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ABSTRACT 

Despite being one of the common objects of study in literary works, the study of 

the characters in Kung Fu Panda 1 (2008) seems underwhelming in past in ten years. 

This research presents a study of Tai Lung, an antagonist character in Kung Fu 

Panda 1 (2008) movie script written by Ethan Reiff and Cyrus Voris. The objective 

of this study is to to analyze utterances and narratives in Kung Fu Panda 1 (2008) 

movie script to study Tai Lung’s characterization, relationship with Shifu that 

reveal his reason for becoming evil, and influence on Tigress. The transitivity 

system, proposed by Halliday and Matthiessen (2004; 2014), is utilized to answer 

the problems since the concepts of process types, participants, and circumstances 

allow the exploration of Tai Lung’s features encoded in the clauses representing his 

experience to take place. The unit of analysis is transitivity clauses in which Tai 

Lung is a participant or a circumstantial element. To collect the data, the non-

participant observation and documentation methods are used; meanwhile the data 

are analyzed using transitivity theory. The result shows that there are 127 material 

processes, 19 mental processes, 7 behavioral processes, 22 verbal processes, and 18 

relational processes. His personality traits, i.e. evil, strong, talented, obsessive, 

smart, and arrogant, are known from the material, relational, mental, behavioral, 

and verbal processes. His reasons for becoming evil are related to Shifu’s parental 

love and expectation for Tai Lung. They are mostly expressed with mental and 

material processes. Tai Lung influences Tigress to develop an inferiority complex; 

it is known from the material processes.  

Keywords: Kung Fu Panda 1; systemic functional linguistics; transitivity system; 

characterization.  


