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Abstract.The counter electrode using Carbon nanotube (CNT) has been successfully fabricated by the doctor blade method 
and their performances were investigated. We found that increasing mass of the CNT powder in binder increases 
electrocatalytic activity which this beneficial to conversion efficiency of the Dye-sensitized solar cell (DSSC). The 
photovoltaic performance of the DSSCs with 0.01, 0.02 and 0.04 gr of the CNT obtained overall conversion efficiencies of 
0.32%, 0.74% and 0.91%, respectively. The results suggest that the CNT counter electrode has potential as alternative to 
the Pt free counter electrode for DSSC. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

Silicon (Si) based solar cell are commonly used as a photovoltaic device due to currently more efficient. However, 
Si-based solar cell is known to be a very expensive solar cell. Another type of solar cell Dye-sensitized solar cell 
(DSSC) is the third generation solar cell which reported by O'Regan and Grätzelin 1991 has advantages over Si-based 
solar cell[1]. Recently, the DSSC has attracted considerable attention of researchers due to its high conversion 
efficiency, simple production process, low production cost and environment friendly [2-3]. Basically, the DSSC 
consists of a conducting glass coated with nanocrystalline titanium dioxide (TiO2) anode, a ruthenium based sensitizer, 
an electrolyte solution containing iodide/ triiodide (I-/I3

-) redox couple  and a counter electrode [4-6]. The counter 
electrode is one of the most important components in DSSC which it plays a crucial role in collecting electrons from 
the external circuit into electrolyte and reduces  I3

- to I-, simultaneously [7-8]. Generally, Platinum (Pt) is the most 
widely used as CE at present due to its high electric conductivity and excellent electrocatalytic activity for the I3

-

reduction[9-10]. However, owing to its relatively expensive, rarity and corrosion in corrosive electrolyte, Pt has to be 
replaced by other low cost materials with high conductivity and high electrocatalytic activity, such as carbon materials 
[11], metal oxides [12-13], alloys [14] and conducting polymers [15].Carbon materials such as graphene, carbon black, 
hard carbon spherules, activated carbon and graphite have been studied as counter electrode owing to their corrosion 
resistance, high electrocatalytic activity and low cost [16-17].Recently, carbon nanotube (CNT) has attracted attention 
to replace platinum due to its high ratio area, good electric conductivity, heat as well as corrosion resistance and high 
electrocatalytic activity for triiodide reduction [18-19]. In the present work, CNT films with different mass were 
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deposited onto FTO glasses using the doctor blade method and their performance of the DSSCs were investigated 
using AM 1.5G solar illumination and Keithley 2440 Source Meter.  

METHOD 

Material 
 

Fluorine-doped tin oxide (FTO) substrates (Dyesol, Australia) were used in this research which cut with area of 
2.5  x 2.5 cm2. TiO2 paste (20 nm, Dyesol, Australia) was used as photoanoda layer material. Electrolyte which consists 
of iodine and triiodie I-/I3

-(HPE, Dyesol, Australia) was used as the transport mechanism for the redox mediator from 
the TiO2 electrode to the counter electrode and will be reduced to iodide. Ruthenium dye N719 (Dyesol, Australia) 
solution was used as photoactive element of the photovoltaic device. The CNT powder which prepared using spray 
pyrolysis method as previous reported by Subagio, et al., 2009 [20] was used as counter electrode layer material. 
Sealants (Dyesol, Australia) were used for sealing DSSC devices for longer term applications. Ethanol (Merck, 
Jerman), terpineol (Sigma Aldrich, USA) and ethylcellulose (Sigma Aldrich, USA) were used without purification. 

Preparation of CNT based counter electrode 
 

The CNT counter electrodes with different mass of 0.01, 0.02 and 0.04 gr of CNT powder are named as CNT 0.01, 
CNT 0.02 and CNT 0.04, respectively. To prepare the CNT counter electrode by the doctor blade method, 0.2 gr 
ethylcellulose was dissolved in 2 ml ethanol which stirred for 5 minutes, followed by mixing 0.8 gr terpineol into the 
solution used as binder. The CNT powder was dispersed in the binder with stirred for 5 minutes. FTO glass substrates 
were washed with 70% ethanol and aquades several times to remove impurities. The CNT paste was deposited onto 
the FTO substrate by using the doctor blade method with a thickness equal to the thickness of scotch tape. After drying 
at 80oC for 5 minutes, the CNT counter electrode annealed at 450oC for 1 hour. 

