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The Hunger Games: Catching Fire is the sequel to the world-famous three-part trilogy novel by Suzanne Collins. Belonging to a dystopian segment of literature produced in this period, this work has successfully made its readers come from across these age barriers. It is among those who identify more with adolescence and youth, but it also engages them in critically arguing about questions relating to power and resistance within society, particularly in repressive societies. The book’s massive success was confirmed by the cinematic success of the movie version, which made Catching Fire one of the hallmark books of 21st-century literary and popular culture. The book tells the story of transformation from a village girl’ background into a heroine for the entire district. Katniss’s victory in the Hunger Games sparked a revolutionary fervour in some districts, inspiring them to fight against the tyrannical power of President Snow. In this novel, Collins primarily deals with injustice triumphing, and Katniss represents an uprising against this injustice.


In the background of the narrative of the struggle against the tyrannical government, Catching Fire also foregrounds the important element of women’s character friendships. Underneath the focus on the story of Katniss’ rebellion in this novel, there is a story of female bonding between Katniss and the other female characters that literary criticism has never shed light on. Here, the writer 
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would like to highlight how female bonding is one of the pillars that leads the character to fight against a challenge. Strong models of female solidarity include characters such as Katniss Everdeen, Prim, Rue, Johanna Mason, and Mags. Each character represents a variety of backgrounds and experiences; therefore, their realization of relationships depends on empathy, protection, and cooperation in violent or abusive situations. It has proven to be a significant factor in building women’s collective strength for survival and resistance against decisions made by others.
Reading about female bonding in this book is particularly relevant in the feminist context, especially in deconstructing dominant discourses that tend to portray women as competitors or guarded individuals. Bell Hooks (1984) defines the feminist movement as a collective struggle to end sexism, exploitation, and gender-based oppression. Hooks emphasizes that feminism must be inclusive and consider aspects of race, class, and sexual orientation in its struggle. Feminist analysis as a method is an attempt to reveal the form of inequality that women endure and change it. Interpreting the dialogue between the female characters in Catching Fire from a feminist perspective can be seen as acts of resistance towards patriarchy and a strong symbol of solidarity among women. This kind of analysis not only expands literary work cognition but also provides a profound reflection on the dynamics of women’s solidarity in real society.
This female bonding phenomenon is exciting to study further because Collins’s novel tells the tale of how all the characters must learn to find a way to survive in discouraging circumstances, and this is where the role of female bonds becomes part of the challenges. In Hooks’ book, Feminism Is For Everybody (2000), female bonding based on feminist consciousness is the foundation of our political solidarity. It is about collaborating in love and resistance. In this regard, female bonding is described as a process or phenomenon in which women come together to form close relationships, support one another, and build strong bonds. Hooks emphasizes that female bonding is not just an emotional connection, but also a form of cooperation in a common struggle against oppression. So, cooperation is not just practical help, but an organized and meaningful form of political solidarity. This principle is particularly applicable in the context of the feminist movement, where women strive to attain equality and support one another to overcome the various obstacles they encounter in their lives.
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[bookmark: _Toc12009]This research focuses on the role of female bonding in shaping the main character in The Hunger Games: Catching Fire. This research examines how female bonding emerges, how the impact of female bonding actions by the main character, and how these forms of bonding are represented in the novel. Based on this focus, the research questions are formulated as follows:
1. How does female bonding emerge in the main character of the novel The Hunger Games: Catching Fire?
2. How does female bonding affect the main character in the novel The Hunger Games: Catching Fire?
3. How are female bonds portrayed in the novel The Hunger Games: Catching Fire?
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[bookmark: _Toc11301]This objective study aims to provide direction and focus for the research. The writer specifically aims to examine how female bonding emerges in the narrative, how it affects Katniss Everdeen’s character, and how forms of female bonding are represented throughout the story. These objectives are designed as follows:
1. To analyze the factors that contribute to female bonding in the main character of The Hunger Games: Catching Fire.
2. To show the effect of female bonding on the main character in the novel The Hunger Games: Catching Fire.
3. To explain the forms depicting female bonds in The Hunger Games: Catching Fire.
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Limitations in a discussion are needed to limit the problems to be discussed. This research is limited to analyzing the intrinsic and extrinsic elements in the novel The Hunger Games: Catching Fire by Suzanne Collins. The intrinsic elements studied include character and characterization, conflict, and setting. Meanwhile, the extrinsic elements focus on the issue of female bonding, including its causes, effects, and forms of female bonding such as friendship and cooperation. This analysis uses feminist theory by referring to Bell Hooks’ perspective on women’s solidarity, resistance, and social movements. It does not address other aspects such as storyline or narrative style.
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Many previous studies have analyzed this novel. The first is entitled Hunger Games: What are the Chances? by Sarah B. Bush and Karen S. Karp (2012). This thesis focuses on mathematics teaching in middle school. The writers discussed the students’ reactions to an activity based on the popular book and movie The Hunger Games (Collins 2008). The activity was designed to engage middle school students in using the mathematics found in the book. Catching Fire (Collins 2009) and Mockingjay (Collins 2010), the other books in the series, also provided a meaningful context for probability study. The writers hope this activity will guide the implementation of probability ideas in different classrooms.
