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ABSTRACT

Tuesday with Morrie is a memoir typed novel written by Mitch Albom that 

recounts his time spent with his former sociology professor, Morrie Schwartz, 

who is dying of ALS. One aspect of the book that is often overlooked is the use of 

metaphoric expression in depicting the main character's health condition. This 

study uses a cognitive linguistic approach with conceptual metaphor theory by 

Lakoff and Johnson (2003). The purposes of this study are to explore the use of 

metaphoric expression as the representation of conceptual metaphors in Tuesday 

with Morrie and to analyze the main character's health condition through the lens 

of these metaphors. In conducting the research, the researcher focuses on Morie's 

utterances and Mitch’s description that contains metaphoric expressions regarding 

Morrie’s health condition. This study is classified as a qualitative study. The result 

reveals that structural metaphor is the most prominent metaphor used in depicting 

Morrie’s health condition, followed by ontological and orientational metaphor. 

Furthermore, in depicting Morrie’s condition, Mitch and Morrie have opposite 

perspective where Mitch describes the issue under the metaphor LIFE IS WAR 

while Morrie expresses his condition under the metaphor LIFE IS JOURNEY.

Keywords: conceptual metaphor, health condition, disease, Morrie, Mitch, 

MIP


