelings of Roxane Gay
regarding the way that she can embrace herself as a feminist. She claimed that she

was a bad feminist. Freely labeling the good feminist label would not be fair to



good feminists. Hence, she considers that she does not want to label herself as a
good feminist because it would be unfair to good feminists. However, she has
numerous opinions on gender equality. She feels so much pressure to live up to
certain ideals. She is genuinely committed to the significant issues of the feminist
movement. Also, she considers related strong opinions regarding misogyny and
institutional sexism that consistently places women at a disadvantage. Another
problem in Bad Feminist Essay is racism, this issue can be defined as an
assumption that human beings can be categorized into distinct and separate
biological groups known as races. The problem of racism, additionally, suggests
the inherent superiority of certain races over others.

The writer’s purpose in writing is to share the issues of gender
discrimination and race in the Bad Feminist Essay, which was created by Roxane
Gay in 2014. The writer also wants to examine the problem of the political issue
of gender discrimination against women and the respectability politic of racism.
On the other hand, the writer is fascinated with discussing racism issues in the

Bad Feminist Essay by showing the data.



1.2 Research Question

1. What are the intrinsic aspects in the “Bad Feminist Essay'?

2. What is the problem caused by a conflict in society in “Bad Feminist
Essay"?

3. What are the impacts of gender discrimination in “Bad Feminist
Essay”?

4. How is the response of respectability politic of racism with non-whites in

“Bad Feminist Essay "?

1.3 Scope of the Study

In this research, the writer must restrict the problems that will be analyzed
further. The problem has the purpose of getting specific results, in this study, the
writer raises the topic of gender discrimination that focuses on women by
showing the social conflict that causes birth control or limited reproductive
choices and also the respectability politic of non-whites as the case of racism in

the “Bad Feminism Essay.”

1.4 Aims of Study

1. To show the issues of social conflict in “Bad Feminist Essay.”
2. To analyze the problem of discrimination in "Bad Feminist Essay.”
3. To explain the respectability politic for racism with non-whites in "Bad

Feminist Essay.”



1.5 Previous Studies

According to Rivers (2010), in “Women and Children Last: An Essay on
sex discrimination in Disasters,” the purpose of his journal is to consider
physiological variations among males and females would advise that all matters
being equal, morbidity and mortality, the disaster, especially concerning food
scarcity, should indicate excess male mortality. The proof is sparse not because
the differences are small or occasional but because of two limitations in the
information. First, with the aid of their nature, failures are not the correct
surroundings to acquire dependable information. Second, collecting data regularly
intrinsically blurs the difficulty of not reporting morbidity and mortality by sex.

The second research from Laurence Parker and Marvin Lynn’s (2002)
“What Has Race Got to Do with it?” have conducted critical race theory’s
conflicts with and connections to qualitative research methodology and
epistemology. They try this, particularly supporting the fusion of CRT and
qualitative research methods to address the specific historical, criminal, and
contemporary social contexts of people of color. At the same time, the work
critiques whiteness and white privilege. Argue how it affects This article provides
a theoretical and conceptual basis for approaching consideration on how CRT as a
discourse of liberation can be used as a methodological tool. It explores the
implications of race and racism for the disenfranchised. It provides broader
ontological and epistemological expertise on how speciesist formation and life are

affected.



The third is from Jacomien Van Niekerk " (2016), Mostly “Black” and
“White” Race complicity and acceptance in Angie Krog's non-fiction.
He states that his article explores the function of race. In Angie Krog's non-
fiction trilogy My Skull (1998), A Change of Tongue (2003), and Begging. He
claimed that "To Be Black” (2009) examines the terms such as heart of whiteness
and heart of blackness. While Clog's claims that he essentializes Africa and
"blacks" will be investigated. The article also covers accusations of racism in
Krog's work. A partial answer to the stubborn question grounds that Krogg
focuses so much on "race" is sought in the notion of complicity.

On the other hand, other research is “Gender-Based Rejection Sensitivity
and Academic Self-Silencing in Women" created by Bonita London, Aneeta
Rattan, Geraldine Downey and Rainer Romero-Canyas, and Diana Tyson (2012),
have conducted constructing on previous work on rejection sensitivity, they
advise a social-cognitive version of gender-primarily based rejection sensitivity
(Gender RS) to account for individual differences in how women perceive and
deal with gender-based evaluative threats in competitive, historically male
institutions. Gender RS in some women leads them to silence themselves in
immediately self-protective methods that could imperil their development. In this
manner, the Gender RS system indicates how a person’s self-defensive responses
to threatening institutional circumstances, within the aggregate, can contribute to
the continuity of institutional sexism.