The second is entitled “The Hunger Games”: Literature, Literacy, and Online Affinity Spaces by Jen Scott Curwood (2013). This thesis analyzes the relationship between literature, literacy, and technology in how adolescents engage with Collins’s Hunger Games trilogy, three books among a growing number of dystopian novels written for young adults. In this article, the writer takes a sociocultural perspective on literacy to situation meaning-making in broader social, cultural, political, historical, and temporal contexts.
The next previous study is an article by Woloshsyn, Taber, and Lane (2013) entitled Discourses of Masculinity and Femininity in The Hunger Games: ‘Scarred,’ ‘Bloody,’ and ‘Stunning,’. They discuss how Katniss exhibits a complex combination of masculinity and femininity, which includes her relationships with other female characters.
The fourth previous study is an article entitled “Class on Fire: Using the Hunger Games Trilogy to Encourage Social Action” by Amber M. Simmons (2014). This article uses popular literature to pique student interest and explores how to incorporate the books in the Hunger Games series into the ELA classroom to support literacy and learning.
The next previous study is article entitled The Desensitization to Violence and the Perpetuation of Oppression and Slavery in Suzanne Collins’s The Hunger Games Trilogy by  Longenberger (2015). The article analyzes slavery in The Hunger Games trilogy by placing Collin’s works in the historical context of Roman gladiatorial combat and examining the social structure of oppression in the society Collins created. Oppression is a central theme in the novel that reflects social, political, and gender injustices in the dystopian world of Panem.
The sixth previous study is Caroline E. Jones’s (2016) thesis, “Changing the World: Faces of Rebellion in Suzanne Collins’s Hunger Games Trilogy.” In this thesis, the writer discusses utopian and dystopian literature in the Collins trilogy, which explicitly recognizes that shortages, or even the existence of intense hunger, are not enough to trigger rebellion. 
The seventh previous study is “Katnis Everdeen’s Ambition In The Hunger Games Trilogy Novel (2008 - 2010) By Suzanne Collins: A Psychoanalytic Approach” by Rahayu, Titis Sri and, Titis Setyabudi, S.S. M. Hum (2017). This thesis uses a psychoanalytic approach to examine Katniss’s ambition as the main motivation-the games as a path to emotional and social freedom.
The next previous study is entitled “Inner Conflict of Katniss Everdeen in Suzanne Collins’s The Hunger Games” by Rohaeni (2017). Rohaeni examined through an examination of anxiety, triggering factors, and coping strategies such as displacement and avoidance. The study concludes that Katniss’ inner conflict not only affects her emotional state, but also shapes her behavior and way of survival.
The ninth previous study is Andrea Ruthven’s (2017) thesis, “The Contemporary Postfeminist Dystopia: Disruptions and Hopeful Gestures In Suzanne Collins’s The Hunger Games.” This paper, through an analysis of Collins’s The Hunger Games trilogy (2008, 2009, 2010), considers how contemporary postfeminism can be read as a dystopic narrative. 
The next previous study is “Katniss Everdeen’s Character Development in Suzanne Collins’ The Hunger Games Trilogy” by Valeri Putri Mentari Ardi and Bernadus Hidayat (2018). Their article examines how Katniss Everdeen’s character development can be understood through the lens of Marxist theory, particularly in the context of class struggle and identity transformation. They argue that Katniss, as a volunteer from the poorest district and then a feared victor in the Hunger Games, is a symbol of resistance to systemic oppression.
All the previous studies above are examples of studies conducted using the same object, the novel The Hunger Games: Catching Fire. However, it can be pointed out that there are some differences between this study and the previous studies listed above. The difference between this thesis and prior research is the use of a different focus. Meanwhile, in this thesis, the writer focuses on female bonding in the novel, specifically female bonding in the main character, the effect of female bonding on the main character, and the forms that depict female bonding that occur in the novel. It marks the difference in this thesis because it uses a feminist approach to seek the causes and effects of female bonding in the main character.

1.6 Writing Organization
This study consists of four chapters that divide into: 
CHAPTER I: INTRODUCTION
This chapter contains the background of the study, research problems, objectives of the study, previous studies, scope of the study, and writing organization. 
CHAPTER II: THEORY AND METHOD
This chapter contains the theoretical framework applied by the writer in her research. The theories consist of intrinsic elements and extrinsic elements. Intrinsic elements consist of character, characterization, conflict, and setting. In extrinsic elements, the writer will use feminism in form female bonding theory by Bell Hooks as the main theory.
CHAPTER III: RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
This chapter explains the results of the analysis, which consists of intrinsic and extrinsic elements in The Hunger Games: Catching Fire by Suzanne Collins.
CHAPTER IV: CONCLUSION
This chapter contains conclusions from the research conducted by the researcher. 
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