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ABSTRACT  

 

 

This thesis is about the application of speech acts study to analyze characterization 

of a character in a movie. By analyzing utterances uttered by Clive Durham that 

occur in Maurice (1987) movie, this study aims to unfold his characterization using 

speech acts theory proposed by Searle (1979). Content analysis method was applied 

to conduct the data. The data were taken from utterances uttered by Clive Durham 

that occur in the movie which have been classified into the types of illocutionary 

acts. The data were identified by considering the context of the utterances and how 

the utterances are conveyed. The data that have been classified into each type of 

illocutionary acts were used to unfold characterization of Clive Durham as 

portrayed in the movie. The results show that there are three types of illocutionary 

acts performed by Clive Durham which are classified into assertives, directives, and 

expressives. In addition, there is no commissives and declarations that can be found 

in his utterances. Based on the analysis, Clive Durham is the typical person who is 

assertive in defending and standing up for himself, but he lacks of assertiveness 

when dealing with the public because of his dread of social judgment. In addition, 

he is also portrayed as a person who has the bravery to express his thoughts and 

feelings directly, knows how to behave politely and considerately, and honest in 

expressing his feelings.  

Keywords: speech acts; illocutionary acts; characterization; Clive Durham; 

Maurice (1987) movie 
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