THE HIERARCHY OF NEEDS IN THE CHARACTER
STELLA FROM ANA HUANG’S TWISTED LIES (2022)

A THESIS

In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for S-1 Degree Majoring
Literature in The English Department, Faculty of Humanities
Diponegoro University

Submitted by:
Aurellia Naomi A

13020122130091

FACULTY OF HUMANITIES
DIPONEGORO UNIVERSITY
SEMARANG
2026



PRONOUNCEMENT

The writer declares that the undergraduate thesis titled “The Hierarchy of Needs in the
Character Stella from Ana Huang’s Twisted Lies (2022)” is my own work, without any
form of plagiarism to any source from other researchers. Hence, the writer only uses

sources from related works which are mentioned in the reference.

Semarang, 28" April 2026

Aurellia Naomi Ardana



MOTTO AND DEDICATION

“Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?”

— Matthew 6:26

“And, when you want something, all the universe conspires in helping you to achieve
it.”

— Paulo Coelho, The Alchemist

This thesis is dedicated for my dear parents, my family,

My friends who accompanied me.



APPROVAL

THE HIERARCHY OF NEEDS IN THE CHARACTER STELLA FROM ANA
HUANG’S TWISTED LIES (2022)

Submitted by:
Aurellia Naomi Ardana

13020122130091

Is approved by thesis advisor

On 28" April 2026

Thesis Advisor,

Ariya Jati §.S., M.A.
NIP. 197802282005011001

The Head of Epglish Department

Dr. Drs. Oktiva Herry Chandra M.Hum.
NIP. 196710041993031003



VALIDATION

THE HIERARCHY OF NEEDS IN THE CHARACTER STELLA FROM ANA
HUANG’S TWISTED LIES (2022)

Submitted by:
Aurellia Naomi Ardana
NIM. 13020122130091

Approved by
Strata-1 Thesis Examination Committee
Faculty of Humanities Diponegoro University
On June 5™, 2026

Chairperson,
Drs. Jumino M.Lib., M.Hum. o
NIP. 196207031990011001

P
Member, )
Fitrilya Anjarsari S.S., M.A. @’ﬂ//

NIP. 199103312024062001

Member, .. *
Ariya Jati S.S.. M.A.

NIP. 197802282005011001 i




ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Before anything, | would like to praise the Lord Almighty Jesus whose
boundless grace, strength, and blessings have guided me throughout the entire
process of completing this thesis titled, “The Hierarchy of Needs in the Character
Stella from Ana Huang’s Twisted Lies (2022)” can be completed. Without his
guidance, | cannot be where I am now.

Hereby, I would express gratitude for my thesis supervisor, Ariya Jati S.S.,
M.A., who has been guiding, sparing his time, assisting, and being patient with me
during the process of writing this undergraduate thesis.

In addition, 1 would also like to express my gratitude for the following
people:

1. Prof. Dr. Alamsyah M.Hum, as the Dean of Faculty of Humanities,

Diponegoro University.

2. Dr. Drs. Oktiva Herry Chandra M.Hum., as the Head of the English

Department of the Faculty of Humanities, Diponegoro University.

3. All of the lecturers of the English Department Diponegoro University who
have taught me their remarkable knowledge and advice during my study.

4. My family, my father, mother, and brother who has always been my source of
encouragement and motivation to pursue my education.

5. My dear Incen, who have been there since day one, accompanying me and

sharing great memories throughout the years.



DT TR

7. My fellow classmates and all of the 2022 English Department for being a great

Memory.

[ am aware that this thesis is far from perfect as it has many weaknesses and
room for improvement, Therefore, all forms of feedback and suggestions are greatly
appreciated for future improvement. | do hope this thesis can be useful in any way for

the reader.

