
 

ANALYZING DIRECTIVE SPEECH ACTS IN DESPICABLE 

ME (2010) AND DESPICABLE ME 2 (2013) MOVIES TO 

EXPLORE GRU’S CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT 

 

 

A THESIS 

In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements 

for S-1 Degree Majoring Linguistics in the English Department 

Faculty of Humanities Diponegoro University 

 

Submitted by: 

 

Rafida Zukhrufi Shahbak 

NIM 13020122130084 

 

 

 

FACULTY OF HUMANITIES 

DIPONEGORO UNIVERSITY 

SEMARANG 

2026 



 

 

i 

 

PRONOUNCEMENT 

 

I honestly state that this thesis is written by myself without taking any works from 

other researchers in any university, in diploma degree, S-1, S-2, and S-3 degree. I 

also ascertain that I do not take any material from other works except from the 

references mentioned.  

 

Semarang, 16 April 2026 

 

Rafida Zukhrufi Shahbak  



 

 

ii 

 

MOTTO AND DEDICATION 

 

There is no fear for you today, nor will you grieve. 

~ QS. Az-Zukhruf: 68 

Cause someday I’ll be everything to somebody else. 

~ Olivia Rodrigo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This thesis is dedicated to  

My beloved dad, mom,  

and those whom I love the most. 



 

 

iii 

 

APPROVAL 

  



 

 

iv 

 

VALIDATION 

 

  



 

 

v 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

Praise be to Allah SWT, who has given us countless blessings and great 

mercy, so this thesis came to a completion. This section is presented to people who 

have contributed significantly by providing assistance and support to the author in 

the completion of this thesis. This gratitude can never fully match the help and 

support they have provided. 

The deepest appreciation and gratitude are extended to my thesis advisor, 

Prihantoro, S.S., M.A., Ph.D., who has spared his valuable time to provide 

constructive advice and continuous guidance; without him, I would have doubted 

my ability to complete this thesis. 

My greatest thanks also go to the following person; 

1. Prof. Dr. Alamsyah, S.S., M.Hum., the Dean of the Faculty of 

Humanities, Diponegoro University. 

2. Dr. Drs. Oktiva Herry Candra, M.Hum., the Head of the English 

Department of the Faculty of Humanities, Diponegoro University. 

3. All lecturers of the English Department, Diponegoro University. 

Precious knowledge and their advice would be unforgettable for the 

writer.  

4. I extend my deepest gratitude to my parents, who have always been a 

source of strength in every step I take. They gave me everything, both 

in material form and through their extraordinary efforts and sacrifices, 

so that I could pursue and complete this education successfully. Their 



 

 

vi 

 

unceasing prayers, sincere love, and extraordinary sacrifices are the 

reasons I was able to complete this thesis.  

5. To my childhood friends who remain my best friends to this day, Rajwa, 

Sifa, and Octavia, thank you for always supporting me and 

accompanying me on my journey from the past until now. With you, I 

have experienced so many new things; without you, my life would be 

less exciting because you always help me forget about the stress of 

college for a moment.  

6. To my high school friends, Citra, Rosinda, Javiera, Martyas, and Putri, 

I have not forgotten how hard we fought to achieve our dream of getting 

into our dream universities, and here we are today. I never imagined we 

would still be this close, and thank you for continuing to support one 

another.  

7. To my college friends, Fira, Keizha, Nu’uttissania, Destivia, Josephira, 

Aila, Umi, and also my first friend in college, Galuh, thank you for 

accompanying and supporting me on this journey from the start of 

college until now. Without you, I might have felt lonely and would not 

have been able to survive this college experience.  

8. To my other friends who are not listed here and my friends from my 

second Instagram account, thank you for being there and listening to all 

my complaints and struggles throughout this college experience, as well 

as for providing support and other help.  



 

 

vii 

 

9. Thanks to my favorite singers, Olivia Rodrigo, Blackpink, and Taylor 

Swift, whose songs have provided me with inspiration, motivation, and 

encouragement throughout the process of writing this thesis. Their 

music accompanied me and helped me overcome various challenges 

during the writing process, enabling me to complete this thesis.  