Preparation and Assembly of DSSC 
 

The FTO glass substrates were washed with 70% ethanol and pure water several times. After that, the working 
electrodes for DSSCs were prepared by the doctor blade method of TiO2 paste onto the FTO substrate then sintered at 
325, 375, 350 and 500oC for 5, 5, 15 and 15 minutes, respectively. After cooling down to 80oC, the working electrodes 
were immersed into ruthenium dye solution for 24 hours at room temperature. The area active of the working electrode 
and the counter electrode was fixed at 1 x 1 cm2. 

The sealant was sandwiched between the two electrodes and secured the electrode assembly using two binder clips 
on each side. The electrolyte was injected through hole from the counter electrode by using a micro pipet. Finally, the 
holes were sealed using silicon glue to prevent electrolyte evaporation. 

Characterization 
 

Surface morphology of the CNT counter electrodes was investigated by scanning electron microscope (SEM, 
JEOL JSM-6360 LA, Japan). Photocurrent–voltage (I-V) characteristics of the DSSCs were performed with a Keithley 
2440 Source Meter and performed under simulated AM 1.5 G solar illumination using 100 mW/cm2 (Abet technology 
inc.). 
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RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
 

Figure 1 shows low-magnification and high-magnification SEM images of the CNT counter electrodes with 
various masses of CNT on FTO glass.  The CNT counter electrodes are composed with various diameters of the CNT 
on the order of 70 to 115 nm.  Additionally, the CNTs are randomly oriented, agglomerated and woven into each 
other. The density of the CNT was increased owing to it has more CNT in binder which is beneficial to the electron 
transfer from the counter electrode to electrolyte interface [21].The one dimensional structure of the CNTs helps them 
in making a good electrical conductivity [22,23]. 

 
 

  

FIGURE 1.SEM images low-magnification (top) and high- magnification (bottom) of prepared CNT layers deposited on FTO 
glasses with various masses of the CNT (a,b) 0.01 (c,d) 0.02 and (e,f) 0.04 gr 

 
FIGURE 2. Cross-sectional SEM image of prepared CNT layers deposited on FTO glass 
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Figure 2 shows a representative cross-sectional SEM images of the CNT layer on FTO substrates with a thickness 

of about 0.5 μm. The characteristics of the counter electrode should be related to the electrocatalytic activity.  
 

 
FIGURE 3. The DSSC prototype using CNT of 0.04 gr as counter electrode with the dimension of active area of 1 cm in length 

and 1 cm in width 
 

Figure 3 shows the prototype of DSSC which used CNT of 0.04 gr as a counter electrode. The dimension of active 
area is 1 cm in length and 1 cm in width. Figure 4 shows the current density-voltage (J-V) curves of the DSSC 
fabricated with various masses of the CNT were performed under simulated AM 1.5 G solar illumination using 100 
mW/cm2.   

 
FIGURE 4. J-V curves of DSSCs with 0.01, 0.02 and 0.04 gr of the CNT counter electrodes 

 
 
The fill factor (FF) can be calculated using the following equation : 
 

 
scoc JV

JVFF maxmax  (1) 

 
Following the fill factor, the next step is to calculate the efficiency of the DSSC using equation (2) : 
 

 
in

ocsc

P
VJFF

 (2) 
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TABLE 1. Photovoltaic properties of DSSCs with various mass of CNT as counter electrode. 

