EXPLORING DIRECTIVE SPEECH ACTS USED
BY BETH HARMON TO SHOW HER
CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT
IN THE MOVIE THE QUEEN’S GAMBIT

A THESIS
In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements
For S-1 Degree Majoring Linguistics Studies in the English

Department, Faculty of Humanities Diponegoro University

Submitted by :
HANIFA MEUTIA RANI
13020121190033

FACULTY OF HUMANITIES
DIPONEGORO UNIVERSITY
SEMARANG
2026



PRONOUNCEMENT
I honestly declare this thesis is written by myself without using other researchers'
works. All references as well as the data from other various works found, have

been acknowledged and properly cited.

Semarang, 28th August 2025.

Hanifa Meutia Rani



APPROVAL

EXPLORING DIRECTIVE SPEECH ACTS USED BY BETH HARMON
TO SHOW HER CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT IN THE MOVIE THE
QUEEN'S GAMBIT

Written by:
Hanifa Meutia Rani

NIM. 13020121190033

Is approved by the thesis advice on 28" August 2025
Thesis Advisor

Prof. Dr\Drs. Aguy Subiyanto, M.A,
NIP. Q64081/11990011001

THE HEAD OF ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

(e

Dr. Drs. Olctiva Herry Chandra, M. Hum.
NIP. 19671004 1993031003



VALIDATION

EXPLORING DIRECTIVE SPEECH ACTS USED BY BETH HARMON TO

SHOW HER CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT IN THE MOVIE THE QUEEN’S
GAMBIT

Submitted by:
Hanifa Meutia Rani
NIM. 13020121190033

Approved by
Strata I Thesis Examination Committee
Faculty of Humanities Diponegoro University
On February 27th, 2026

Chairman
Dr. Dra. Nurhayati, M. Hum.
NIP.196610041990012001 5

Member
Prihantoro, S.S., M.A, Ph.D.
NIP.198306292006041002

Member
Prof. Dr. Drs. Agus Subiyanto, M.A.
NIP.196408141990011001

Accepted and declared in Semarang on February 27th, 2026




MOTTO AND DEDICATION

"It's not about being the best, it's about being better than you were yesterday."

— The Queen's Gambit (2020)

This thesis is dedicated to my beloved parents, with all my love and
gratitude, for their constant support, prayers, and endless patience. Their
help truly kept me going as I worked on this thesis. I would like to thank
my lecturers, my friends, and everyone else who helped me out and shared
their knowledge during difficult times. I am dedicating this thesis to
myself, as a reminder to always keep pushing, learning, and growing, just
like Beth Harmon, who never stopped getting better at her own game of

life.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

First of all, I am truly grateful to Allah SWT, who has always given me
health, patience, and the chance to complete this thesis under the title,
“EXPLORING DIRECTIVE SPEECH ACTS USED BY BETH HARMON
TO SHOW HER CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT IN THE MOVIE THE
QUEEN’S GAMBIT”. Without His guidance, I would not have been able to

finish this work. Furthermore, my deepest appreciation is extended to:

1. My thesis advisor, Prof. Dr. Drs. Agus Subiyanto, M.A., who has
patiently supported and guided me throughout the process. I really
appreciate all the helpful suggestions, corrections, and time that have
helped me improve this thesis.

2. Prof. Dr. Alamsyah, S.S., M.Hum, as the Dean of the Faculty of
Humanities, Diponegoro University.

3. Dr. Drs. Oktiva Herry Chandra, M.Hum who leads the English
Department, Faculty of Humanities, Diponegoro University.

4. Dr. Dra. Nurhayati, M.Hum, and Prihantoro, S.S., M.A., PhD., as the
thesis examiners.

5. My sincere appreciation also goes to all the lecturers in the English
Literature Department at Diponegoro University. Thank you for the
effort of teaching me, giving me advice, and valuable lessons you have

shared with me during my study.



6. My special thanks goes to my family, especially to my beloved parents,
who always send prayers, and endless support that have given me the
strength to keep pushing through. They always listened to my
mourning, whenever I felt sad that day.

7. My closest friends have been with me through the ups and downs of
this academic journey. Their advice and support has meant a lot to
me.

8. Someone, who I can not name. I’m grateful for the endless support,
motivations that you have given me. For always giving me faith
whenever I feel like giving up, and for always being there for me.

Finally, I want to express my appreciation to all individuals who have helped
me directly or indirectly in completing this thesis. May all your kindness be
rewarded with happiness and success.

