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ABSTRACT

“Whiplash” is a movie which tells about the intense relationship between an 
ambitious young music student, Andrew Neiman, and his strict and abusive music 
teacher, Terence Fletcher, who always demands him to be a perfectionist 
drummer. This research aims to analyze directive speech acts uttered by Fletcher 
and to explore the influence of hearers on directive variation. There are 222 
directives categorized into seven types including commanding, asking, forbidding, 
requesting, advising, challenging, and warning. Commanding is the dominant type 
of directive speech act performed by Fletcher which appears 115 times consists of 
84 direct and 31 indirect commands. In contrast, direct challenge and indirect 
warning are the low-frequency directive speech acts that appear only once each 
type. The result shows no significant difference in directive speech acts between 
two types of hearers regarding the number of hearers, and the hierarchical 
relationship between the speaker and the hearers. Comparative-wise, only certain 
directives have distinct patterns between these types of hearers.

Keywords: directive speech act, audience design, social dimensions, whiplash. 