10. I would like to thank myself for all the effort, hard work, and 

perseverance I demonstrated in facing every step of the process and 

every challenge during the writing of this thesis. The entire process I 

have gone through is proof that I was able to persevere and successfully 

fulfill this responsibility.  

This thesis certainly still needs improvement, as I realize it is far from 

perfect. Therefore, any recommendations or suggestions are always welcome and 

appreciated.  

Semarang, 16 April 2026 

 

 

Rafida Zukhrufi Shahbak  



 

 

viii 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS  

 

PRONOUNCEMENT ......................................................................................... i 

MOTTO AND DEDICATION ........................................................................... ii 

APPROVAL ...................................................................................................... iii 

VALIDATION ................................................................................................... iv 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ................................................................................. v 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ................................................................................ viii 

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS ............................................................................. x 

ABSTRACT ...................................................................................................... xi 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION ....................................................................... 1 

1.1. Background of the Study ...................................................................... 1 

1.2. Research Questions .............................................................................. 3 

1.3. Objectives of the Study ......................................................................... 4 

1.4. Scope of the Study ................................................................................ 4 

1.5. Previous Studies ................................................................................... 4 

1.6. Significances of the Study .................................................................... 7 

1.7. Writing Organization ............................................................................ 7 

CHAPTER II THEORY AND METHOD ....................................................... 10 

2.1. Theoretical Framework ............................................................................ 10 

2.1.1. Speech Acts ....................................................................................... 10 

2.1.2. Directive Speech Acts ....................................................................... 12 

2.1.3. Direct and Indirect Speech Acts ......................................................... 15 

2.1.4. Illocutionary Force Indicating Device (IFIDs) ................................... 16 

2.1.5. Felicity Conditions ............................................................................ 17 

2.1.6. Social Factors .................................................................................... 17 

2.1.7. Characterization and Character Development .................................... 18 

2.2. Research Method ..................................................................................... 19 

2.2.1. Type of Research ............................................................................... 19 

2.2.2. Research Approach............................................................................ 19 

2.2.3. Data and Data Source ........................................................................ 20 

2.2.4. Population and Sample ...................................................................... 20 



 

 

ix 

 

2.2.5. Method of Collecting Data ................................................................ 20 

2.2.6. Method of Analyzing Data ................................................................ 21 

CHAPTER III RESULTS ................................................................................ 23 

3.1. Types of Directive Speech Acts ............................................................ 23 

3.2. Differences in the Use of Directive Speech Act Types .......................... 33 

3.3. Gru’s Character Development .............................................................. 40 

CHAPTER IV REFERENCES ....................................................................... 47 

APPENDIX ...................................................................................................... 52 

 

 

  



 

 

x 

 

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS 

 

Abbreviation Definition 

CO Command 

OR Order 

TE Tell 

FO Forbid 

WA Warn 

SU Suggest 

AD Advise 

RE Request 

AS Ask 

  



 

 

xi 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

Directive speech act is one of the speech acts that are usually used to ask someone 

to do something. This study focuses on the types of directive speech acts and the 

factors underlying the development of Gru’s character in the films Despicable Me 

and Despicable Me 2. The main objectives of this study are (1) to identify the types 

of Gru’s directive speech acts that appear in Despicable Me and Despicable Me 2, 

(2) to analyze the factors influencing differences in the use of Gru’s directive speech 

acts, and (3) to explain Gru’s character development in both movies. This study was 

conducted by watching both films and collecting data on Gru’s directive speech 

acts, then classified and analyzed using relevant theories. The results reveal that all 

types of directive speech acts experienced increases or decreases, with the highest 

increase in Advise (4.7%) and the highest decrease in Tell (5.4%). These differences 

were influenced by power relations and social distance, resulting in several Gru’s 

character developments from both films. This study contributes to the 

understanding of how the use of directive speech acts can reflect characterization 

and the development of educational strategies in pragmatic teaching. 

 

Keywords: Despicable Me; Despicable Me 2; directive speech act; type; factor; 

character development. 
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