The last research is from, Farooq Ahmed and Gulnaz Sayed (2019) have

researched critical analysis of non-fiction essays. According to James Baldwin's



non-fiction essay “Notes from the Son of a Native” explores the resulting racism,
racial slurs, and sexual discrimination of race. It portrays all black African
Americans who face the problem of discrimination. Harassment, threats,
unwelcome remarks, and abusive language in American organizations. Therefore,
his non-fiction essay shares consequences. The lines of the essay "Notes of a
Native Son" are analyzed to provide insight into the problems and difficulties that
black people experience and encounter in their daily lives and to help readers see
America through a black perspective.

This research will differ from previous studies because the writer will
explain gender discrimination and race by focusing on representation in politics,
an emphasis on gender and racism, and a lack of representation of whites and non-
whites. Furthermore, this study uses a different object, " Bad Feminist," an essay

by Roxane Gay that was released in 2014 and has not been analyzed.

1.6 Research Methods

The definition of research method is a procedure or scientific steps used to
obtain data as part of the research objective. This activity is a systematic
investigation of a phenomenon. According to Arikunto (2019), the research
method is the primary issue the writer uses to get goals and decide on solutions to
the problems posed. According to Sugiyono (2015) states that qualitative data is
data in words, schemes, and pictures. The analysis of this study uses quotes and
sentences within the essay entitled "Bad Feminists Essay.” The data for this

examination were obtained from primary data and secondary data.



1.6.1 Data sources

The primary and secondary data of this research were obtained from the
“Bad Feminism Essay.” This essay was written by Roxane Gay and posted in
2014. The sources of secondary data are existing assets. That can be obtained
from journals, theses, previous studies, and articles.

Data collection is preparing and accumulating the information, then
applying it to inform the findings and answer the research questions. Several ways
to collect the data starting with reading many times to recognize more deeply to
obtain relevant data needed for research. sentences related to the outline of the
Discrimination are underlined and recorded, hereinafter looking for the problem
of racism with non-whites, and the researcher makes conclusions from the

analysis results.

1.6.2 Methods of Data Approach

According to Stuart Hall (1997:3), representation is a method of production
and replacing the thing between people or culture. The media that is often used to
do those strategies is language. Interpretation is also the concept (idea) used in our
minds using language. In this system, language is a media with a crucial position
to provide specific meaning until it becomes representation. However, language
cannot stand alone to reach that point because it needs to contain people and

culture.



People and culture have subjective ideological contexts and no absolute
measurement. The ideological context here depends on the situation and
environment where people and culture exist. The language must adapt the context
to get a particular meaning and representation. According to Stuart Hall
(1997:34), representation is one of the essential practices that produce culture.
Stuart Hall claimed three approaches to defining meaning through language:
reflective, intentional, and constructionist (Hall, 1997:13).

The reflective approach explains that meaning is thought to track objects,
people, ideas, or occasions in actual life. The reflective approach explains that
language functions like a replicate reflecting genuine meaning. This approach
defines that language works with simple reflections approximately the reality that
exists in normal life, demanding a normative life (Hall, 1997:13). In this
approach, reflection emphasizes whether language has been able to specify the
meaning contained in the object in question.

On the other hand, reflective can also be known as mimesis. The Oxford
pocket dictionary of current English (2023) claims that mimesis or mimetic is a
representation or imitation of the real world in art and literature. The mimetic
approach views the literary work as an imitation, reflection, or representation of
the world and human existence, and the primary criterion implemented in a work
is the "reality" of its representation of the problem matter that it represents.
considering that this method is a form of reflection of reality, the researcher needs
the information related to the literary work that is going to be represented.

furthermore, the purpose of mimetic criticism is to decide how properly a work of



literature connects with the real world, and the theory can be broadened to consist
of approaches that deal with the spiritual and symbolic, the pictures that connect
people of all times and cultures.

In this research, the writer uses a reflective approach using Stuart Hall’s
representation theory. To represent the meaning of Discrimination and Racism as
the objects and other issues in the social environment depending on Bad Feminists

Essay.

1.7 Organization of the Thesis

CHAPTER 1 : This chapter contains the background of the study, the research
question, the scope of the study, the aim of the study, previous
studies, the method of the study, and the organization of the
writing.

CHAPTER 2 : Theoretical framework consists of the concept of social conflict
that can cause discrimination regarding gender and race, and the
explanation about political respectability also supports it.
Furthermore, these theories are also supporting the data.

CHAPTER 3 : Result and Discussion by showing the analysis of the study

CHAPTER 4 : Conclusion In this part, the writer will show the conclusion

regarding the Research.



