CHAPTER III METHODOLOGY
3.1 [bookmark: _bookmark31]Research Method
Descriptive qualitative research methods were used in this research. According to Moleong (2011), qualitative research is research that intends to understand phenomena about what is experienced by research subjects, for example behavior, perceptions, motivations, actions, etc. in the form of words and language, in a special natural context and by utilizing various natural methods. Anggito and Seiawan (2018), a qualitative approach is collecting data in a natural setting with the aim of interpreting the phenomena that occur, where the researcher is the key instrument, sampling of data sources is carried out purposively and snowball, data collection techniques are carried out in combination, analysis is inductive/qualitative, and qualitative research results emphasize meaning and generalization. According to Kountur (2009) descriptive research is a type of research that provides a picture or description of a situation as clearly as possible without any treatment of the object being studied. Meanwhile, in Dewanta (2020), Djajasudarma explains that using the descriptive method, the data collected is not numbers, it can be words or a picture of something.
The method was chosen because the data to be used in this research consists of images and words from films, rather than numerical data. The descriptive qualitative method was also chosen because, through this method, the semiotic elements contained in the film, which is the object of research, could be described in detail. Through this method, researchers could also examine in more depth what aspects can be used as benchmarks for a film to be called an Islamic film.
3.2 [bookmark: _bookmark32]Research Object
According to Supriyati in Cahyani (2018) The object of research is the variable studied by the researcher at the research location. Meanwhile, Umar in Ichsani (2021) stated the object of research explains what and/or who is the object of research also where and when the research was conducted. Other things can also




be added as deemed necessary. The object of this research is the semiotics of the film which is an aspect of categorizing a film as an Islamic film.
The aspects that can be used as considerations for a film to be categorized as an Islamic film would be analyzed. Some aspects that will be used as material analysis are the verbal aspects contained in the film starting from the title carried by the filmmaker and the narratives used by the characters in the film. In addition, the interpretation contained in the film such as the scenes depicted in the film, the depiction of the characters or the use of symbols, attributes and other things related to Islam will be used as analysis material as well.
The data used in previous similar studies made elements such as dialogue, narrative, and scene settings in films the subjects of analysis in the research. Therefore, referring to previous studies, the aspects to be analyzed in this research would include the story told in the film, the film's setting and scenes, character dialogue or narrative, symbols contained in the film, and attributes that signify Islamic themes.
Of the various Islamic film titles that are used as references for research data, there are several titles that most often appear in internet searches. As highlighted in articles from idntimes.com and gramedia.com, several Islamic films are recommended, such as “Ayat-Ayat Cinta (2008), Hafalan Shalat Delisa (2011), Sang Pencerah (2010), Assalamualaikum Beijing (2014), Bulan Terbelah di Langit Amerika (2015), Ayat-Ayat Cinta 2 (2017), Ajari Aku Islam (2019), Merindu Cahaya de Amstel (2022), Ranah 3 Warna (2022), Cinta Subuh (2022), 172 Days (2023)”. In this case, the researcher in creating research data boundaries, from the ten titles, researcher determined parameters in the form of films with more than 300,000 viewers with the outline of the story being told differently from one another, or films that have won awards in several categories. From the parameters that have been determined by the researcher, the research data has been narrowed down and the researcher took 4 film titles, namely “Sang Pencerah (2010), Bulan Terbelah di Langit Amerika (2015), Ajari Aku Islam (2019), and 172 Days (2023)”.
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3.3 [bookmark: _bookmark37]Data Collection Technique
3.3.1 [bookmark: _bookmark38]Observation
According to Sukmadinata (2006), observation is a technique or way of collecting data by observing ongoing activities. Daymon and Holloway in Larasati (2013) found observation requires systematic recording and recording of events, artifacts and informant behavior that occur in certain situations, not as they are later remembered, retold and generalized by the researcher himself. Khasanah (2020), stated that observation is a direct observation of an object in the environment, whether it is ongoing or still in a stage, which includes various attention activities towards an object study using sensing and is an action carried out intentionally or consciously and also in accordance with the sequence.


Non-participant observation was used in this research, according to Meidy in Kurniawati (2022), where the researcher only acts to observe without having to participate in field activities like other groups being researched, whether their presence is known or not. Through this data collection method, observations would be made on Islamic films in relation to the object of research, focusing on analyzing and understanding the aspects that determine whether a film can be categorized as an Islamic film.
3.3.2 [bookmark: _bookmark39]Documentation
According to Gunawan (2013) Documentation is a source of data used to complete research, either in the form of written sources, film images, and monumental works, all of which provide information for the research process. Kurniawati, Fathurrohman and Roysa (2022) stated documentation is a data collection instrument that is often used in various data collection methods. In this study, the documentation technique was used by documenting the scenes in the film that were analyzed to be used as supporting material for the research. In addition to documenting the scenes in the film, researchers would also document the narrative dialogue used by the characters in the film. Researchers would also collect data through documentation of character depictions, use of symbols, attributes and things related to Islam.
Through this data collection method, the researcher would continue the research by conducting documentation analysis to find the meaning of all the data that has been collected. Documentation analysis was used on the signs that appear in the specified film. The signs found through the scenes, narratives, dialogues to the backgrounds in the film are then analyzed by describing the Representation, object and interpretant based on the definition expressed by charles sanders pierce semiotics theory.
3.4 [bookmark: _bookmark40]Data Analysis
According to Moloeng (2018), data analysis is the process of examining all data collected from research instruments such as notes, documents, test results, recordings, and others. This is done to make the data easier to understand, allowing


conclusions to be drawn. Liamputtong (2013) found data analysis is conducted before entering the field, during fieldwork, and after fieldwork is completed. There are two types of data analysis techniques in research: qualitative and quantitative data analysis. The data analysis technique that would be used in this research is the qualitative data analysis technique.
According to Brannen in Rozali (2022), the data analysis process qualitative research has several stages, as follows:
(1) data reduction is the process of organizing, simplifying, and transforming large amounts of raw data into a more manageable and focused form. It involves selecting, condensing, categorizing, and abstracting information from field notes, transcripts, and other sources to make it easier to understand and analyze. This process helps researchers to identify key themes, patterns, and insights within the data.
(2) data display is a stage carried out after data reduction. The data is presented from the results of interviews and documentation, which are analyzed and then displayed in the form of interview notes and documentation notes. Data presented in note form helps the researcher obtain relevant information, enabling conclusions to be drawn and meaning to be interpreted, aiding in answering the research questions.
(3) conclusion drawing, where conclusions are made. The initial conclusions are provisional and may change if no strong evidence is found. Using this method, the research would begin by summarizing data from the analysis of aspects that categorize a film as an Islamic film. This would be followed by organizing the results of the analysis and drawing conclusions. The analysis conducted would involve identifying aspects that form a semiosis process based on Peirce's theory, which includes the Representation (R), the part of the sign that can be perceived physically or mentally; object (O), which is the reference for the sign; and the interpretant (I), which is the part of the process that interprets the relationship between the Representation and object.
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