Semarang, 28th August 2025.

Hanifa Meutia Rani



TABLE OF CONTENTS

TITLE oo i
PRONOUNCEMENT .....ccciiiiiiiieieeeeeeeee e ii
APPROVAL ..ot il
VALIDATION ..ottt v
MOTTO AND DEDICATION .....cccceoiviiinieinienieienne. v
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT .....cocooiiiiiiiiieceieeeie e vi
TABLE OF CONTENTS ....cocoiiiiiieeeeeeeeee vii
ABSTRACT ..ottt viil
CHAPTER I — INTRODUCTION .....ccoceeiiieiinieiieiencnns 1
1.1 Background of the Study ........cccevevvveeeiiieiiene. 1
1.2 Research QUeStions ..........ccceeeveeevveeeeveeeeneeeennen. 3
1.3 Purpose of the Study ......ccceeevveviiniiiiiiiieeeee, 3
1.4 Objective of the Study .......ccevvvvveviiiiiiieeieee, 3
1.5 Scope of the Study ....ccvvveevieeiieeiieeeee e, 4
1.6 Significance of the Study ........ccccevviviininiinnene. 5
1.7 Previous Studies .......cccceveeereenienieneenienieniceeeen 7
1.8 Organization of the Study .........cccccevvvveennnnnne. 10
CHAPTER Il - THEORY AND METHODS ..................... 12
2.1 Theoretical Framework ..........cccccoceeveniininnenen. 12
2.1.1 Speech Act Theory .......cccveevievieeiieieeieeieeee. 12
2.1.2 Types of Directive ACtS .....ccocveeeerieencrieeeieeeen. 15

A. REQUESE ..ovviieeiiiie e 15

b. Command ........cccoeveeiinieneniinieeeeeene 15

C. SUZEESHION ..ovvviiiieiieeiiieiie e eiee e e e 16

d. AdVICE .o 16



£ OTEOT e 17

€. WarNING ..cocvveiiieiieiieeieee e 17
2.1.3 Character Development ...........cccceevveeieennnnns 18
2.2 Research Methods .........cccooveeiiieiiiniiiieiee, 19
2.2.1 Type of the Research ..........cccccoeiieiininnnn. 19
2.2.2 Data and Data Source .........c..ccoeeeveevieneennenne 20
2.2.3 Method of Collecting Data ...........cccveeennnennee. 21
2.2.4 Method of Analyzing Data ............cceeeenenneee. 22
CHAPTER III - RESULTS AND DISCUSSION ..............
3T RESUIS e 24
3.2 DISCUSSION ...eeuvieniieeiiieiie ettt 25
3.2.1 Kinds of Directive ActS ......ccceevveriveenieeeenee. 25

a. ReqUESt ...oooviiieiiiee 27

b OFfer ..o 27

C. SUGEESHION ..eeeiiieeiie e 28

Ao AdVICE .o 28

€. INVItAtion ....oceevveviiniiiiceeeeeen 29

f.Warning .......cccoeveveeeiiieeiieceeceeee e 29

. Command .........cceeeeiiieiiieeee e 29
3.2.2 Character Personality and Social Position of Beth Harmon ...
3.2.3 Character Development of Beth Harmon ........ 32

a. Childhood Stage ........ccccovvvviieiieeiieieeieeee 33

b. Teenage Stage .....ccovvveevvveeecieecieeeee e, 34

c. Adulthood Stage .........ccceeveviiniiicnicniicne. 36
CHAPTER IV — CONCLUSION ......ccctiiiiiiiniieienienieeneens
BIBLIOGRAPHY

APPENDIX

30



ABSTRACT

The Queen'’s Gambit tells the story of Beth Harmon, a young chess prodigy
who rises to fame while struggling with addiction, loneliness, and the challenge of
finding her place in the world. Beyond her chess skills, the way Beth speaks plays
an important role in showing who she is and how she relates to others. One
striking aspect of her speech is her use of direct instructions, which reflect her
personality, emotions, and the power dynamics in her relationships. This study
explores how Beth uses directive speech acts, such as giving orders, making
requests, or offering suggestions, across three stages of her life: childhood,
teenage years, and adulthood. Using Searle’s Speech Act Theory, the research
analyzes what kinds of directives she employs and what they reveal about her
character. The findings show that Beth’s use of directives matures with her,

becoming more confident and strategic as she grows older.

Keywords: directive speech acts, Beth Harmon, The Queen’s Gambit, speech act

theory,
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