
 
 

 

 

SOCIAL INEQUALITY AND CLASS STRUGGLE  

IN THE BOYS IN THE BOAT (2023)  

 

THESIS 

 

Submitted by: 

Alvito Aderyan Renanda 

13020122140140 

 

FACULTY OF HUMANITY 

DIPONEGORO UNIVERSITY 

SEMARANG 

2026





ii 
 

MOTTO AND DEDICATION 

 

 

"Do or do not. There is no try." 

 

-Master Yoda, The Empire Strikes Back 

 

 

"Your focus determines your reality."  

 

-Qui-Gon Jinn, The Phantom Menace 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

this thesis in gratitude to my mom, my brother, and my dad, who have cared for me 

and supported me since I was a child, 

to my soulmate, whom I respect and am proud of, 

and above all, I dedicate it to myself. 







v 
 

 

 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

 First and foremost, I would like to express his deepest gratitude and praise to 

God Almighty for His endless blessings, grace, strength, and capability, which enabled 

the writer to complete this thesis entitled "Analysis Of Social Inequality And Class 

Struggle In The Film The Boys In The Boat 2023 Within The Context Of American 

Society Based On Karl Marx’s Conflict Theory" successfully.  

 I deeply realizes that this thesis would not have been completed without the 

guidance, support, and encouragement from many incredible people. Therefore, the 

writer would like to express his highest appreciation and gratitude to: 

1. Dr. Arido Laksono, S.S., M.Hum., as the thesis advisor, for his valuable time, 

patience, continuous guidance, and insightful corrections throughout the 

writing process.  

2. Prof. Dr. Alamsyah, S.S., M.Hum., as the Dean of the Faculty of Humanities, 

Diponegoro University, for providing the opportunity and facility to study in 

this faculty.   

3. Dr. Retno Wulandari, S.S., M.A., as the Head of the English Department, 

Faculty of Humanities, Diponegoro University, for her administrative support 

and assistance throughout the academic years.   



vi 
 

4. Prof. Dr. Drs. Agus Subiyanto, M.A., as the academic advisor, for his 

continuous support, valuable guidance, and academic advice throughout the 

writer's journey in the English Department. 

5. Dr. Sukarni Suryaningsih, S.S., M.Hum., as the research methods lecturer 

(dosen metode penelitian), for sharing her profound knowledge, guidance, and 

foundation that helped the writer structure the methodology of this study. 

6. Sindhy Sintya Mianani, S.S., M.Hum. and Rifka Pratama, S.Hum., M.A., as 

the lecturers of the English Department, especially within the American 

Studies concentration, for their insightful lectures, immense knowledge, and 

inspiration that greatly contributed to the writer's understanding of American 

society. 

7. Ida Ratnawati, S.H., my beloved mother, who has unconditionally raised and 

nurtured me, provided guidance in every single matter, and stood as my 

trusted confidante, my goddess, my ultimate support system in every line of 

life, and my truest teacher in life. 

8. Rena Hercandranto, S.H., my beloved father, who has lovingly taken care of 

me since childhood, offered an extended hand whenever I faced difficulties, 

and served as both a wise teacher in life and a close friend. 

9. Ryan Candra Adinata, S.E., my dearest brother, role model, and best friend, 

who has opened my eyes to traveling the world, inspired me as a true leader, 

and guided me through all paths of life. 



vii 
 

10. Anggitya Az Zahra, my soulmate, who has always cheered me on throughout 

the making of this thesis, constantly supported me through all of my foolish 

moments, and embraced everything we have done together in our journey. 



 
1 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

PRONOUNCEMENT .................................................................................................... i 

MOTTO AND DEDICATION ..................................................................................... ii 

APPROVAL ................................................................................................................. iii 

VALIDATION ............................................................................................................. iv 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ............................................................................................ v 

LIST OF PICTURE ...................................................................................................... 3 

ABSTRACT .................................................................................................................. 6 

CHAPTER 1 ................................................................................................................. 7 

INTRODUCTION ........................................................................................................ 7 

1.1 Background ................................................................................................... 7 

1.2 Research Question ......................................................................................... 8 

1.3 Objectives ...................................................................................................... 8 

1.4 Scope of the Study ........................................................................................ 9 

1.6 Method of Research ........................................................................................... 12 

1.6.1 Data and Source of Data ............................................................................. 12 

1.6.2 Method of Data Collection ......................................................................... 12 

1.6.3 Method of Approach ................................................................................... 13 

1.7 Organization of the Writing .............................................................................. 13 

CHAPTER 2 ............................................................................................................... 16 

INTRINSIC THEORITICAL FRAMEWORK........................................................... 16 

2.1 Narative Elements ............................................................................................. 16 

2.1.1 Theme ......................................................................................................... 16 

2.1.3 Characters ................................................................................................... 17 

2.1.3 Conflict ....................................................................................................... 17 

2.1.4 Setting ......................................................................................................... 18 

2.1.5 Plot .............................................................................................................. 19 

2.2 Cinematography ................................................................................................ 19 

2.2.1 Camera Distance (Shots) ............................................................................ 20 



2 
 

2.2.2 Sound .......................................................................................................... 23 

CHAPTER 3 ............................................................................................................... 24 

EXTRINSIC THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK ........................................................ 24 

