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ABSTRACT 

This research focuses on the struggles of woman faced by Amy March and her 

sisters during the nineteenth-century American patriarchal society in the Little 

Women (2019) movie by Greta Gerwig. This research is intended to explain the 

representation of nineteenth-century American patriarchal society, its relation to 

class and gender, and how the character Amy March has to struggle within it. This 

research is carried out using a sociological approach. The library-research method 

is used to collect the data for the analysis. The writer applies the patriarchal 

society theory by Allan G. Johnson and the types of patriarchal society by Sylvia 

Walby to conduct the analysis. The discussion shows that Amy March, as a 

middle-class woman, experiences public patriarchy that forces her to follow 

society's expectations of women in order to achieve her dream and help her 

family’s economy and status. In the analysis it is found that Amy March faces the 

struggles to be a painter, the struggles to fit in upper-class society, and the 

struggles to marry well. 

Keywords: patriarchal society, struggle, middle-class, family, dream 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