Semarang, 28" April 2026

Aurelha Naom Ardana



TABLE OF CONTENTS

PRONOUNCEMENT ..ottt sttt st nn s i
MOTTO AND DEDICATION ...ttt siee e e e i
y N o 2 (@ Y P PRRR ii
VALIDATION L.ttt ittt et sb e an e s asb e e e sse e e e bae e e seeeenneeeannneeanneeeanes \Y
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ...ttt ae s s annn e e e e nna e e nnee e e \
TABLE OF CONTENTS ..ottt st sbee et ensanesaesaesasnenens vii
ABSTRAGHF....... S ... . UG B ... A R X
CHAPTER | INTRODUCTION .....ciiiiiiitisieitiieeieistesae e isse st sae e saesnee e ssenes 1
1.1 8ackgroubh........... SN ST T SR e B 1
1.2 Scope Of the RESEAICH .......ccoiiiiiiei i 4
13 Reseasch Problems S5 BRRE...... 0L 00 N0 T ..U 4

il 4 Objectiyes of ITESOTUCIVERSN SR, ... 1 .1..... SRR AR 7 ... . R ... I8 4
815 Previous StydTesits.. ... 4 L ... R W B 5
1.6 Organization Of the WITTING ........cciiiiiiiiiiiiieeis e 8
CHAPTER Il THEORY & METHOD ........cciiiiitiiieieisiesieiere st ieseseese e snes 11
2% R 11 1T Tl = (=101 1=1 o O T A e 0 OO 14l
2.1.1. Definition of Character and Characterization ........cc...cccoovvereieneniinens 11

2.1.2 Definition of CONFlCE ..o 12

2.1.3 Definition OF SELHING......cc.cii it ettt 12

2.2 Psychological APPrOACH ........cccie ittt 13
2.2.1 Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs..........ccceviiiiiiiiiiiciiceee e 13
2.2.1.1 The Physiological NEEUS .........c.coeiuiieriiiiesit st 14

2.2.1.2 The Safety NEEUS........c.ui ittt 14

2.2.1.3 The Love and Belongingness Needs ...........cciiuaereiianeneseseneanens 15

2.2.1.4 The ESteemM NEEUS .....oiveiiiiiieieie ettt 15

2.2.1.5 The Self-Actualization Needs ..........ccccoeeiiiiiniiiniinienee e 16

2.3 ReSEArCh MEtNOM .......cvi e 16

Vii



2.3.1 ReSearch APProach ...t 17

2.3.2 Method of Data COHECION ........ccoiiiiiieieieec e 17
CHAPTER 111 RESULT AND DISCUSSION .....ooiiiiiiiiiieie e 19
3.1 Stella’s Character and Characterizations, Conflicts, and Settings .............ccccouvee.. 19

3.1.1 Stella’s Character and Characterization.......cceeeovvvevieeeiiieenniieesniieesnnee s 19

3.1.1.1 Stella’s CRaracter ........courieneriieesienies e 19
3.1.1.2 Stella CharaCterization ..............cccocuieiiinenesieeneeisr e 20
3.1.1.2.1 DIreCt EXPOSITION......ccoitiiiiieiiieiieieiesienee sttt nn s 20
3.1.1.2.1.1 Stella’s Strong ReSilience .............ccovrieiieniniciisiineene 20
3.1.1.2.1.2 Stella’s Gentle and Kind Nature .............ccocoeioiiiienin e 20
3.1.1.2.2 Presentation Through ACHION. .........cccceririiiiiniiie ettt 21
3.1.1.2.2.1 Stella’s High Regards for Privacy ........c..cccccooveiiiiiiinninnnn, 21
3.1.1.2.2.2 Stella Is a Hardworking Person ............cccoeevveivcineiuesieesnenans 22
3.1.1.2.3 Representation from Within the Character..................ccceeveieneen. 23
3.1.1.2.3.1 Stella’s Tendency to be Hard on Herself ..............cccocoevinnnn 23
3.1.2 Stella’s CONTCE .....uveeiiieiiee e e 25
3.1.2.1 Stella Against the Forces of Nature ........ccocivreniiiniiiinenciescscias 25
3.1.2.2 Stella Against ANONEr PErSON .........cceiiiiiiniiiiinisineeieee e 26
3.1.2.2.1 Stella Conflict with Her Family ........ccccooooiviiiiienn 26
3.1.2.2.2 Stella’s Obsessive Stalker ..........ccoceiiiiiiiiiiiici i 27
3.1.2.2.3 Stella’s Conflict with Christian ..........cc..coceviiiiiiiiiiiieeecie 29
3.1.2.3 Stella AQAINSt SOCIELY .....ceciveeieieeiie e cieite et 30
3.1.2.4 Stella Against Herself .........ccooove oo 31
3.1.2.4.1 Stella’s INSECUTILY ....ccvveiviiiiiiiiiiie s 31
3.1.2.4.2 Stella’s Guilt for Lying........cccoiviiieiiiiiiieii e 32
3.1.3 Stellaf§ Setting........ "X AL S L. L8 0.0 W 34
3.1.3.1 GeographiC LOCALION ...c..eveeveeseesseesieassessaesseeeesseeseeereesseenseeseesseeseeeneens 34
3.1.3.1.1 Stella’s Apartment.........ccccveieeriieieerie e 34
3.1.3.1.2 Christian’s Penthouse ...........cccoveiiiiiiiiiiiieieee e 34
3.1.3.2 Occupation and Daily LIfeStyle ........cccccoviiiiiieiiiciie e 35