 
Sample name Jsc (mA/cm2) Voc (V) FF (%) η (%) 

CNT 0.01 2.093 0.49 31 0.32 
CNT 0.02 4.829 0.48 32 0.74 
CNT 0.04 6.413 0.45 32 0.91 

 
The photovoltaic properties, short circuit current density (Jsc), open circuit voltage (Voc), FF and ɳ are listed in 

Table 1. Figure 4 and Table 1 show that the DSSC with highest mass of the CNT has more efficiency than the other 
DSSCs. Photovoltaic performance of DSSCs with 0.01, 0.02 and 0.04 gr of CNT obtained overall conversion 
efficiencies (ɳ) of 0.32%, 0.74% and 0.91%, respectively. When the mass of CNT counter electrodes increases cause 
to Jsc, FF and ɳ increase, which should be related to electrocatalytic activity of different mass of the CNT counter 
electrodes [24, 25, 26]. 

CONCLUSION 
 

In conclusion, counter electrodes with various masses of the CNT prepared by the doctor blade method have been 
investigated. By the optimization mass of CNT, efficiency of the DSSC reaches 0.91%. This value is lower than Pt 
counter electrode due to low FF and Jsc. However, considering low cost and high electrocatalytic activity the CNT 
counter electrode, it should be a competitive alternative to the Pt free counter electrode for DSSC. 
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Solid electrolyte for solid-state batteries: Have lithium-ion batteries reached

their technical limit?
Evvy Kartini and Maykel Manawan

AIP Conference Proceedings 1710, 020001 (2016); https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941462

February 2016

An overview of nanoparticles utilization in magnetorheological materials
S. A. N. Leong, S. A. Mazlan, N. Mohamad, S. A. A. Aziz and Ubaidillah

AIP Conference Proceedings 1710, 020002 (2016); https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941463

February 2016

Structure and properties of solid polymer electrolyte based on chitosan and

ZrO  nanoparticle for lithium ion battery
Sudaryanto, Evi Yulianti and Patimatuzzohrah

AIP Conference Proceedings 1710, 020003 (2016); https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941464

February 2016

Analysis of carrier gas flow rate effect on hydroxyapatite particle formation in

ultrasonic spray pyrolysis
W. Widiyastuti, Adhi Setiawan, Tantular Nurtono and Sugeng Winardi

AIP Conference Proceedings 1710, 020004 (2016); https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941465
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The optical properties and photocatalytic activity of CdS-ZnS-TiO /Graphite for
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Fitria Rahmawati, Rini Wulandari, Irvinna M. Murni and Mudjijono

AIP Conference Proceedings 1710, 020005 (2016); https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941466
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Low frequency magneto-impedance effects in electrode-posited multilayer

[Ni Fe /Cu]  on Cu-wire substrates with different sample geometry
B. Anggit Wicaksono, Ahmad Asrori Nahrun, Nuryani and Budi Purnama

AIP Conference Proceedings 1710, 030001 (2016); https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941467
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Influence of sample length to magneto-impedance effect in electrodeposited

[Cu/Ni Fe ]  multilayer wires at low frequency
Ismail, Nuryani and Budi Purnama

AIP Conference Proceedings 1710, 030002 (2016); https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941468

February 2016

Synthesis of TiO  by electrochemical method from TiCl  solution as anode

material for lithium-ion batteries
Adrian Nur, Agus Purwanto, Arif Jumari, Endah R. Dyartanti, Sifa Dian Permata Sari and Ita Nur Hanifah

AIP Conference Proceedings 1710, 030003 (2016); https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941469
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Improving lithium-ion battery performances by adding fly ash from coal

combustion on cathode film
Endah Retno Dyartanti, Arif Jumari, Adrian Nur and Agus Purwanto

AIP Conference Proceedings 1710, 030004 (2016); https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941470
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The influence of reduced graphene oxide on electrical conductivity of LiFePO -

based composite as cathode material
Muhammad Arifin, Akfiny Hasdi Aimon, Toto Winata, Mikrajuddin Abdullah and Ferry Iskandar

AIP Conference Proceedings 1710, 030005 (2016); https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941471

February 2016

The influences of mole composition of strontium (x) on properties of barium

strontium titanate (Ba Sr TiO ) prepared by solid state reaction method
Dianisa Khoirum Sandi, Agus Supriyanto, Anif Jamaluddin and Yofentina Iriani

