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ABSTRACT 

 

This research thesis discusses the three needs of ambition of the main character, 

Jonathan Larson, in Steven Levenson’s Tick, Tick... Boom! movie script. Tick, 

Tick... Boom! is an American musical drama movie written by Steven Levenson in 

2021. It tells the story of a man who really needs to achieve his dream career as 

the future of the American musical theater writer before he turns thirty years old. 

The objectives of this research thesis are to analyze the causes of Jonathan 

Larson’s needs of ambition, to describe the kinds of Jonathan Larson’s needs of 

ambition, and to analyze the effects of Jonathan Larson’s needs of ambition in the 

movie. The writer uses library research which covers primary and secondary data. 

The writer also uses psychological approach in writing this thesis by using Henry 

Murray’s theory of needs of ambition in personology theory. Throughout the 

analysis, the results of the research show that several events in Jonathan’s life 

pushes him to has three kinds of needs of ambition such as needs of achievement 

to produces, writes, and hires more musicians for Superbia show, needs of 

exhibition to make impressions through singing, showing off his music writing 

skills, and sharing his brilliant ideas to the others, and needs of recognition to seek 

applause and admirations from others by inviting producers and presenting 

Superbia show. In the end, the needs of ambition have some positive effects on 

Jonathan.  

Keywords: Tick, Tick... Boom!, Needs of Ambition, Personology, Henry 

Murray  

 
 