viii



3.1.3.3 Time or HiStorical Period........cccooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e, 36

3.1.3.4 The General ENVIFONMENT.........c.cooiiiiiiiieiee e 36
3.1.3.4.1 Stella’s Social ENvironment ...........cccoceeveriiiiiin e 36
3.1.3.4.2 Stella’s Emotional Environment.............cccoovveiveineiiiesieeeiee s 37

3.2 Stella’s Fulfillment of Hierarchy of Needs .......cccovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiec e 38
3.2.1 Stella’s Physiological Needs.........ccuviviiiiiiieiiiieiies i 38
3.2.1.1 Stella’s Needs for FOOd...........ocooiiiiiiiiiii i 38
3.2.1.2 Stella’s Needs for Shelter.....ouiueiiiiieiiiii i 38
3.2.2 Sila’s Sffety@ieeds . JATWmmmmmre ... £ 00 39
3.2.2.1 Being Protected DY OTNErS .......ccceoiiiiiieriieeicsiieeeee e 40
3.2.3 Stella’s Love and Belongingness Needs ........cccovvrviieeniiiieiiieneeiesieiienns 41

3.2.3%slove frof Hliendgier.. ... 4.8 . S 0 .. £ o 9. 41

3.28«el0ve fraiT Rafifcnms. .1 8 1...... S0 SN 8 . e ). B 42

3.2.3:3 Love from Family .......i.......ccooer i ittt stk e 43

3.2.4 Siclla’s BEiCEa N NECHSE..... | 15 ... . "y L . ... ...} 44
3.2.4.1 SEElla'S ESLERIM ..ottt ettt 44
3.2.4.2 Recognition from OtNerS......ccuwiiiiieeisiiensesiisieneseeeeiesie e 45

3.2.5 Stella’s Self-Actualization NEeds ...........cccoviiieiieiiiiniieee s 46
3.2.5.1 Establishing Her Own Fashion Brand...............ccocooviiiininicninin, 46

3.3 The Relations Between Stella’s Characterizations, Conflicts, and Settings with

Her Fulfillment of the Hierarchy of NEeds........ccc.coeeriiiiiniiniiiiieeesc i 47
CHAPTER IV CONCLUSION... ..ottt it sb et be e 51
REFEREWBICES.............cocven O - ..........cccoeveesrece e seeenes 54



ABSTRACT

This study analyzes Maslow’s framework, the hierarchy of needs, in the character
Stella from Twisted Lies (2022). The objectives of this study are threefold. First, to
analyze Stella’s character and characterizations, settings, and conflicts. Second, to
analyze Stella's fulfillment of her needs. Third, to analyze the relation between
Stella’s characterizations, settings, and conflicts and her fulfillment of the hierarchy
of needs. The results show that Stella is a complex character, revealed by her
character and characterizations, as well as her circumstances and obstacles which
define and construct her depth. Throughout the narrative, Stella is able to gradually
fulfill her needs although she is slightly hindered by her own circumstances.
Furthermore, there is a relation between her intrinsic elements, namely the
characterizations, conflicts, and setting, and the fulfillment of her needs. Her strength
supports her fulfillment, such as her resilience, her hardworking nature, and her
occupation, giving her further access to meeting her needs. However, some of her
circumstances, her negative attributes, such as her tendency to be hard on herself, her
conflicts, and her settings, complicate her journey in completing the hierarchies.
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