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ABSTRACT

This research concerns the application of the transitivity system to construct
characterization of the two main characters’ in the clauses representing
hypermasculinity in the film Fight Club (1999). The writer chooses to examine
characterization because the main characters, Jack and Tyler, exhibit many
hypermasculinity traits albeit its contrasts between each other. The differences
between them is essential to explain their contrasting personalities despite having
similarity in hypermasculinity. This research is conducted using non-participant
observation and documentation methods to gain the data. Due to hypermasculinity
as the center of the theme, the annotated data are clauses from two main
characters that indicates hypermasculine traits and how prevalent they are to
construe personality in characterization. The data is input in AntConc, a corpus
processing tool, to gather the data based on the process and its annotation code.
Based on the result, the relational process takes the majority of the findings,
proved by its 27 utterances and narrations. Relational process is the most
dominant since the clauses explicitly represent the wellbeing description of Jack
and Tyler. The least used process are verbal process and behavioral process since
they stress their dominance through actions rather than words and Tyler does not
experience any behavior shift due to his existence as an alter ego, not a human
being. Through this research, it is proven that the transitivity system is significant
to explore characterization since it helps researchers to recognize which trait is the
most dominant in a character’s personality by discovering the most to least
frequent transitivity processes.

Keywords: transitivity system, corpus linguistics, meaning, characterization,
hypermasculinity
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