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ABSTRACT 

The research thesis examines how Brendan McNamara's video game L.A. Noire depicts 

social perception, including portrayals, causes, and impacts of social perception. The 

objectives of the study are to analyze the portrayals, causes, and impacts of social 

perception in the game. In writing this research thesis, the writer uses library research 

and psychological approach with McShane’s and Saul Kassin’s theory. Through the use 

of a psychological approach, that is a literary criticism focuses on the psychological 

elements that can be found in literary works, the analysis is broken down into three 

primary categories: the game's depiction of portrayals, causes, and impacts of social 

perception. The result of this research indicates that people's views of Cole Phelps are 

shaped by society's expectations, assumptions, and first impressions of him. Cole 

Phelps' social perception is influenced by his background as a detective and a war 

veteran. This perception affects how people view him, leading to changes in opinions, 

increases in awareness, increases in motivation, and even moments of self-doubt for 

Cole Phelps. 

Keywords: Portrayal, Cause, Impact, Social Perception, McShane, Saul Kassin 

  


