
 
 

 

 

THE PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT OF BRIONY 

TALLIS IN IAN MCEWAN’S                                                                                                                                 

ATONEMENT (2001) 

 

A THESIS 

In Partial Fulfillment and Requirements 

for S-1 Degree Majoring in English Department 

Faculty of Humanities Diponegoro University 

 

 

Submitted by: 

Syazana Adhelya Fernanda 

NIM 13020122130092 

 

 

FACULTY OF HUMANITIES 

DIPONEGORO UNIVERSITY 

SEMARANG 

2026 



 
 

ii 
 

PRONOUNCEMENT 

The writer honestly states that she compiled this thesis by herself without 

taking any results from other researchers in S-1, S-2. S-3 and in diploma degree of 

any university. The writer also ascertains that she did not take any material from 

other works except from the references mentioned. 

 

Semarang, 29 May 2026 

 

Syazana Adhelya Fernanda 



 
 

iii 
 

MOTTO AND DEDICATION 

“What’s meant for you will always come ten thousand times better.” 

“Good things are waiting ahead even in your darkest times.” 

 ―Live your life not to satisfy others, but to fulfill what your heart desires.‖ 

Haenim Sunim 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This thesis is dedicated to myself,  

My beloved parents, sister,  

And bestfriends who have supported me endlessly. 



 
 

iv 
 

APPROVAL 

THE PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT OF BRIONY TALLIS IN IAN 

MCEWAN’S NOVEL  ATONEMENT (2001) 

 

Written by: 

Syazana Adhelya Fernanda 

NIM: 13020122130092 

 

is approved by the thesis advisor 

on June 1
st
, 2026 

 

Thesis Advisor, 

 

 

 

Sulistya Ningtyas, S.S, M.A. 

NIP. 199007102024062002 

 

The Head of English Department, 

 

 

 

Dr. Oktiva Herry Chandra, M.Hum 

NIP. 19671004199303100



 
 

v 
 

  



 
 

vi 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

On this occasion, praise is to God Almighty, Allah SWT, who has given 

me His blessing, guidance, and strength so that the writer could complete this 

thesis entitled The Personality Development of Briony Tallis in Ian McEwan’s 

Atonement. I would also like to deliver my sincere gratitude to: 

1. Prof. Dr. Alamsyah, S.S., M.Hum., the Dean of Faculty of Humanities, 

Diponegoro University. 

2. Dr. Oktiva Herry Chandra, M.Hum., the Head of English Department, Faculty 

of Humanities, Diponegoro University. 

3. Dr. Sukarni Suryaningsih, S.S., M.Hum., my academic supervisor. 

4. Sulistya Ningtyas, S.S., M.A., my thesis supervisor. I would like to express 

my sincere gratitude for her time, knowledge, guidance, patience, and valuable 

suggestions throughout the completion of this thesis. 

5. All lecturers of English Department Diponegoro University for their precious 

knowledge and valuable advice. 

6. Mama and Papa, who have never stopped praying for my success and 

providing unwavering support until this moment. I am deeply grateful for all 

their sacrifices and love throughout my life. 

7. Nabila Mutiara Fernanda, the best sister I could ever ask for. I am grateful for 

her love, support, and sacrifices. She has always taught me to be kind, believe 

in myself, and has remained by my side whenever life felt overwhelming. Her 

presence has been one of the reasons that kept me moving forward.



 
 

vii 
 

8. Arum and Thania, my beloved friends, for accompanying me throughout my 

final semester despite the distance, always listening to me in every situation 

and continuously offering support. 

9. My middle school pals, Farah, Andini, Jihan, Elen, Sania, Cynthia, and Dilla, 

for their endless support, love, and the countless stories and moments that 

never failed to make me laugh. I hope our friendship will last forever. 

10. Anin, Aurel, Aity, Anggi, Senja, Kiran. who have been by my side since the 

first day of college. I am grateful for their companionship throughout my 

university years and for all the memories we have shared. 

Finally, the writer realize that this thesis is still far from perfect and may 

require further improvement. Therefore, the writer would sincerely appreciate any 

suggestions and criticism to make this thesis better. The writer also hope that this 

thesis can be useful for readers, especially those who are interested in learning 

about personality development. 