AIP Conference Proceedings 1710, 030006 (2016); https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941472

February 2016

Synthesis of gadolinium carbonate-conjugated-poly(ethylene)glycol

(Gd (CO ) @PEG) particles via a modified solvothermal method
Erika L. Y. Nasution, Atika Ahab, Bebeh W. Nuryadin, Freddy Haryanto, Idam Arif and Ferry Iskandar

AIP Conference Proceedings 1710, 030007 (2016); https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941473
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Study on characteristics of PVDF/nano-clay composite polymer electrolyte
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Endah R. Dyartanti, Agus Purwanto, I. Nyoman Widiasa and Heru Susanto

AIP Conference Proceedings 1710, 030008 (2016); https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941474
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Solution of D dimensional Dirac equation for coulombic potential using NU

method and its thermodynamics properties
C. Cari, A. Suparmi, M. Yunianto and A. S. Husein

AIP Conference Proceedings 1710, 030009 (2016); https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941475

February 2016

Solution of D dimensional Dirac equation for hyperbolic tangent potential using

NU method and its application in material properties
A. Suparmi, C. Cari, B. N. Pratiwi and U. A. Deta

AIP Conference Proceedings 1710, 030010 (2016); https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941476

February 2016

Influence of pH on the formulation of TiO  powder prepared by co-precipitation

of TiCl  and photocatalytic activity
Gatut Yudoyono, Vicran Zharvan, Nur Ichzan, Rizqa Daniyati, Bachtera Indarto, Yono Hadi Pramono, Mochamad

Zainuri and Darminto

AIP Conference Proceedings 1710, 030011 (2016); https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941477
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Anthocyanin extracted from Hibiscus (Hibiscus rosa sinensis L.) as a

photosensitizer on nanostructured-TiO  dye sensitized solar cells
A. H. Ramelan, S. Wahyuningsih, N. A. Rosyida, E. Supriyanto, S. Saputro, Q. A. Hanif and L. Rinawati

AIP Conference Proceedings 1710, 030012 (2016); https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941478

February 2016

Modification of natural matrix lac-bagasse for matrix composite films
Nanik Dwi Nurhayati, Karna Widjaya and Triyono

AIP Conference Proceedings 1710, 030013 (2016); https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941479

February 2016

Micromagnetic study of exchange interaction effect on magnetization reversal

mode of CoFeAl
Umi Muflihatun Nurul Azizah, Suryasatriya Trihandaru and Nur Aji Wibowo

AIP Conference Proceedings 1710, 030014 (2016); https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941480

February 2016

Preparation of silver-chitosan nanocomposites and coating on bandage for

antibacterial wound dressing application
Endang Susilowati, Maryani and Ashadi

AIP Conference Proceedings 1710, 030015 (2016); https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941481

February 2016

Evaluation of biosurfactants grown in corn oil by Rhodococcus rhodochrous on

removing of heavy metal ion from aqueous solution
Venty Suryanti, Sri Hastuti and Dwi Pujiastuti
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The Scaevola frutescen (Mill.) Krause dried-leaves extract as a potential natural

reduction system for synthesis of gold nanoparticles and their evaluation for

antibacterial of Eschericia coli
Salprima Yudha S., Eka Angasa, Totok Eka Suharto, Yuta Nishina, Zulfikri Achid Mardlia and Sipriyadi

AIP Conference Proceedings 1710, 030017 (2016); https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941483

February 2016

Effect of concentration of sodium silicate solution in the synthesis of silica-

coated magnetite nanoparticles by ultrasonication
Fauziatul Fajaroh, Sumari and Nazriati

AIP Conference Proceedings 1710, 030018 (2016); https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941484

February 2016

The influence of Ca-Mg-Al hydrotalcite synthesized from brine water on thermal

and mechanical properties of HTlc-EVA composite
Wiwiek Karina, Eddy Heraldy, Edi Pramono, Heriyanto and Shanti Astuti

AIP Conference Proceedings 1710, 030019 (2016); https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941485