3.1 Communist Manifesto ....................................................................................... 24 

3.1.1 Working Class (Proletariat) ........................................................................ 25 

3.1.2 Elite Class (Bourgeois) ............................................................................... 25 

3.2 Marx Theory ...................................................................................................... 26 

3.2.1 Class Struggle ............................................................................................. 26 

3.2.2 Class Conflict .............................................................................................. 27 

3.1 American Society in the 1930s ...................................................................... 27 

CHAPTER 4 ............................................................................................................... 29 

DISCUSSION ............................................................................................................. 29 

4.1 Intrinsic Elements .............................................................................................. 29 

4.1.1 Theme in The Boys in the Boat ................................................................... 29 

4.1.2 Characters ....................................................................................................... 30 

4.1.2.1 Major  Character ..................................................................................... 30 

4.1.2.2 Minor  Character ..................................................................................... 36 

4.1.3 Conflict ........................................................................................................... 46 

4.1.5.1 internal Conflict ....................................................................................... 46 

4.1.5.2 External Conflict ...................................................................................... 49 

4.1.4 Setting ......................................................................................................... 56 

4.1.3 Plot .............................................................................................................. 60 

4.2 Extrinsic Elements ............................................................................................. 62 

4.2.1 Portrayal of Class Struggle ......................................................................... 62 

4.2.2 Class Conflicts Between Working Class and Bourgeoisie ......................... 78 

CHAPTER 5 ............................................................................................................... 81 

CONCLUSION ........................................................................................................... 81 

REFERENCE .............................................................................................................. 83 

 



3 
 

LIST OF PICTURE 

2.2 Cinematography 

Picture 2.1 Close-Up Shot (Heiderich, 2012:8) 

Picture 2.2 Extreme Close-Up Shot (Heiderich, 2012:9) 

Picture 2.3 Medium-Long Shot (Heiderich, 2012:8). 

Picture 2.4 Long Shot (Heiderich, 2012:7). 

Picture 2.5 Extreme Long Shot (Heiderich, 2012:7). 

Picture 2.2 Extreme Close-Up Shot.  

Picture 2.3 Medium-Long Shot.  

Picture 2.4 Long Shot. 

Picture 2.5 Extreme Long Shot. 

4.1 Intrinsic Elements 

4.1 Theme in The Boys in the Boat 

Picture 4.1 Joe Rantz living Condition  

Picture 4.2 Joe Rantz Winning an Olympic Medal  

4.1.2 Characters 

Picture 4.3 Joe Rantz Due tuition  

Picture 4.4 Joe Rantz Looking For A Part Time Job  

Picture 4.5 Joe and the Crew Winning The Berlin 1936 Olympic Medal  

Picture 4.6 Coach Ulbrickson first meeting   

Picture 4.7 Ulbrickson Scolding the Senior Crew  

Picture 4.8 Announcing the Main Team  

Picture 4.9 Pocock Polishing the Teams Boat while talking to Joe  

Picture 4.10 Joe meeting his Father that abandoned him  

Picture 4.11 Roger informing Joe theres a recruitment for the Washington boat 

rowing team  



4 
 

Picture 4.12 Roger And Joe Looking At The Bulletin Board Looking For A Part 

Time Job  

Picture 4.13 Chuck bullying Joe  

Picture 4.14 Chuck Confess He Steal His Clothes  

Picture 4.15 Roger and Joe Meeting with Jesse Owens  

Picture 4.16 Ben and Ulbrickson Private Meeting  

Picture 4.17 Ben when the announcement was made about which team would be 

going to Berlin   

Picture 4.18 Henry Attending The Poughkippsie Regatta After Party  

4.1.3 Conflict 

Picture 4.19 Joe Reunion With His Father  

Picture 4.20 Ulbrickson scolding Joe  

Picture 4.21 Joe stumbles upon Pocock  

Picture 4.22 Joe Stumbles Upon His Father  

Picture 4.33 Chuck harassment towards Joe  

Picture 4.24 Chuck Clarrification to Joe  

Picture 4.25 Ulbrickson and Ben standoff  

Picture 4.26 Henry giving request initially seems a little unreasonable  

Picture 4.27 Hooverville Settlement  

Picture 4.28 Washington Rowing Crew in Berlin  

Picture 4.29 Hooverville 1936  

Picture 4.30 Washington Campus 1936  

Picture 4.31 Poughkeepsie Regatta Championship Hudson Train  

Picture 4.32 Nazi Party Era Germany 1936  

Figure 4.33 Old Joe Rantz and his grandson  

Picture 4.34 Joe and his team gold medal  



5 
 

Picture 4.35 Back To Present Days  

4.2 Extrinsic Elements 

Picture 4.36 Joe Rantz living condition  

Picture 4.37 Hooverville Complex  

Picture 4.38 Hooverville daily charity ration  

Picture 4.39 Roger informing Joe theres a recruitment for the Washington boat 

rowing team  

Picture 4.40 Chuck harassment towards Joe  

Picture 4.41 Chucks clarification to Joe  

Picture 4.42 Meeting Jesse Owens  

Picture 4.43 Joe stumbles upon Pocock  

Picture 4.44 Joe Reunion With His Father  

Picture 4.45 Joe Reunion With His Father  

Picture 4.46 Joe’s Father Awareness to Support His Son  

Picture 4.47 Ulbrickson Dispute With Ben Over His Decision For Making Joe’s 

Team As The Main Team  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