Semarang, May 2026 

 

 

Syazana Adhelya Fernanda



 
 

viii 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 
PRONOUNCEMENT ............................................................................................ ii 

MOTTO AND DEDICATION .............................................................................. iii 

APPROVAL........................................................................................................... iv 

VALIDATION..........................................................................................................v 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT .....................................................................................vi 

TABLE OF CONTENTS .................................................................................... viii 

ABSTRACT............................................................................................................ x 

CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION ........................................................................ 1 

1.1 Background of the Study................................................................................... 1 

1.2 Research Questions........................................................................................... 3 

1.3 Purpose of the Study.......................................................................................... 4 

1.4 Previous Studies................................................................................................ 4 

1.5 Research Method............................................................................................... 8 

1.6 Scope of The Study........................................................................................... 9 

1.7 Writing Organization....................................................................................... 10 

CHAPTER 2  THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK ........................................... 11 

2.1 Intrinsic Elements............................................................................................ 11 

2.1.1 Character and Characterization................................................................ 11 

2.1.2 Conflict.................................................................................................... 13 

2.1.3 Setting...................................................................................................... 14 

2.2 Personality Development................................................................................ 15 

2.2.1 Factors of Personality Development........................................................ 16 

2.2.1.1 Physical Changes............................................................................ 16 

2.2.1.2 Changes in Environment................................................................. 17 

2.2.1.3 Changes in Significant People........................................................ 18 

2.2.1.4 Social Pressures.............................................................................. 19 

2.2.1.5 Changes in Roles............................................................................ 19 

2.2.1.6 Strong Motivation........................................................................... 20 

2.2.1.7 Changes in Self-Concept................................................................ 21 

2.2.1.8 Psychotherapy................................................................................. 22 

2.2.2  Categories of Personality Development................................................. 23 

2.2.2.1. Better vs Worse.............................................................................. 23 

2.2.2.2. Qualitative vs Quantitative...........................................................  24 

2.2.2.3. Slow vs Rapid Change................................................................... 25 

CHAPTER 3 RESULT AND DISCUSSION..................................................... 26 

3.1 Intrinsic Elements............................................................................................ 26 

3.1.1 Character and Characterization................................................................ 26 

 3.1.1.1. Briony Tallis................................................................................. 26 

 3.1.1.2. Robbie Turner............................................................................... 30 

 3.1.1.3. Cecilia Tallis................................................................................. 32 

3.1.2 Conflict.................................................................................................... 34 

3.1.2.1 Briony Tallis’ Inner Conflict After Reading Robbie’s Letter.......... 34 

3.1.2.2 Briony Tallis’ External Conflict with Robbie Turner..................... 35 

3.1.2.3 Briony Tallis’ External Conflict with Cecilia Tallis........................ 36



 
 

ix 
 

    3.1.3 Setting...................................................................................................... 37 

3.2 Briony Tallis’s Personality Development........................................................ 40 

3.2.1 Factors Influencing Briony’s Personality Development.......................... 40 

3.2.1.1 Physical Changes............................................................................ 40 

3.2.1.2 Changes in Environment................................................................. 42 

3.2.1.3 Changes in Significant People........................................................ 44 

3.2.1.4 Social Pressures.............................................................................. 46 

3.2.1.5 Changes in Roles............................................................................ 48 

3.2.1.6 Strong Motivation........................................................................... 50 

3.2.1.7 Changes in Self-Concept................................................................ 53 

3.2.1.8 Psychotherapy................................................................................. 53 

3.2.2  Categories of Personality Development Experienced by Briony 

Tallis............................................ .......................................................... 56 

3.2.2.1. Briony Tallis's Personality Development as a Change for the    

Better............................................................................................. 56 

3.2.2.2. Briony Tallis's Personality Development as a Quantitative 

Change........................................................................................... 58 

3.2.2.3. Briony Tallis's Personality Development as a Slow 

Change........................................................................................... 60 

CHAPTER 4 CONCLUSION............................................................................ 64 


