DISCRIMINATION OF AFRO-AMERICANS DEPICTED IN
DONALD GLOVER’S “THIS IS AMERICA” MUSIC VIDEO

A FINAL PROJECT

In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Sarjana Degree
Majoring in American Cultural Studies in English Department Faculty of

Humanities Diponegoro University

Submitted by
RIZKY KHAIRUL IKHWAN

13020116140081

FACULTY OF HUMANITIES
DIPONEGORO UNIVERSITY

SEMARANG

2023



PRONOUNCEMENT

The writer truthfully declares that this thesis entitled Discrimination of Afro-
Americans Depicted in Donald Glover’s “This Is America” Music video is finished
by the author without referencing any findings from additional research in S-1, S-
2, S-3, and diploma degrees from any university. The author also claims that, except

from the references given, he did not use any other sources for his quotations.

Semarang, June

2023 Rizky
Khairul Ikhwan



MOTTO AND DEDICATION

“Happiness is the meaning and the purpose of life, the whole aim, and end of

human existence.”
— Atristotle
“Always go with your passions. Never ask yourself if it’s realistic or not.”

— Deepak Chopra



APPROVAL

DISCRIMINATION OF AFRO-AMERICANS DEPICTED IN DONALD GLOVER’S
“THIS IS AMERICA” MUSIC VIDEO

Written by:
Rizky Khairul Ikhwan
NIM: 13020116140081

[s approved by thesis advisor

Ariya Jati, §.5, M.A

NIP: 197802282005011001

The Head of English Departement

Dr. Oktiva Herry Chandra, M.Hum.

NIP: 196710041993031003



VALIDATION

DISCRIMINATION OF AFRO-AMERICANS DEPICTED IN DONALD GLOVER’S
“THIS IS AMERICA”

Submitted by:
Rizly Khairul Ikhwan
13020116140081

Approved by
Starta 1 Thesis Examination Committee
Faculty of Humanities Diponegoro University
On June 27", 2023
Thesis Advisor
Ariya Jati, S.S, M.A
NIP: 197802282005011001

Chairman
Hadiyanto, S.S.,M.Hum
NIP. 197407252008011013

Member

Drs. Jumino, M.Lib.,M.Hum e J

NIP. 19620703199001 1001C\

Accepted and deelared in Semarang on June 27", 2023




I would like to appreciate myself in working and finishing this thesis titled
Discrimination of Afro-Americans Depicted in Donald Glover’s “This Is America”
Music Video. In this fortunate occasion, | would like to give my thanks to all people

who accompanied from the start and end of the process of working this thesis.

The deepest gratitude goes to Ariya Jati, S.S, M.A. as my thesis advisor who

had been accompanying me in the making of this thesis for at least seven months.
The writer would like to thank to these following people:

1. Dr. Nurhayati, M.Hum., as the Dean of Faculty of Humanities, Diponegoro
University.

2. Dr. Oktiva Herry Chandra, M.Hum., as the Head of the English Department,
Faculty of Humanities, Diponegoro University.

3. All of my lecturers in the English Department at Diponegoro University,
especially in American Studies majors, who have share thoughts and
information while I’'m learning at the university.

4. My parents Yusran Gobel and Sri Handayani who never stop to pray for
their children to succeed and teach about life daily through messages every
morning. Also my brother Lukman, the best bro ever.

5. All of my colleagues, fellow students of batch 2016.

6. My best friends the four musketeers, Isaac Anggito, Bagus chrismajati, and
Kanza damar who have been with me since the start of my fresh year. Thank

you for always cheering me until the end.



7. Also all of the underclassmen that | know personally make fun memories
and also some crazy moments.

8. | also want to convey my gratitude to the people of Dawi and Dreeps café
especially, Mas Dwi, Bang Ocep, Bang Iwan, Rien, Gusti, Harold, Fandi,

Rendi, Arsa, Silvie, Vanya, and Nabil. Thank you for the crazy laughter.

The writer is aware of how flawed this thesis is. Therefore, any comments and
improvements would be welcome in order to make this thesis even better than it

already is.



