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CHAPTER IV 

CONCLUSION 

 

The First Purge" (2018) presents a multifaceted exploration of society 

under extreme conditions, weaving together thematic depth, character complexity, 

and socio-political commentary. At its core, the film delves into the concept of a 

"social experiment" orchestrated by the government through the Purge event. This 

experiment, ostensibly aimed at understanding and addressing societal issues like 

crime and violence, ultimately serves as a mechanism for those in power to exert 

control and perpetuate their dominance over the populace. Through the character 

of Dmitri, the film provides a lens through which viewers can contemplate the 

pervasive injustices that exist within society and the imperative of resisting such 

injustices. 

Set predominantly in Staten Island, New York City, the film's setting not 

only provides a tangible backdrop for the narrative but also imbues the story with 

a palpable emotional resonance. The urban landscape serves as more than just a 

physical location; it becomes a symbol of the societal tensions and struggles faced 

by the characters. Additionally, the film's portrayal of a near-future society 

grappling with social experiments conducted by the government underscores the 

precarious balance between order and chaos, highlighting the fragility of civil 

liberties in the face of authoritarian governance. 
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At the heart of the film is Dmitri Cimber, portrayed as a formidable and 

charismatic leader within his community. Dmitri's character arc, marked by 

internal conflict and moral ambiguity, adds layers of complexity to the narrative. 

His struggle to reconcile his responsibilities to his community with his personal 

values reflects the broader societal tensions depicted in the film. Moreover, 

Dmitri's journey serves as a microcosm of the moral dilemmas faced by individuals 

navigating oppressive systems, compelling viewers to confront the complexities of 

moral agency in the face of adversity. 

The movie exploration of conflict extends beyond the interpersonal 

dynamics of its characters to encompass broader societal struggles. The tension 

between the authoritarian government and its citizens underscores the systemic 

injustices inherent in the Purge experiment, serving as a poignant commentary on 

the abuse of power and the erosion of civil liberties. Meanwhile, Dmitri's internal 

conflict embodies the moral quandaries inherent in navigating a world where 

survival often necessitates compromise and sacrifice. In essence, "The First Purge" 

transcends the confines of its genre to offer a profound meditation on power, 

justice, and freedom in a dystopian society. By interweaving elements of theme, 

character, setting, and conflict, the film constructs a rich tapestry of social 

commentary that resonates with audiences long after the credits roll. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


