Abstract

Previous studies have separately investigated the relationship between the internal auditors’
characteristics and the level of external auditors’ reliance, and the relationship between the level
of external auditors’ reliance and the audit efficiency so it has not fully described how the
external auditors make decisions to rely on internal audit work, that has an impact on audit
efficiency. Therefore, the current study aims to fill the research gap by analyzing the relationship
among the internal auditors’ characteristics, the level of external auditors’ reliance and the
audit efficiency in one comprehensive research model with the institutional environment as a
moderating variable in the relationship between the level of external auditors’ reliance and the
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