Table of Contents

PRONOUNCEMENT ...ttt ettt et sbe e bbbt e b e e 2
MOTTO AND DEDICATION ..ottt sttt sttt sttt sttt s sb st sn b e 3
APPROWVAL ...t bbbt bbb bbbt h et nb e e 4
VALIDATION ....ooiiiiiiiee e Error! Bookmark not defined.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ...ttt ettt sttt ettt be b 5
ADSIIACT ... 10
CHAPTER L ..o s Error! Bookmark not defined.
INTRODUCTION ..ottt Error! Bookmark not defined.
1.1 Background of the Study ........c.cccvvereivneneieneeeee e Error! Bookmark not defined.
1.1 Research Problems..........cccoccvivveeiiiieiiccec e, Error! Bookmark not defined.
1.3 Objectives of the StUdY........ccoveivrereiineee Error! Bookmark not defined.
14 Scope of the StUAY ......ccvevvviiieiicc e Error! Bookmark not defined.
CHAPTER 2 ...t Error! Bookmark not defined.
THEORY AND METHOD ....ccooviviiriiiiinrieccneeeene s Error! Bookmark not defined.
2.1 INtriNSIC EIEMENtS .....cvecviiiiiiccicceceee e Error! Bookmark not defined.
2.1.1 CaMETAWOIK ...oveveiecrcrecesre e Error! Bookmark not defined.
212 LYIIC ottt e Error! Bookmark not defined.
2.1.2.1  Figurative Language ........c.ccoevrenreeneneneeeneenns Error! Bookmark not defined.
2.1.22  Metaphor. ..o Error! Bookmark not defined.
2.1.1.3  AIUSION .o Error! Bookmark not defined.

2.2 EXIrinsic elements........cccceeveieeeeiicieceececceee e Error! Bookmark not defined.
2.2.1 DiSCrimINAtioNS ......cccoverveerrerieineneeeseree e Error! Bookmark not defined.
2.3 RESEARCH METHOD .....ccccooviiiieiee e Error! Bookmark not defined.
23.1 Method of Data COllECtion ..........cccccvverveenenieeriennn Error! Bookmark not defined.
232 Research APProach..........cccooeeieneieneneeneneesee Error! Bookmark not defined.
CHAPTER 3 ... s Error! Bookmark not defined.
DATA ANALYSIS / DISCUSSION ....ccovrveirienreininnrecnienneens Error! Bookmark not defined.
3.1 Racial Discrimination Issues in “This Is America” MV Error! Bookmark not defined.
3.1.1 FirSt VEISE ...ocvvvieiciiece s Error! Bookmark not defined.
3.12 SECONA VEISE...c.eviviieiiirie et Error! Bookmark not defined.
3L B OULIO ottt Error! Bookmark not defined.
CHAPTER 4 ..ottt Error! Bookmark not defined.
CONCIUSION ...ttt Error! Bookmark not defined.

REFERENCGCES ...ttt Error! Bookmark not defined.



LIST OF PICTURES

Picture 1-2 JImM CrOW POSES. . ..uvueiriitit it e e, 11
Picture 3-4 Choir ShOOting............ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, 12
Picture 5-6 Gun wrapped in cloth....................ocoiiiiin, 13
. Picture 7 Children holding a phone..................ooooiiiiiiiiin, 13

Picure 8-9 Gambino running away.............cceeeeiininenenenennn.n. 12



Abstract
In this discussion, the writer tries to analyze Donald Glover's "This is America™

Music Video. The purposes of this study are to appeal the racial discrimination of
Afro-American in America and its correlation with the depiction inside the music
video. The writer applies several theories and methodologies for this discussion.
Mary W. George's library research method is applied to obtain data for this study
which includes dictionary, book, magazine, article. As for the theories, the writer
combines camerawork and lyric, and Discrimination to examine its music video and
elaborate it with the theory of racial discrimination. The result of this study shows
that there are different forms of discrimination toward the afro-american inside the

lyric and some scenes

Keywords: Afro-Americans, aspects of music videos, “This is America”, living in

America, discrimination



