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ABSTRACT  

Title : Understanding The Communication Experiences of 

Indonesian Female Exchange Students In The Romantic 

Development Process That is Formed by Using Tinder 

Abroad 

Name :  Shafa Amira Rezkananda 

Student ID :  14040118190180

 

This study delves into the experiences of Indonesian female exchange students 

navigating the world of romantic relationships via Tinder. The study investigates 

how these women develop and attribute meaning to their relationships at various 

stages, focusing on the interplay of intercultural exchanges. The study intends to 

capture the richness and uniqueness of each individual's journey by employing a 

narrative analysis method. With matches coming from all over the world, the 

intercultural context shapes the trajectory of these relationships significantly. 

Cultural differences and exchanges become critical factors influencing the 

development and meaning-making processes. This study sheds light on the 

complexities and dynamics inherent in intercultural romantic relationships formed 

through online platforms by closely examining the narratives and experiences 

shared by the female exchange students. The findings of the study shed light on the 

many facets of these relationships, revealing the challenges, joys, and 

transformative moments encountered along the way. Additionally, this thesis has 

discovered that building relationships using online media as the primary means of 

getting to know one another is in fact trickier than starting with an in-person 

meeting. It is also more difficult to establish a sincere relationship with someone 

who has the same intentions and intensity level because the medium's system allows 

users to connect with multiple people at once. Making sense of a relationship 

depends on how people think, which is influenced by the environment they are 

frequently exposed to. A person's culture, habits, and customs seem to have an 

impact on how they perceive relationships because it is not uncommon to find that 

two individuals give different meaning to their relationship due to how differently 

they think. Cultural differences can also have a significant impact on a couple's 

relationship, but again, it all depends on how each person views the differences. 

This thesis contributes to a broader understanding of the diverse ways in which 

individuals construct and navigate intimate relationships in a globalized and 

technologically driven world by understanding the nuances of intercultural 

exchanges within the context of romantic connections. 

 

Keywords: intercultural romantic relationships, Tinder, narrative analysis, 

meaning-making 

  



ix 

PREAMBLE 

We give thanks to the presence of God Almighty for his endless blessings 

through the process of writing this thesis that is titled, “Understanding The 

Communication Experiences of Indonesian Female Exchange Students In The 

Romantic Development Process That is Formed by Using Tinder Abroad”. 

This thesis is written to fulfill the requirement needed to received the title of 

Bachelor of Communication in the Communication Department, Faculty of Social 

and Political Studies, Diponegoro University.  

This thesis consists of five chapters, the first chapter is the breakdown 

regarding the topic of the research, such as background, formulation of the problem, 

purpose of the research, significance of the research, theory base, operational 

concept, as well as the methodology of the research. The second chapter consists of 

the general description of the research that will be conducted. The third chapter 

consists of the narratives and stages based on the interview done by the writer. The 

fourth chapter consists of findings of the research found in the previous chapter as 

well as theoretical discussion. The last chapter consists of the conclusion that is 

drawn and the results of the research, alongside with limitations faced while writing 

this research and implications for the next research. 

The results found on this research is hoped to contribute in the study of the 

communication field and benefits to Indonesian female exchange student that wants 

to try Tinder while being abroad. The writer is aware that this research is far from 

the word perfect, and is open to receive some suggestions also critics, in order to 

build evaluation for future references so it will give more benefits to the reader.  

Semarang, 14 June 2023 

 

Shafa Amira Rezkananda 

  



x 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

DECLARATION OF AUTHENTICITY PAGE ................................................ ii 

AUTHORIZATION PAGE ................................................................................. iii 

MOTTO ................................................................................................................. iv 

DEDICATION PAGE ........................................................................................... v 

GRATITUDE PAGE ........................................................................................... vi 

ABSTRACT ........................................................................................................ viii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ...................................................................................... x 
 