February 2016

Polylactide nanocomposites for packaging materials: A review
Indah Widiastuti

AIP Conference Proceedings 1710, 030020 (2016); https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941486

SHOW ABSTRACT

SHOW ABSTRACT

SHOW ABSTRACT

SHOW ABSTRACT

BROWSE VOLUMES

https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941482
https://aip.scitation.org/doi/10.1063/1.4941483
https://aip.scitation.org/author/S%2C+Salprima+Yudha
https://aip.scitation.org/author/Angasa%2C+Eka
https://aip.scitation.org/author/Suharto%2C+Totok+Eka
https://aip.scitation.org/author/Nishina%2C+Yuta
https://aip.scitation.org/author/Mardlia%2C+Zulfikri+Achid
https://aip.scitation.org/author/Sipriyadi
https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941483
https://aip.scitation.org/doi/10.1063/1.4941484
https://aip.scitation.org/author/Fajaroh%2C+Fauziatul
https://aip.scitation.org/author/Sumari
https://aip.scitation.org/author/Nazriati
https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941484
https://aip.scitation.org/doi/10.1063/1.4941485
https://aip.scitation.org/author/Karina%2C+Wiwiek
https://aip.scitation.org/author/Heraldy%2C+Eddy
https://aip.scitation.org/author/Pramono%2C+Edi
https://aip.scitation.org/author/Heriyanto
https://aip.scitation.org/author/Astuti%2C+Shanti
https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941485
https://aip.scitation.org/doi/10.1063/1.4941486
https://aip.scitation.org/author/Widiastuti%2C+Indah
https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941486


February 2016

The preparation of polyelectrolyte complexes carboxymethyl chitosan(CMC)-

pectin by reflux method as a Pb (II) metal ion adsorbent
Budi Hastuti, Mudasir, Dwi Siswanta and Triyono

AIP Conference Proceedings 1710, 030021 (2016); https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941487

February 2016

Biosorption of toxic lead (II) ions using tomato waste (Solanum lycopersicum)

activated by NaOH
Diah Permatasari, Eddy Heraldy and Witri Wahyu Lestari

AIP Conference Proceedings 1710, 030022 (2016); https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941488

February 2016

Synthesis of anatase and rutile TiO  nanostructures from natural ilmenite
Sayekti Wahyuingsih, Ari Handono Ramelan, Edi Pramono, Ariantama Djati Sulistya, Panji Rofa Argawan, Frenandha

Dwi Dharmawan, Ludfiaastu Rinawati, Qonita Awliya Hanif, Eko Sulistiyono and Florentinus Firdiyono

AIP Conference Proceedings 1710, 030023 (2016); https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941489

February 2016

Effect of varieties composition of wall material on physical and chemistry

characteristics of microcapsulated kaffir lime leave oleoresin (Citrus hystrix DC)
Zhulfani Nur Latifatunissa, Kawiji, Lia Umi Khasanah and Rohula Utami

AIP Conference Proceedings 1710, 030024 (2016); https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941490
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Adsorption of Procion Red MX 8B using spent tea leaves as adsorbent
Eddy Heraldy, Riesta Ramdhaniyati Osa and Venty Suryanti

AIP Conference Proceedings 1710, 030025 (2016); https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941491

February 2016

Low pressure hand made PVD system for high crystalline metal thin film

preparation in micro-nanometer scale
Ahmad Rosikhin, Aulia Fikri Hidayat, Rinaldo Marimpul, Ibnu Syuhada and Toto Winata

AIP Conference Proceedings 1710, 030026 (2016); https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941492

February 2016

Green synthesis of ZnO nanoparticles via complex formation by using Curcuma

longa extract
Is Fatimah, Septian P. Yudha and Nur Afisa Lintang Mutiara

AIP Conference Proceedings 1710, 030027 (2016); https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941493

February 2016

Optimizing deacetylation process for chitosan production from green mussel

(perna viridis) shell
Y.C. Danarto and Sperisa Distantina

AIP Conference Proceedings 1710, 030028 (2016); https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4941494

February 2016
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