
OPEC-Masked Saudi Arabia’s Anomaly Behaviour Towards Oil 

Production Increase Request from The United States of America 
 

 
Title 

 

Undergraduate Thesis  

Written to Fulfill the Requirements for Completing 

Bachelor of International Relations 

Department of International Relations 

Faculty of Social and Political Sciences 

Universitas Diponegoro 

 

 

 

 

Supervising Lecturer 

Dr. Drs. Muhammad Adnan, M.A. 

Mohamad Rosyidin, S.Sos., MA. 
 

 

Written by 

Muhammad Ridho Ramadhan Wiguna 

NIM. 14050119140097 

 

 

 

 

DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

FACULTY OF SOCIAL AND POLITICAL SCIENCES 

UNIVERSITAS DIPONEGORO 

2023 



2 
 

 



3 
 

 



4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Macte virtute sic itur ad astra." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 
 

PAGE OF DEDICATION 

 

 

 

 

 

Verily, I do solemnly and wholly devote this research unto The Glory 

of God, whose grace doth steadfastly accompany me from thence, yea, 

even now, and unto eternity. 

 

Through steadfastness, sincerity, charity, and tranquility, may this 

research shall be a beacon that doth illuminate humanity with the 

unblemished purity of God’s grace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 
 

FOREWORDS 

Henceforth, all praise be unto God, the Almighty and Merciful. The Lord, 

most Glorious and full of Love, whose blessings doth ever abide with me in every 

stride I take, granting safety with each breath drawn, and exalting my station with 

His divine glory. A profound sense of gratitude filleth my soul upon the 

consummation of the research entitled "OPEC-Masked Saudi Arabia’s Anomaly 

Behaviour Towards Oil Production Increase Request from The United States of 

America" in fulfillment of my Undergraduate Studies in the realm of International 

Relations at Universitas Diponegoro. 

'Tis Allah SWT who standeth as the Sole reason that hath guided me thus 

far, who doth fortify my spirit, deliver me from adversity, broaden the horizons of 

my wisdom, illumine my thoughts, and accompany me throughout this tireless 

pursuit of knowledge. All laudations be unto Allah, the Exalted One, the Singular 

and Supreme. 

Verily, I have, too, been granted steadfast support from those whom I hold 

most dear:  

1. My reverent parents (Father and Mother) who dost constantly set the 

standard for the utmost excellence. 

2. Kinsfolk from afar and the near doth hold unwavering faith in my potential 

and capacity. 

3. Comrades of International Relations Batch 19 who hath been there for the 

past 4 years (especially for some of my fellows: Marcellino who 

accompanied me through the final classes I took on 8 th semester, IISMA to 

Malaysia, and Model ASEAN Meeting; Helmy Yahya, Syarifa, and Deta 

who helped me a lot regarding my thesis finalization process). 

4. Associates from StudentsxCEOs Semarang who imparted unto me the 

veritable essence of progress and excellence. 

5. Brethren of Genbi Undip who expanded my sphere of influence. 

6. Esteemed fellows of IISMA UKM 2021 who bestowed me upon ceaseless 

joy.  

With utmost cognizance, I doth recognize the fallibility that lies within this 

research. Thus, more inquiries art necessary to satisfy the void that this research 

may possess. I am open to any manner of feedback and counsel from all the noble 

readers. 

Dei gratia,  

Muhammad Ridho Ramadhan Wiguna 



7 
 

Abstrak 

Amerika Serikat dan Arab Saudi adalah dua negara dengan citra persahabatan yang 

cukup kuat, yang didalamnya diwarnai keeratan transaksional dalam hal minyak 

bumi dan militer. Amerika seakan bertindak sebagai ‘penjaga’ cadangan minyak 

Arab Saudi yang begitu penting dan berpengaruh dalam kestabilan pasar minyak 

bumi dunia, serta pada kebutuhan konsumsi minyak bumi di Amerika Serikat itu 

sendiri. Akan tetapi, keeratan tersebut nampak memudar tatkala Arab Saudi, 

melalui OPEC, melayangkan penolakan dalam beberapa kali pada permintaan 

Amerika Serikat untuk menaikkan produksi minyak bumi. Hal ini bertujuan untuk 

menjaga kestabilan harga minyak bumi agar tidak naik begitu tinggi serta 

memenuhi kebutuhan konsumsi minyak bumi Amerika Serikat. Lewat kerangka 

neoklasik realis, dalam riset ini penulis akan mengidentifikasi landasan penolakan 

Arab Saudi tersebut dalam variable independent dan variable intervening. Adapun 

kebaharuan yang dimunculkan dalam riset ini adalah adanya tingkah laku kedua 

negara yang tidak biasanya terjadi, sebab dalam beberapa literatur yang diteliti oleh 

penulis menjelaskan bahwa kerja sama antara kedua negara ini berlangsung secara 

baik. 

Kata Kunci: OPEC, Saudi Arabia, Produksi Minyak Bumi, Neoklasik 

Realisme 
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Abstract 

The United States and Saudi Arabia are two countries with a fairly strong image of 

friendship, which are characterized by transactional closeness in oil and military 

matters. America seems to act as a 'custodian' of Saudi Arabia's oil reserves which 

are so important and influential in the stability of the world oil market, as well as 

the demand for oil consumption in the United States itself. However, this tightness 

seems to be fading when Saudi Arabia, through OPEC, has repeatedly rejected US 

requests to increase oil production. This aims to maintain the stability of oil prices 

so that they do not rise too high and meet the needs of the United States' oil 

consumption. Through a realist neoclassical framework, in this research the author 

will identify the basis for Saudi Arabia's rejection in the independent variables and 

intervening variables. The novelty that emerges in this research is the behavior of 

the two countries which does not usually occur, because in some of the literature 

researched by the authors it is clear that the cooperation between the two countries 

is going well. 

Keywords: OPEC, Saudi Arabia, Oil Production, Neoclassical Realism 
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