CHAPTER I ........................................................................................................... 1 

INTRODUCTION ................................................................................................. 1 

1.1  Background of The Study ........................................................................... 1 

1.2  Research Problem ...................................................................................... 11 

1.3  Research Objective .................................................................................... 11 

1.4  Research Significance ............................................................................... 12 

1.5  Theoretical Significance ............................................................................ 12 

1.5.1  Research Paradigm .................................................................................... 12 

1.5.2  State of The Art ......................................................................................... 14 

1.5.3  Technology and Interpersonal Relationship .............................................. 18 

1.5.4  Coordinated Management of Meaning Theory ......................................... 20 

1.5.5  Creating Meaning Through Symbols and Reducing Uncertainty ............. 24 

1.5.6  Narrative Theory ....................................................................................... 31 

1.6  Conceptual Operationalization .................................................................. 37 

1.7  Research Method ....................................................................................... 39 

1.7.1  Research Design ........................................................................................ 39 

1.7.2  Research Subject ....................................................................................... 40 

1.7.3  Data Types ................................................................................................. 40 

1.7.4  Data Sources .............................................................................................. 41 

1.7.5  Data Collection Technique ........................................................................ 41 

1.7.6  Data Analysis and Interpretation ............................................................... 42 

1.7.8  Data Quality (Goodness Criteria) ............................................................. 45 
 

CHAPTER II ....................................................................................................... 46 

THE SOCIAL, CULTURAL, AND ECONOMICAL BACKGROUND OF 

UNDERSTANDING THE COMMUNICATION EXPERIENCES OF THE 

INTERCULTURAL ONLINE DATING .......................................................... 46 

2.1  Why People are Interested in Using Tinder .............................................. 46 

2.2  Online Dating, Then and Now .................................................................. 50 

2.3  Online Dating Applications and The Younger Generations ..................... 54 

2.4  Indonesian Women in Using Tinder and on Dating Foreigners ................ 57 
 

CHAPTER III ..................................................................................................... 62 

NARRATIVES AND STAGES OF THE COMMUNICATION 

EXPERIENCES OF INDONESIAN FEMALE EXCHANGE STUDENTS IN 



xi 

THE ROMANTIC RELATIONSHIP DEVELOPMENT PROCESS THAT 

IS FORMED BY USING TINDER ABROAD ................................................. 62 

3.1  Informants Identity .................................................................................... 63 

3.1.1  Informants Identity Table .......................................................................... 63 

3.1.2  Informants Background Description ......................................................... 63 

3.2  Narrative Structure, Description and Full Storyline .................................. 66 

3.2.1  Informant I Narrative Structure and Description: From Tinder to 

Commitment 66 

3.2.2  Informant I Full Storyline ......................................................................... 67 

3.2.3  Informant II Narrative Structure and Description: Commitment Within No 

Commitment 81 

3.2.4  Informant II Full Storyline ........................................................................ 82 

3.2.5  Informant III Narrative Structure and Description: A Short, Sweet Time 

with A Bitter End .................................................................................................. 94 

3.2.6  Informant III Full Storyline ....................................................................... 95 
 

CHAPTER IV .................................................................................................... 105 

RELATIONSHIP STAGES, GIVING MEANING TOWARDS THE 

RELATIONSHIP, AND THEORETICAL DISCUSSION ........................... 105 

4.1  Relationship Stages of The Three Informants ......................................... 106 

4.2  How The Three Informants Give Meaning To Their Relationship with 

People from Tinder ............................................................................................. 111 

4.3  Theoretical Discussion ............................................................................ 116 
 

CHAPTER V ..................................................................................................... 120 

CONCLUSION, LIMITATIONS AND IMPLICATIONS ........................... 120 

5.1  Conclusion .............................................................................................. 120 

5.2  Limitations .............................................................................................. 123 

5.3  Implications ............................................................................................ 123 
 

BIBLIOGRAPHY ............................................................................................. 126 

ATTACHMENT .................................................................................................... 1 

Attachment A: Interview Guide .............................................................................. 1 

Attachment B: All Informants Interview Transcript ............................................... 2 

Attachment C: Open Coding of The Three Informants ........................................ 16 
 

 


