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ABSTRACT 

This research thesis discusses the hierarchy of needs of the main character in 

Nzingha Stewart’s movie entitled Tall Girl. The main character of the movie, Jodi 

Kreyman, has insecure feeling with her height, where she has always been the tallest 

among her peers. The objective of this study is to analyze the way Jodi Kreyman 

fulfills her needs such as physiology, safety, love and belongingness, esteem, and 

self-actualization needs. To analyze the data, the writer uses library research 

method and psychological approach in writing this thesis. The analysis consists of 

two parts, where the writer analyzes the character, characterization and conflict as 

the intrinsic elements, and the needs of the main character using Abraham Maslow’s 

theory of hierarchy of needs as the extrinsic element. The result of the research 

shows that the main character manages to fulfill her first four hierarchy of needs, 

that are, physiology, safety, love and belongingness, and esteem needs, by the help 

of other characters in the movie, before achieving the last needs, namely, self-

actualization needs. 

Keywords: hierarchy of needs, physiology, safety, love and belongingness, esteem, 

                   self-actualization 


